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Increase in Bus Fares Coming Next Week
By Michelle Sutherland

Commuters can 
expect an in-

crease in bus fares as 
early as next week, 
Belize Bus Associa-
tion (BBA) President 
Thomas Shaw con-
firmed with The Re-
porter on Thursday.

While admitting that 
the exact increase is yet 
unknown as it has to 
be reviewed Cabinet, 
Shaw promised that he 
will provide the public 
with an update by next 
Tuesday. Shaw, how-
ever, told The Reporter 
that he expects the in-
crease to take effect 
in a week's time and 
is, therefore, warning 
commuters to budget 
and be prepared.

Following a meeting 
with Prime Minister BBA President Thomas Shaw says the increase necessary to keep bus operators in business.

Pg. 2

Witness Protection for Better Justice

Minister of Home Affairs and New Growth Industries Hon. Kareem Musa

By William Ysaguirre

The Government 
has implement-

ed a witness protection 
program as part of an 
initiative to fast-track 
the delivery of justice 
in Belize, with three 
new laws passed in the 
House of Representa-
tives in Belmopan on 
Tuesday, March 15.

To o  o f t e n  h a v e 
criminal prosecutions, 

especially murder tri-
als, fallen apart when 
they go to Court due 
to witnesses’ failure 
or refusal to testify, 
after they have been 
intimidated or killed 
by associates of the 
accused. The pros-
ecutor has then been 
forced to enter a nolle 
prosequi. 

Minister of Home 

A f f a i r s  a n d  N e w 
Growth Indus t r ies 
Hon. Kareem Musa 
introduced the Pro-
tection of Witnesses 
Bill this week. Once 
enacted, the law seeks 
to provide for the pro-
tection of witnesses in 
criminal proceedings. 
The aim is to enhance 
a witness’ ability to 
give testimony in ju-
dicial proceedings and 

to cooperate with law 
enforcement authori-
ties, without fear of 
reprisals from the ac-
cused.

Additionally, the 
health protocols for 
prevention of COV-
ID-19 transmission 
had already made it 
necessary to hold vir-
tual court hearings via 
tele-conferencing with 
the judge in his cham

GOB presents 
Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2022-2023

Prime Minister John Briceno

Pg. 3
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Budget details disclosed by Prime Minister 
Johnny Briceño this week provide the 
most encouraging grounds for believing 

that Belize can and will work her way out of debt 
to become a prospering democracy.

Last year, despite the burden of a Covid epidemic 
dragging at our heels, the Belize economy 
rebounded with an unprecedented 12.5% growth, 
according to the International Monetary Fund.

“It is a progress report unmatched in our 41 
years as an independent nation,” Prime Minister 
Briceño exulted in a 46-page budget presentation 
that promised fiscal reform and help for small 
and medium-sized entrepreneurs. Moreover, he 
promised to take measures that would in time bring 
down interest rates.

The domestic performance was so good that 
the prime minister congratulated Minister of 
Agriculture, Food Security, and Enterprise Hon. 
Abelardo Mai for the impressive growth. Bananas, 
citrus, sugar, and fisheries all showed robust 
growth with marine products such as conch and 
lobster leading the way.

Thanks to a breakthrough with Mexico cross-
border trade, cattle and livestock, pigs and poultry 
did well.

The Prime Minister did not mention inflation in 
his budget speech, but earlier he made it clear that 
his government would take vigorous measures 
against merchants who tried to gouge consumers 
with inflated prices.

Domestic revenues from taxes and other 
incomes are expected to bring in $1.22 billion 
during the fiscal year starting March 1, 2022, 
and Belize expects to have a small surplus on its 
domestic operations to apply to capital projects. 
Grants from various sources are expected to bring 
in $35 million, down from the $50 million of last 
year.

Tourism has rebounded and the Belize dollar 
is no longer facing pressures. The Belize Central 
Bank's reserves "registered an increase ... that 
exceeded $140 million."

The Prime Minister indicated that the government 
would have to do something about wages and 
pensions. He noted that 62 cents out of every 
revenue dollar is used to pay wages, subsidies, and 
pensions to the tune of $704 million. This pension 
program is patently unsustainable, he said, and so 
a new framework will be needed.

  The Prime Minister paid special attention 
to an agency called the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, which is a new foreign aid arm of the 
US Government involved in providing financial 
support to micro, small and medium-sized 
enterprises to reduce poverty in the hemisphere 
through growth.

Belize is one of two countries in line for grant 
funding which is expected to come on stream 
next year. “With a high degree of confidence”, 
the Prime Minister said, “I predict that Belize will 
benefit from massive new grant flows when these 
various programs come into gear.”

Increase in Bus Fares 
Coming Next Week

Cont’d from pg. 1 John Briceño on Tues-
day, Shaw told The Re-

porter, “In terms of the bus situation, it is looking 
really good for us. [It is] not actually what we 
wanted; it could be better, but we understand 
that there is a global crisis around the world so in 
terms of the bus fares there will be some sort of 
adjustment to it.”

According to Shaw, at the meeting which was at-
tended by the prime minister, representatives from 
the unions, the government, the Belize Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (BCCI), and the Gov-
ernor of the Central Bank among others, they col-
lectively discussed the pressing issue of fuel costs 
and the impacts on business and consumers. While 
they all contributed to the discussion on how the 
increase in fuel will affect the various industries 
and steps that can be taken to mitigate the overall 
effect, Shaw said that it was collectively agreed 
that the bus industry is in need of immediate relief.

“Well, if no consideration is given to the BBA 
then the bus industry will just come to a halt; op-

erators cannot operate at a loss. So there is no ‘but,’ 
‘if’ or ‘maybe.’ There has to be an increase in bus 
fares. If there isn't any relief at the pumps and no 
adjustment to the bus fares, then automatically the 
bus industry will have to close down.”

At that meeting, discussions also centered 
around the overall upgrade of the public trans-
portation system, inclusive of getting relief on 
importing buses that are less than 10 years and 
extending bus operators' permits from 2 years to 
10 years. This, according to Shaw, will assist bus 
operators tremendously when they go into the 
banks to get loans. 

While Shaw said that he understands the strain 
that the price increase is going to put on commut-
ers, he insists that it was something that should 
have been done years ago.

The agreement between the BBA and prime 
minister came about following consecutive days 
of meetings which went through the weekend. That 
is after the BBA had threatened to shut down the 
public transportation system if the government did 
not approve a price increase in fares. The BBA had 

Witness Protection for Better Justice
Cont’d from pg. 1 bers in Belize City, 

and the accused remain-
ing at the Kolbe Foundation, and being present 
only on the television screen. 

Now these arrangements have been made legal 
via an amendment to the Indictable Procedure 
Act, Chapter 96 of the Laws of Belize, which the 
Minister of Education, Culture, E-Governance, 
Science and Technology Hon. Francis Fonseca 
introduced at Tuesday’s sitting. 

Having previously served as Attorney General 
in the previous PUP administration, minister 
Fonseca was well – versed with the law’s provi-

sions but saw need to expand the list of offences 
for trial without a jury in certain criminal cases. 

The Act now also allows for hearings or trials 
before the court to be conducted virtually, and 
for additional crimes to be included in a count 
of an indictment. The order also allows for 
the Schedules to be amended and provides for 
other matters “connected therewith or incidental 
thereto”. 

Minister Fonseca also introduced and amend-
ment to the Inferior Courts Act, Chapter 94 of 
the Laws of Belize, to allow for the magistrates 
Courts to also conduct hearings or trials virtu-
ally, with all the necessary provisions.

Analysts: China’s COVID 
resurgence tempered oil prices

By Javam Flowers

According to analysts speaking with 
CNBC News, China’s massive spike 

in Covid and subsequent lockdowns have 
helped reduce oil prices from record highs 
reached a weak ago. 

Given that China remains the world’s 
biggest oil importer, any demand reduction 
would impact global energy prices, as ex-
plained by international analysts.

In the initial week of the unsolicited in-
vasion of Russia into Ukraine, crude oil 
prices saw an enormous hike, reaching over 
USD$130 per barrel. However, over the past 
week, this hike has since significantly re-
tracted partly due to “peace talks” between 
Russia and Ukraine. 

Richard Gorry, managing director of JBC 
Energy Asia, explained that “The OPEC 
[Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries] in their monthly reports have not 
changed their demand forecast, which sug-
gests that it is business as normal.” 

He added, “I would tend to believe that that 
will probably change in the months ahead, 
because if we look at China, for example, 
right now, we have 45 million people under 
lockdown, like it was in 2020. And we know 
from history that this does have an impact on 
oil demand.”

Adding to the comments made by Gorry is 
Ray Attrill, head of foreign exchange strat-
egy at National Australia Bank. In a release, 
he further adds that ″[The decrease in oil 

prices] more likely reflects a combination 
of some speculative froth being blown off, 
alongside fears of weaker China demand as 
more Chinese cities are put into lockdown 
amid record-high Covid case numbers.”

Notably, Beijing has since imposed sweep-
ing lockdowns as it grapples with its worst 
COVID spike, which since the pandemic 
began and has since ordered the suspension 
of manufacturing in several cities. 
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GOB presents 
Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2022-2023

By Javam Flowers

Prime Minister Hon. John Briceño presented 
the proposed Budget of BZ$1.361 billion for 

Fiscal Year 2022-2023 at this week’s sitting of the 
House of Representatives. 

As detailed by Briceño, there was a myriad 
of factors out of the Government's control that 
influenced how the Budget was assembled. Such 
factors included "inflation, interest rates, the cost 
of fuel and energy, climate change, the terms for 
trade and commerce, among others."

With regards to revenue and spending, he an-
nounced that there would be no "major tax revenue 
measure;" however, the lotteries sector should ex-
pect an "adjustment in collections" as this sector "is 
not fairly contributing." Additionally, the Govern-
ment will maintain its current mandate to enforce 
that those taxes owed are collected aggressively.

Notably, as announced earlier this year, the new 
Budget restores the wage levels of the public of-
ficers and teachers, effective as of July 1st.

Briceño continued by divulging that "Recur-
rent Revenues" are projected at BZ$1.122 billion, 
which is 7.5% (BZ$86 million) higher than the 
forecasted outturn for this fiscal year. Both Tax 
and Non-Tax revenues are projected to rise while 
Capital Revenues will remain constant, and Grants 
will fall to BZ$35 million, in line with our bilat-
eral agreements. Boasting that "revenue growth is 
consistent with the IMF's 6.5 percent overall GDP 
growth forecast for 2022 and the Central Bank's 
slightly more modest 6 percent growth forecast."

With regards to expenditure, he explained that 
overall spending would rise compared to this 
year's projected outturn by 12% (BZ$144 million). 
These increases will include the following major 
spending lines:

Wages and Pensions will rise by a combined 
10% (approximately BZ$49 million), most of 
which is attributable to the 10% wage restoration; 

Subsidies and Transfers will increase by 25% 
(BZ$37 million), which is indirect wage subsidies 
linked to the wage restoration;

Debt service will rise by (BZ$24 million), as in-
terest payments commence on the Blue Bonds; and 

Capital Spending will increase by BZ$30 mil-
lion compared to this year's outturn of BZ$243 
million.

In summary, therefore, the new Budget targets a 
Primary Surplus of some 0.35% (BZ$14 million) 
of GDP, along with an overall deficit of 2.49% 
($98.1 million) of GDP. 

Furthermore, the Government proposes to retire 
BZ$97.4 million in public debt during this bud-
get cycle, the total financing of which requires 
BZ$195.6 million. This sum will be fulfilled with 
BZ$84 million from a portion of a $150 million 
loan provided by the (Republic of China) Taiwan; 
BZ$98 million disbursements from International 
Financial Institutions in support of the Nation's 
Capital II Program; and BZ$13 million from the 
domestic system financed through the new issue 
of Government treasury securities.

Briceño further commented on Belize's 2021 
national economic rebound, touting that it "may be 
as high as 12.5% according to the IMF, twice the 
rate of the Latin America and Caribbean regions. 
In fact, Belize is the fastest growing economy 
amongst all countries in North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean." 

Such a rebound could be, according to the Cen-
tral Bank of Belize, attributed to (1) the timely 
reopening of the economy, (2) a strong vaccina-
tion campaign, and (3) a resurgence in agricultural 
production from weather-related shocks.

In his closing remarks, Briceño emphasized that 
"If Belize is to grow and develop, all of us must 
be committed to a strong Belizean economy and 
society, grounded in credible, practical plans and 
solutions to the social and economic challenges 
we face."
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Gender Equality –women and girls
Contributed by the Human Rights Commission 

Gender equality is the 
theme of women’s 

month 2022 and the call 
is to #BreakTheBias. But 
what is gender equality? 
How much do we really 
understand about gender 
equality?

Truly, there is so much 
that can be discussed 
about this topic starting 
with how it all began, 
where in our global 
history gender equality 
movements achieved 
advancement, where the 
struggle is today and what 
it even costs. Additionally, 
we can take an entire 
column to write about 
the benefits, including 
the millions of dollars 
that can be added to the 
global GDP when women 
play an identical role in 
labour markets to that 
of men. In this space, 
we hope only to start the 
conversation in an effort 
to better understand what 
gender equality is with a 
focus on women. 

But first, put simply, 
gender equality is 
every  person  (no 
matter their gender age, 
socioeconomic status, 
place of birth, place of 
origin) having an equal 
voice, rights, opportunities 
and responsibilities. 
This includes economic 
participation and decision 
making throughout their 
lives. According to the 
United Nations, while 
the world has achieved 
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s 
gender equality and 
women’s empowerment 
under the  Millennium 
Development Goals, 
including equal access 
to primary education 
between girls and boys, 
"women and girls continue 
to suffer discrimination 
and violence in every part 
of the world."

So, in short, gender 
equality for women 
and girls means being 
able to live in a safe 
and equal society. They 
would have equal access 
to power, resources 
and opportunities; and 
be treated with dignity, 
respect and fairness. 
But where do all the 
inequalities start? We say, 
it starts at home. Here 
is where children are 
exposed to gender roles. 
What is this? Gender roles, 
also known as sex roles, 
is the social role boys 

and girls are expected to 
learn, such as behaviours 
and attitudes determined 
primarily by prevailing 
cultural norms. Growing 
up, boys and girls see 
gender inequalities at 
home and communities 
daily. Dad goes to work 
while mom stays at home 
caring for the children 
and the house, bearing 
the brunt of caregiving. 
It can be argued that it 
starts even before, at birth 
where gender disparities 
start out small. In almost 
every household, blue is 
thought to be the colour 
for boys and pink for girls. 
We see this in their clothes 
and the toys they are given 
to play with, all reflecting 
gender stereotypes – a 
topic all on its own. 

As they grow, children 
continue to see and 
experience gender 
inequalities and these 
become more socially 
prominent. UNICEF 
reports that many girls 
receive less support in 
schools than boys, so 
much so that “worldwide 
nearly 1 in 4 girls between 
the ages of 15 and 19 are 
neither employed nor 
in education or training 
– compared to 1 in 10 
boys”. It adds that “the 
onset of adolescence 
can bring significant 
barriers to girls’ well-
being. Gender norms and 
discrimination heighten 
their risk of unwanted 
pregnancy, HIV and 
AIDS, and malnutrition. 
Especially in emergency 
settings and in places 
where menstruation 
remains taboo, girls are cut 
off from the information 
and supplies they need to 
stay healthy and safe. In 
its most insidious form, 
gender inequality turns 
violent. Some 1 in 20 girls 
between the ages of 15 and 
19 – around 13 million 
– have experienced 
forced sex.   In times of 
both peace and conflict, 
adolescent girls face the 
highest risk of gender-
based violence.” 

It is important to note as 
well that boys also suffer 
from harmful gender 
norms. UNICEF states 
that “Social conceptions of 
masculinity can fuel child 
labour, gang violence, 
disengagement from 
school, and recruitment 
into armed groups.”

Depending on where 
you live, the gender 
inequalities differ. In some 
countries, laws still exist 
that violate women and 
girls’ basic human rights 
but the work continues to 
push for gender equality. 
Now, you may wonder 
why or how gender 
equality for women 
and girls can improve 
societies. The UN states 
that "Providing women 
and girls with equal 
access to education, health 
care, decent work, and 
representation in political 
and economic decision-
making processes 
will fuel sustainable 

economies and benefit 
societies and humanity 
at large." UNICEF adds 
that “Reducing inequality 
strengthens economies 
and builds stable, resilient 
societies that give all 
individuals – including 
boys and men – the 
opportunity to fulfil their 
potential.” The discussion 
on how we can achieve 
this is, again, something 
we may need an entire 
column to explore. 

The United Nations 
estimates  that women 
could “increase their 
income globally by 
up to 76 percent if the 
employment participation 

gap and the wage gap 
between women and 
men were closed. This is 
calculated to have a global 
value of $17 trillion”. 
Additionally, gender 
equality builds safer and 
healthier communities. 
Unequal societies have 
higher rates of anti-social 
behaviour and violence. 
And since our focus here 
is on women and girls, 
gender equality prevents 
violence against them. 
Thus, the best way to 
prevent violence against 
women is to promote 
gender equality.  We also 
add that gender equality 
is important to sustainable 

development. According 
to the UN, “gender 
equality is not only a 
fundamental human right, 
but a necessary foundation 
for a peaceful, prosperous 
and sustainable world.”

Disc la imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists are 
theirs alone, and are 
not necessarily reflective 
of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues 
touched. We believe 
it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate 
discussion through 
their expressions on any 
number of topics.



THE REPORTER	                                                Sunday, March 20th, 2022                                                                                    Page 5

By William Ysaguirre

The Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC) of the United States will provide 

grant funding for projects to alleviate poverty 
in Belize over the next seven to eight years, 
MCC’s Chief Executive Officer Alice Albright 
announced in a press conference at the Radisson 
Fort George Hotel in Belize City on Thursday 
morning, March 17.

Albright led an MCC team to Belize on Tues-
day, and met with Prime Minister John Briceño 
on Wednesday, March 16, when they signed an 
initial grant agreement for USD$750,000 to help 
the Government set up a project implementation 
unit to identify development projects and project 
proposals which will drive economic growth.

Other members of the MCC team have been in 
the country a couple of weeks now, and they will 
remain while they do a comprehensive assess-
ment of Belize’s economic situation to identify 
key areas of need for the MCC to focus their 
investment. Unlike many other international 
funding agencies, the MCC will not dictate to 
Belize what priority areas they wish to fund 
but will let the Belizean people decide how and 
where development will take place. The MCC 
team will, therefore, be consulting with both pri-
vate and public sectors, with civil societies and 
other interested parties to get a comprehensive 
overview of Belize’s economic situation.

This assessment and consultation process 
towards a grant agreement to fund projects 
typically takes two to three years of analysis 
and planning, Albright explained, as it is a very 
rigorous process. The MCC experts will seek to 
identify the key factors which are limiting eco-
nomic growth in Belize. This is to ensure that the 
funded projects meet the needs of the intended 
beneficiaries, the Belizean people, when they 
are actually implemented, which will be over 

a five-year period after the grant agreement or 
“compact” is signed.

Albright did not quote an exact figure for a 
grant, but MCC vice president Jonathan Brooks 
cited the example of El Salvador, where the MCC 
had identified the quality and access to education 
as a key factor to improve the economy and had 
granted USD$56 million for that project. The 
MCC is particularly concerned about gender 
parity and empowering women, and in the case 
of Georgia - a former state of the Soviet Union, 
the MCC had implemented programs to improve 
access to university education and secondary 
education. 

The percentage of people living below the pov-
erty line in Belize has been gradually growing, as 
indicated in the four poverty surveys which have 
been conducted between 1995 to 2018, lamented 
Chief Executive Officer Osmond Martinez of 
the Ministry of Economic Development. The 
poverty rate was 52.3 percent in 2018, but the 
latest UNICEF study of child poverty this year 
shows that 60 percent of Belizean children are 

living in poverty. The reduction of poverty was 
a declared goal of Plan Belize before the 2020 
elections, and it is now the No.1 priority for the 
Briceño administration, he affirmed. 

He thanked the MCC for investing in Belize’s 
economic growth and promised that the private 
sector would be the main beneficiaries of the 
project funding, as it is the private sector that will 
drive economic growth. He admitted that Belize 
needs to develop its human capital through edu-
cation, but that said government’s goal is to cre-
ate the enabling environment for entrepreneurs 
to start-up businesses which will create jobs by 
also facilitating access to low-cost financing.

Belize is one of only two countries which the 
MCC has identified for their support this year. 
The MCC had considered Belize in 2014, but at 
the time, Belize’s economy was doing signifi-
cantly better and was not deemed to need the 
MCC’s help. The MCC has continued to monitor 
Belize’s economic performance, and the low per 
capita income prompted the MCC to decide last 
December 2021 to invest in Belize.

(l-r) Alice Albright, Leyla Moses-Ones, Jonathan Brooks, and CEO Osmond Martinez

MCC grants Belize US$750,000 for Poverty Alleviation
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Two billion genetically modified mosquitoes 
approved to be released into the wild

By Javan Flowers

The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection 

Agency has approved 
Oxitec’s request to re-
lease two billion ge-
netically modified mos-
quitoes in Florida and 
California to combat the 
transmission of harmful 
diseases such as dengue 
and Zika.

In a release, the UK-
based company stated 
that “Oxitec’s safe, sus-
tainable and targeted 
biological pest control 
technology does not 
harm beneficial insects 
like bees and butterflies 
and is proven to control 
the disease-transmitting 
Aedes aegypti mos-
quito.”

Furthermore, as de-
tailed in the release, 
the program aims to 
reduce cases of dis-
eases by eliminating the 

offspring of the Aedes 
aegypt i  mosqui to , 
which spreads diseases 
through its bite.

Scientists at Oxitec 
facilitated the mass pro-
duction of the genetical-
ly modified male Aedes 
aegypti eggs in a lab. 
These male mosquitoes 
will be released into 
the wild to “mate with 
females and pass along 
a gene that will kill the 
female offspring.” Such 
a gene is intended to 
eliminate the female 
mosquito, which carries 

diseases, while leaving 
the male mosquito and 
male offspring alive.

It is to note that nu-
merous environmental 
groups in both Califor-
nia and Florida pointed 
out that the scientif-
ic data presented by 
Oxitec has not been 
peer-reviewed and that 
a release of genetically 
modified mosquitos of 
this magnitude would 
pose tremendous diffi-
culty to undo if it were 
to affect ecosystems in 
an unintended manner.

UDP Convention Unaffected 
by Herbert Panton's Death

By Michelle Sutherland

De s p i t e  t h e 
u n f o r t u n a t e 

death of UDP's Stal-
wart Herbert Panton, 
two weeks ago, the 
UDP's convention, 
to elect a new leader, 
which was slated for 
March 27th,  2022, 
w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s t -
poned as had been 
anticipated.

T h a t  w a s  c o n -
firmed this week by 
Tracy Panton, who is 
one of the candidates 
for  the  leadership 
race against the Hon. 
Moses Shyne Bar-
row. Panton, while 
agreeing that the loss 
of her husband will 
be  a  loss  that  she 
and her family will 
take years to recover 
from, admitted that 

Hon. Tracy Panton

she sees no reason to 
back down from the 
challenge now. 

I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w 
w i t h  N e w s ,  F i v e 
P a n t o n  i n d i c a t e d 
that when she threw 
her hat in the race 
for  the  leadersh ip 
post she did so after 
careful consideration 
and prayer, coupled 
with the backing of 
her departed husband 
and the support of 
her  daughters  and 
family. For that mat-
ter, Panton said that 
she  remains  r e so -
lute that her husband 
would have wanted 
her to continue push-
ing forward despite 
the great and painful 
loss that they have 
endured.

“ L e a d e r s h i p  i s 
about  pushing  be-
yond adversity. You 
don ' t  cower  away 
i f  you  a re  a  good 
leader when adver-
sity strikes. In fact, 
t ha t  was  the  ve ry 
last conversation that 
he and I had, that I 
must continue being 
t he  war r io r  wom-
an that I was. [That 
I  should] continue 
fighting for the party 

and continue most 
importantly to fight 
for Belize.  So I am 
resolute in my com-
mitment.”

Panton reiterated 
that she is more than 
ready to take on the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
UDP, a role which 
she  cons ide r s  no t 
only important for 
the party but for the 
country as a whole. 
According to Panton, 
the opposition needs 
to be robust and sta-
ble in order to hold 
the Briceño Admin-
istration to account 
and in order to pres-
ent a viable alterna-
tive for good gover-
nance to the Belizean 
people.

We at tempted to 
get a comment from 
t h e  H o n .  S h y n e 
Barrow on how his 
campaign is coming 
along since he seems 
to be having a head 
s ta r t  over  Panton; 
however, we are yet 
t o  ge t  a  r e sponse 
from him. Both Pan-
ton's and Shyne's po-
sition at the helm of 
the UDP will be left 
up to 515 delegates 
to decide. 
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Help out for Stevedores

By Hon. Gilroy Usher

“ Ta k e  t i m e  t o 
appreciate employees, 
and they will reciprocate 
in a thousand ways.” – 
Bob Nelson

As the logwood and 
mahogany cutters 

from yester years and 
scores of persons from 
other professions have 
d o n e  ,  s t e v e d o r e s 

,persons who load and unload cargo from ships 
,have been contributing to the development of 
this land from 1862 when Belize then British 
Honduras was declared as British colony.

  The need to load and unload cargo from ships 
in Belize and all other countries will exist in 
perpetuity; we are therefore happy to know that 

from 160 years ago in 1862, stevedores were 
among the first builders of the new Belize . We 
are also happy to know that they will continue 
their important work to build this nation in 
perpetuity. 

  Government decided to make the ex gratia 
payment of $1.5 million to the stevedores, who 

have never flinched in using their energy and 
sweat to develop this country, to support them in 
their time of greatest financial need. That crucial 
support because necessary ,when American 
Sugar Refinery (ASR) with the support of the 
Port of Belize (P.B.L) decided to export the 
vast majority of its sugar from the Big Creek 

Port in the south instead of the Port of Belize 
for increased profits with absolutely no regard 
for how that decision would negatively impact 
the lives of the stevedores ,who are mainly 
marginalized persons from the south side of 
Belize City including Port Loyola that this writer 
represents. 

  It must be noted that although PBL would lose 
tremendous revenue with less use of its port for 
export by American Sugar Refinery, PBL still 
supported the deal. They most likely saw backing 
it as an opportunity to drastically reduced the 
number of stevedores needed in pursuit of their 
main objective to severely weaken if not crush 
representation of the stevedores by Christian 
Workers Union ,which has always been lobbying 
passionately for just benefits for its members. 

  As a result of that decision by ASR, the 
stevedores suddenly suffered more than 50% 
cut in their monthly or yearly income.

  Due to that decision taken for larger profits 
and ulterior motives by two of the largest 
companies in the country, if a stevedore’s yearly 
salary was $24,000, it dropped to less than 
$12,000 per year with absolutely no support 
from either of the two companies to assist the 
dedicated workers in making up for their last 
income. 

  As responsible leaders of this country, the 
administration couldn’t sit by and simply 
observe advantage being taken of the stevedores 
despite protest from their union. 

 G.O.B presented the supplementary allocation 
bill of $1.5 million for the stevedores to help 
them cushion the hardship they and their 
families are suffering as a result of the sudden 
huge decrease in their earnings and to also 
provide the stevedores with a little startup 
capital for those who would like to venture into 
an extra income generating business. 

When it comes to using taxpayers’ money 
for the best interest of the people, the initiative 
leaves the Opposition in total shame. 

The $1.5 million in ex-gratia payment will be 
shared equitably among over 180 stevedores. 
On the other hand in two of the scores corrupt 
land deals that occurred under the previous 
administration, Pitts and Vega were allowed to 
share $1.6 million between themselves. Pitts and 
Vega each pocketed $400,000.00 of taxpayers’ 
money in the land hustle. In the corrupt land 
deal, more money was given to two wealthy, 
greedy, and corrupt individuals with assistance 
from some previous ministers than the amount to 
be shared among 180 stevedores. What a shame 
on the Red party!

More investment, more development results 
in greater opportunities and a better standard 
of living for all Belizeans. The administration, 
therefore, wants American Sugar Refinery, 
Port of Belize Ltd., and all other businesses to 
succeed in the country but with respect for the 
rights of the stevedores and all other employees 
in the Jewel. 

 This writer, therefore, invite all businesses, 
employees, and unions to work together with 
the government in building a country that every 
Belizean is proud to call home.

 It is only by all of us working together that 
the need for further ex gratia payments from the 
public purse will no longer be necessary . 

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by 
our columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s stance 
on the issues touched. We believe it is critical 
that our columnists be allowed freedom to 
generate discussion through their expressions 
on any number of topics.

As a result of that decision by ASR, the 
stevedores suddenly suffered more than 50% cut 
in their monthly or yearly income.
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Floralia Limited hoping for logic 
to prevail in the courts

By Michelle Sutherland

Floralia Limited 
says that they 

are still awaiting word 
from the Department 
of Transport in relation 
to an injunction filed 
last week by the Belize 
Bus Association (BBA), 
which seeks to quash 
road service permits that 
were issued to the com-
pany to commence new 
runs from Independence 
Village to Belize.

According to the 
owner of Floralia Lim-
ited, Marvin Vanzie, 
the runs which were set 
to officially commence 
at the start of the week 
were postponed until 
next week, not because 
of any legal issue but 
because emotions on the 
ground were running at 
an all-time high. Vanzie 
said that after consulting 
with their legal team it 
was agreed that moving 
forward with the new 
schedule would have 
been too confrontational 
and so a pause was the 
best way to deescalate 

Floralia Ltd’s Owner Marvin Vanzie hopefully that “logic” will prevail
the tension.

Vanzie told The Re-
porter that while he 
hopes that logic will 
prevail in the court, he 
is cognizant of the loop-
holes that can propel the 
results in favor of the 
other side. “My point 
is that you never know 
what can happen inside 
of the court,” said Van-
zie. “But outside of the 

court, I can tell you that 
if all logic prevails, we 
did everything that we 
had to do to make sure 
that we did it legally. We 
didn't pull any strings or 
ask for any favors, all 
the documentations are 
there and that is why I 
feel confident that noth-
ing will happen. I mean 
we are not hiding any-
thing and so they will go 

to court and find out that 
everything was done 
properly and that the 
whole procedure was 
normal.”

In response to the 
BBA's allegations that 
Floralia's road service 
permits were awarded 
illegally and did not 
meet all the requisite cri-
teria, Vanzie said that the 
allegations are untrue. 

He told us that he had 
met all the requirements, 
filed all his documents, 
and kept following up 
with the Department 
of Transport for sev-
eral months to get a 
response. He noted that 
his paperwork was re-
viewed and vetted by a 
board, who then agreed 
that the new company 
had met all the require-
ments and thus they 
would be awarded their 
road service permit to 
enter the competition.

Vanzie said that the 
decision was then ga-
zetted and when it did 
not meet any pushback 
from the public, Floralia 
was finally cleared to 
commence their runs 
from Independence Vil-
lage to Belize.

Vanzie also respond-
ed to the BBA's claim 
that Floralia was “pig-
gybacking” major runs 
that bus operators had 
taken years to build. 
Vanzie referred to that 
as a “fake reality” and 
one that he wanted to 
dispel with the explana-

tion that runs are not 
“created” and that while 
his company does have 
the capacity to convince 
customers to use their 
service, they simply 
cannot manipulate an 
entire economy. He 
stressed that in the end it 
is left up to a customer's 
own free will to use their 
service of choice as well 
as their need to get to a 
particular destination 
for a particular time. 

Vanzie said that he 
can safely say that the 
company's success at 
this point is based on 
hard work and determi-
nation by staff that has 
labored to create the 
best possible service to 
their paying customers 
as well as the company's 
resolution to provide 
reliable, comfortable, 
and clean buses to the 
public.

In closing, Vanzie re-
iterated that while Flo-
ralia awaits the outcome 
of the injunction that is 
before the courts, their 
old runs will continue 
uninterrupted.
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO SELL
LA INMACULADA CREDIT UNION LIMITED, a Credit Union duly 

formed and registered in Belize under the Credit Union Act Chapter 314 
of the Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011 with registered 
office situated at No. 5 Park Street, Orange Walk Town, Orange Walk 
District, Belize, hereby gives notice of its intention to exercise its Power 
of Sale as Chargee under the virtue of Charges between those hereinafter 
named and the said La Inmaculada Credit Union Ltd. with said Charge 
is registered at the Land Registry. The Credit Union will at the expiration 
of TWO MONTHS from the date of the first publication of this notice 
to sell the properties described in the schedule hereto.

ALL offers to purchase the said property must be made in writing to 
LA INMACULADA CREDIT UNION LIMITED. from whom full 
particulars and conditions of sale may be obtained.

SCHEDULE
ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-3217 situated in 

the Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201608522 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Nery Leonardo 
Sosa & Josselin Jannethe Alvarado (Jointly).

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-122 situated in the 
Trial Farm Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held under 
Land Certificate LRS-201108503 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-491 situated in the 
Trial Farm Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held under 
Land Certificate LRS-201108507 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-1079 situated in 
the San Jose Palmar Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and 
held under Land Certificate # 9845/2004 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Lot No.-184 attached to 
Plan No.-2146 Deed of Conveyance LTU-201501474 situated in the St. 
Matthews Village, Cayo District, and registered at the Lands and Surveys 
Department in Belmopan, as Lot No. 184 on Plan No. 2146 - TOGETHER 
with all buildings and erections standing and being thereon, the Deed of 
Conveyance of Miriam Janet Quevedo for Abner Jonathan Quevedo.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.1802- situated in 
the Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201910114 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Mark Glenford 
Meighan.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.- 2050 situated in 
the Orange Walk Town Registration Section, Orange Walk District, 
and held under Land Certificate LRS-201810171 TOGETHER with 
all buildings and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of 
Roamir Edwardo Gonzalez.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land Parcel No.- 370/1 situated in the 
Miller’s Bight Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Lease Certificate LRS -201005197 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the leasehold of Carlos Garcia 
for Julie Linda Garcia.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-212 situated in 
the Guinea Grass Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201900303 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Edison Albert 
Johnson and Rosita Johnson (Jointly).

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-672 situated in the 
Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate # 3710/95 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Maria Elena Diaz 
for Leonardo Daniel Diaz.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-2949 situated in 
the San Pedro Registration Section, Belize District, and held under Land 
Certificate LRS-201511416 TOGETHER with all buildings and erections 
standing and being thereon, the freehold of Leon Levi Anderson.

NEAB Still Objecting to 
Legalization of Marijuana

By Michelle Sutherland

Th e  N a t i o n a l 
E v a n g e l i c a l 

Association of Belize 
(NEAB)  has  once 
more  come ou t  to 
place on record their 
disapproval  of  the 
proposed legalization 
o f  m a r i j u a n a  i n 
Belize on the basis 
that the industry will 
open  the  door  fo r 
additional influences 
a n d  h a r m  t o  t h e 
country, its people, 
and businesses.

  N E A B ,  a l o n g 
with its associated 
c h u r c h e s 
countrywide, stated 
that  they cont inue 
t o  b e  i n  “ s t r o n g 
o p p o s i t i o n ' ”  t o 
t h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n . 
They  say  tha t  the 
new Bi l l  a l so  has 
the government not 
o n l y  l e g a l i z i n g , 
but  promot ing  the 
production, sale, and 
use of marijuana.

The Reporter spoke 
to  one   of  NEAB's 
m e m b e r s ,  P a s t o r 
L o u i s  Wa d e ,  w h o 
made reference  to 
two inc idents  las t 
week  which  made 
headlines and which 
i nvo lved  ch i ld r en 
u s i n g  d r u g s  a n d 
b e i n g  r e c o r d e d . 
Wade said that  al l 
this was being done 
simultaneously while 
the Government was 
m a k i n g  p l a n s  t o 
legalize marijuana, 
w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g 
t h e  r e q u i s i t e 
safeguards in place 
fo r  the  p ro tec t ion 
o f  c h i l d r e n .  H e 

referred to a part of 
the legislation that 
seeks to make edibles 
legal, a move which 
he said can prove to 
be damaging to the 
younger population 
who are now closer 
to  access ing these 
p r o d u c t s  t h r o u g h 
parents or loved ones 
at home.

“ S i n c e  w e  h a v e 
already seen all these 
social problems that 
e x i s t  a l r e a d y,  w e 
should be moving to 
reduce [as opposed 
t o ]  m o v i n g  t o 
enhance. And if we 
do more to legalize, 
what we are saying 
i s  t ha t  no th ing  i s 
w r o n g  w i t h  t h i s 
substance; therefore, 
we are encouraging 
t h e  i n c r e a s e 
c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d 
use thereof. And that 
i s  why the  church 
cannot and will not 
endorse  this  move 
and that is why we 
are  moving  in  the 
opposite direction. 
Our children should 
inherit  a drug-free 
s o c i e t y  a n d  n o t 
a  s o c i e t y  w h e r e 
d r u g s  a r e  m o r e 
readily available for 
them,” said Wade.

I n  t h e i r   p r e s s 
release, NEAB also 
no ted  the   need  to 
“shut the door rather 
t h a n  o p e n  i t  t o 
mari juana dealers , 
many of whom also 
sell harder drugs. If 
this bill passes, we 
can expect increasing 
s e r i o u s  h a r m  t o 
come to our youth, 

bus iness ,  tour ism, 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
banking relations.”

T h e  r e l e a s e 
a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e 
more profitable the 
marijuana business 
becomes  the  more 
drug cartels and their 
powerful militaries 
w i l l  b e  i n v o l v e d . 
They made reference 
to  the  inc rease  in 
c a r t e l  c r i m e s  i n 
neighboring Mexico 
and the impacts that 
it has had on tourism. 

N E A B  s a i d  t h a t 
they will be the first 
to sound the alarm 
on the effects that 
they believe a move 
like this will cause 
on the country and 
even fear that once 
a l l o w e d  w i l l  b e 
nearly impossible to 
root back out.

They also pointed to 
the fact that being that 
o the r  ne ighbor ing 
countries have not 
legalized Marijuana, 
B e l i z e  w i l l  n o w 
have the  potent ia l 
to become a major 
transshipment point 
for  mar i juana  and 
other big-time drug 
runners.

In closing, NEAB 
c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e 
c o u n t r y  a l r e a d y 
has great potential 
f o r  r e c o v e r y 
a n d  p r o s p e r i t y 
w i t h o u t  r e s o r t i n g 
t o  t h e  i n e v i t a b l y 
d e m o r a l i z i n g  a n d 
corrupting marijuana 
business and instead 
s h o u l d  a i m  f o r  a 
m o r e  h e a l t h y  a n d 
beneficial course.
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INVITATION TO BID
PROCUREMENT NOTICE

The Ministry of Health & Wellness (MOHW) hereby invites eligible 
and qualified bidders to submit sealed bids for Pharmaceuticals & Related 
Medical Supplies for the period April 2022- March 2023.

All interested bidders are asked to contact the secretary in the Office of the 
Chief Executive Officer, Ministry of Health & Wellness, Third Floor, 
East Block Building, Belmopan (Tel. 822-2325) for the Instruction to 
Bidders and relevant documents. Eligible Bidders must be in accordance 
with Ministry of Health & Wellness requirements as indicated in the 
Instruction to Bidders. All bidders must be in possession of a valid MOHW 
License. A fee of $200.00 made payable to the Government Treasury 
utilizing Fees for Bidding Documents - 18017/11617/130/24 is required 
for the acquisition of the Tender Package. The receipt must be presented 
to the secretary at the point of collecting the Package.

The Tender Package must be collected from the Chief Executive 
Officer’s (CEO) Secretary – Ministry of Health & Wellness, East 
Block, Belmopan on Monday March 21st, 2022 & Tuesday March 22nd, 
2021 from 8:30AM to 3:30PM. All tender submissions must be returned 
to the CEO Secretary - Ministry of Health & Wellness no later than 
Wednesday April 20th, 2022 at 10AM. 

Late bids will be rejected.

Please be prepared to submit relevant samples immediately upon request.

Ref: GEN/186/01/21(57)

Belizeans appointed to the most
 Excellent Order of The British Empire

Twelve Belizeans received appointments to the Most Excellent Order of the British EmpireBy Javan Flowers

Governor-General H.E. Froyla Tzalam 
conferred, on behalf of Queen Eliza-

beth II, appointments to The Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire on the occasion 
of New Year Honours 2020 and 2021 to 12 
Belizeans. 

The appointments for Ordinary Officers of 
the British Empire (Civil Division) (O.B.E) 
include Dr. Marvin Manzanero, for contri-
bution to public health and public service; 
Ms. Judith Marie Alpuche, for contribution 
to social work and public service; and Ms. 
Penelope Kay Casasola, for services to com-
munity and health education volunteerism. 

Appointments for Ordinary Members of 
the British Empire (Civil Division) (M.B.E) 
include H.E. Lou-Anne Burns Martinez, for 
contribution to foreign service and public 
service; Mr. Chester Clyde Williams, for 
contribution to public security and public ser-
vice; Ms. Elisa Nayeli Montalvo, for contri-
bution to public service and the field of law; 
Brigadier General (Ret’d) Steven Ortega, 
for assistance to public security and public 
service; Ms. Yolanda Mapye Smith, for con-
tribution to entrepreneurship and community 
service; Mr. Alex Chang, for contribution to 
entrepreneurial leadership and community; 
Mr.  Elden Hyde, for contribution to Music; 
and Mr. Pedro A Salazar, for contribution to 
community activism.

The insignia for  the late Ambassador 
Elozequi “Elito” Urbina, Sr., who was con-
ferred M.B.E. for his contribution to educa-
tion and political leadership, was received 
by his family. 

Additionally, the Government of Belize 
Press Office noted that those absent for the 
ceremony were Ms. Faith Babb, who will be 
conferred O.B.E. for contributions to com-
munity, politics, and women’s development; 
and Mr. Aurelio Garcia, who will be granted 
M.B.E. for community activism, will receive 
their honor at a later date. 
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Pandemic’s E-commerce Surge 
Proves Less Persistent, More Varied

By Joel Alcedo, Alberto Cavallo, Bricklin Dwyer, Prachi Mishra, and Antonio Spilimbergo

There’s no doubt that e-commerce helped many 
navigate the pandemic, from online shopping 

to curbside pickup to food delivery. But as we slowly 
emerge from lockdowns and other restrictions, it’s 
less clear how this shift to digital commerce may 
evolve across economies and industries.

This raises questions about how much digital 
consumption increased, whether the crisis widened 
the digital divide or spurred economies with little 
e-commerce to catch up, how permanent the shift 
to online sales will be, and what factors explain 
deviations between economies and sectors.

We investigated these questions in  new 
research that uses a unique database of aggregated 
and anonymized transactions through the Mastercard 
network from across 47 countries from January 
2018 to September 2021. We found that the share 
of online spending rose more in economies where 
e-commerce already played a large role—and that 
the increase is reversing as the pandemic recedes.

This research, a new partnership between 
Mastercard, the International Monetary Fund and 
Harvard Business School, shows how private-sector 

data can help advance empirical economics and will 
be the first in a series of such studies.

Variation across economies
On average, the online share of total spending rose 

sharply from 10.3 percent in 2019 to 14.9 percent 
at the peak of the pandemic, but then fell to 12.2 
percent in 2021.

Though the latest online share of spending is 
higher than before the pandemic started, it’s only 
0.6 percentage points above the growth trend for 
e-commerce had the crisis not happened. While 
most economies are now below those peak levels, 
there are still significant differences among 
countries.

The online share of spending is still above pre-
pandemic trends in about half of economies, from 
large emerging economies such as Brazil and India 
to other middle-income countries like Bahrain and 
Jamaica . In all the others, including the United 
States and many advanced economies, the online 
shares are now either at or below the predicted pre-
COVID trend levels. Those trends are estimated 
in each economy using a simple extrapolation of 

e-commerce’s path before the pandemic and reflects 
what would have been predicted in the absence of 
the crisis.

We find that e-commerce increased more in 
economies with a higher pre-COVID share 
of online transactions in total consumption, 
exacerbating the digital divide across economies. 
For example, Singapore, Canada and the United 
Kingdom had high shares to begin with, and their 
online penetration went up even more during the 
pandemic. On the other hand, countries like Brazil 
and Thailand had low online shares pre-COVID, 
and they experienced less of an acceleration.

How persistent was the effect on online sales? 
Strikingly, the latest data suggest that the spikes in 
online spending shares are gradually dissipating at 
the aggregate level.

The average online spending share at the peak of 
the crisis was 4.3 percentage points above the level 
that would have been predicted before it hit. This 
difference drops to only 0.3 point by the end of our 
sample period.

Pandemic restrictions, fiscal support
One explanation for the variation across 

economies, and in online share of spending, may 
be the difference across pandemic-related mobility 
restrictions . Not surprisingly, economies with 
stricter limits saw much higher online spending.

This was particularly true at the beginning of 
the crisis in the second quarter of 2020, when 
lockdowns severely curbed movement in most 
economies. However, as the pandemic continued, 
that correlation between restrictions and online 
spending weakened—consistent with the declining 
impact of lockdowns and other restrictions on 
economic activity over time.

In addition, fiscal support during the pandemic 
helped boost e-commerce penetration, likely by 
increasing consumption, which, in the presence 
of pandemic restrictions, could mostly be done 
online. Wealthier, more digitally mature economies 
also returned faster to pre-pandemic pace of online 
spending once the crisis receded.

Longer-lasting effects
One common narrative is that the pandemic 

accelerated digitalization, forcing consumers to 
learn how to shop online, and that this learning was 
here to stay. While our results support the quick 
uptake of e-commerce, the persistence of learning 
does not appear broad-based.

That said, we find significant variation by 
industry. The embrace of e-commerce appears to 
be particularly longer lasting in restaurants (more 
specifically in food delivery), health care (which 
includes telemedicine) and some categories of 
retail, including department stores, electronics, and 
clothing.

During the initial surge of the pandemic, there 
was a big demand for e-commerce relative to in-
person commerce. Economies and sectors already 
familiar with some of the technologies were able to 
go online to a larger degree. While the pandemic 
forced consumers to learn quickly, our results 
suggest that early adopters further extended the use 
of e-commerce within their economies.

Further, there are two possible explanations 
for differences in the embrace of e-commerce 
across industries. First, this could reflect that 
mobility hasn’t fully recovered, along with the 
in-person nature of some sectors such as dining. 
Second, digitalization in these same sectors wasn’t 
particularly high before the pandemic, and  those 
were the areas where COVID-19 propelled the 
shift the most.

The share of online spending rose and fell most 
dramatically in those economies and sectors where 
e-commerce was already thriving before the 
pandemic. Industries with lower levels of digital 
maturity—including retail, restaurants, and health 
care—have greater potential for e-commerce, 
particularly in less developed markets, making them 
potentially ripe for change.
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VACANCY: JOB OPPORTUNITY
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Operations Department. In the Port’s continued effort to promote 

diversity, both females/males, are encouraged to apply for the available post.

ASSISTANT OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR
Reports to: Cargo Operations Manager
Summary of Responsibilities: The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager and will assist with the supervision of all 

container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for preparing vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and statistical/
Operational reports. Able to check reefer plugins, read and calculate charges. Learn newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System, training to be 
provided. Assist COM with preparing gang order for vessels and reefer cargo information. This post is fun and challenging, come prepared for a new venture.

Job Responsibilities:
Summary of Responsibilities: The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager (COM) and will assist with the supervision 

of all container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for preparing vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and 
statistical/Operational reports. Able to check reefer plugins, read and calculate charges. Utilize newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System (TOS), 
inhouse training and opportunity for ongoing self-development to be provided.

Assist COM with preparing gang order for vessels, berth planning, staff scheduling and reefer cargo information.

Leadership Responsibilities:
•	 Attract, develop, grow and retain the best talents and fill the leadership
 	 pipeline. 
•	 Organize, balance and schedule workloads within the department. 
•	 Prioritize, delegate, and set performance objectives. 
•	 Follow-up on performance, provide quality feedback, and objectively 
	 appraise differentiated performance levels. 
•	 Empower and inspire staff to achieve high levels of motivation and 
	 employee engagement. 
•	 Ensure zero harm, improve safe working processes. 
•	 Provide timely reports for all accidents, incidents and disciplinary 
	 incidents. 
•	 Understand Customer requirements and drive the department to achieve 
	 these on a consistent basis. 
•	 Track and manage variable expenditure to avoid all cost waste and reduce 
	 costs to the bare minimum. 
•	 Continuously lean, streamline, and improve processes. 
•	 Leverage relevant technology to automate processes. 
•	 Maintain high levels of data quality for data and information and reports 
	 provided to other functions.

Duties & Responsibilities:
•	 Remain vigilant and immediately take action in the event any personnel, 
	 customers or visitors to the terminal are not wearing PPE and/or any unsafe 
	 acts are witnessed.
•	 Assist with supervising of the movement of inbound and outbound of all 
	 containers and break bulk/bulk cargoes.
•	 Assist with supervising of personnel working in the port compound, 
	 container yard and pier. 
•	 Assist with the input, processing and verification of correct and complete 
	 upload of vessel and cargo information into the TOS in preparation of 
	 vessel arrival. Reconcile planned and executed work prior vessel departure. 
	 Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required. 
•	 Develop and implement a systematic yard plan to accommodate performa 
	 cargo flows into and out of the yard; modify as required to meet actual 
	 vessel cargo fluctuations. 
•	 Plan, sequence, execute and monitor cargo discharge and load, into and 
	 out of the yard in an optimized manner. 
•	 Generate and execute work queues for yard stacker operators; discharge 
	 and load; monitor execution. 
•	 Assist with the preparation of gang order for vessels. 
•	 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance of the staff roster; 
	 aligning anticipated operations manning requirements with projected vessel 
	 movements, distributing regularly (daily if required). 
•	 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance and distribution of the 
	 Berth Plan. 
•	 Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required. 
•	 Provide relief at Front-Desk release processes as required. 
•	 Check and sign delivery orders for authenticity to load direct delivery 
	 containers. 
•	 Assist with the supervising of the loading and unloading of containers and 
	 break-bulk vessels in compound/pierhead. 
•	 Provide reports of vessels worked to Accounts Department for billing. 
•	 Provide reports (work logs) of vessels worked for operations statistics. 
•	 Check and prepare reefer cargo information. Check reefer plug-ins, reading 
	 and calculate charges. 
•	 Develop and maintain operational data and operational reporting.

Innovation & Productivity Improvements
•	 Learn “Octopi” Terminal Operating System (TOS). Initial basic training 
	 is to be provided and an inquisitive mind is required to continually learn, 
	 adopt and implement new features released within the TOS software on 
	 an ongoing basis. Strive to realize both the TOS’s and the organization’s 
	 full potential.
•	 Proactively drive efficiency and productivity and provide suggestions and 
	 recommendations to the Supervisors for continuous improvements.
•	 Develop and maintain updated processes and procedures for all tasks so 
	 that work is 100% standardized. 
•	 Actively seek opportunities to drive innovation and realize efficiencies in 
	 the standardized work. 
•	 Ensure all general work areas in a clean, tidy and hazard free condition. 
•	 Any other duties and functions, of a related nature that may be assigned 
	 from time to time by the Cargo Operations Manager.

Requirements:
•	 Demonstratable supervisory and leadership skills required 
•	 Proactive in addressing safety issues, hazardous practices and operational 
	 emergencies 
•	 Ability to challenge standard practice and drive operational improvements 
•	 Ability to work independently 
•	 Able to work flexible hours 
•	 Strong mathematical and analytical skills, critical thinking 
•	 Microsoft office proficiency required 
•	 Computer literacy including familiarity with data base entry and reporting, 
	 TOS utilization.

Job qualifications/Requirements:
•	 Experience in Cargo & Container Operations, Production or similar would 
	 be an asset. 
•	 Associates Degree or higher 
•	 Math & English CXC passes would be an asset. 
•	 Experience supervising a blue-collar team would be an asset.

Skills/Competencies:
•	 Ability to work independently
•	 Ability to work flexible working hours 
•	 Math and analytical skills required. 
•	 Supervisory and leadership skills required. 
•	 Pro-activeness required. 
•	 Microsoft office proficiency required.

Compensation Package: 	 Will be commensurate (in accordance with the 
				    Company's Salary Structure).

To Apply: 
Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource 

Manager), copy of valid social security card, Valid police record, name and 
phone number of two (2) previous employers and a copy of COVID vaccination 
card.

Applications should be emailed to:

jobapplications@portofbelize.com
Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, March 25th, 2022
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The Right Honour-
able Said Musa, 

former Prime Minister 
of Belize once said; 
“Belize is a good coun-
try.”   Perhaps it was 
an understatement and 
he could have elabo-
rated, but he was ab-
solutely correct and 
‘dead on the money.’ 
Belize ostensibly is 
a true tropical para-
dise, but it has a major 
problem: and that is its 
politics, which has also 
contaminated many of 
its people.  

But the physical 
aspect of the country 
is amazingly superb. 
Its location, smug in 
Central America and 
washed by the beau-
tiful and bounteous 
Caribbean Sea is ide-
al.   Its climate is one 
in which there are no 
great extremes, e.g. 
Its temperature is con-
stant within a relatively 
narrow range; it has 
the largest barrier reef 
in the entire Atlantic 
Ocean, second only to 
the great barrier reef of 
Australia.  With such a 
reef it is home to a wide 
variety of living ma-
rine organisms.  There 
are numerous fishing 
banks with large num-
bers of different species 
of fish; then there is 
lobster, shrimp, conch, 
crab, rich nourishing 
seaweeds, and seagrass 
to provide food for the 
marine herbivores, all 
of which becomes a 
food source for us.  

There are the man-
groves whose roots 
help to hold the soil 
together and prevent 
erosion plus it provides 
nursery and protec-
tion for young hatch-
lings - before they ven-
ture out into the deeper 
open waters.   There 
are numerous marine 
birds that enhance 
the beauty of the ma-
r ine  envi ronment .   
In addition to all this, 
the sea provides for 
recreation such as 
boating, i.e. sailing, 
steaming, sport and 
commercial fishing, 
swimming, snorkeling, 
scuba diving, picnick-
ing, and residing at the 
numerous cayes with 
their sandy beaches and 
the blue and turquoise 
waters and fresh sea 
breezes cooling down 

the heat from the land. 
We still have quite a 
bit of forest which is 
so essential to life, and 
ours is a tropical for-
est that is so bountiful 
with its high degree of 
productivity.  It allows 
for high production of 
rich pure oxygen in a 
clear unpolluted sky, 
and at the same time 
allows for carbon diox-
ide sequestration for its 
photosynthetic activity.  

The forest also pro-
vides wood for building 
homes and is used in 
cooking.  The advan-
tage here is that trees 
that are cut can be re-
planted for sustainabil-
ity.  The forest is home 
to many game animals 
and wild birds which 
are used for food.   It 
is to the credit of dif-
ferent governments to 
have and maintain for-
est reserves.   Except 
for Guyana, the other 
Caribbean territories 
virtually lack forests of 
any significance.  Our 
forest also provides 
watersheds for our 
water supply needs. 
There are numerous 
year-round rivers due 
to the topography of 
the land and the forest 
watersheds.  

Water that is so es-
sential for life is needed 
for drinking, cooking, 
washing, removal of 
waste, both body waste 
and sullage ie waste 
from bathing, clean-
ing, mopping, doing 
the dishes, etc. The 
rivers house, a variety 
of fish, turtles, fresh-
water crayfish all used 
to provide for food, 
transportation, naviga-
tion, and recreation viz: 
boating, swimming, 
and fishing.  There are 
also many wetlands 
with a wide variety of 
birds species inhabiting 
them as well as many 
lagoons suited for rec-
reation such as fishing 
and swimming etc.

Then they are many 
areas of the country 
that are rich in agricul-
tural lands.  This is ex-
pressed in the wide va-
riety of fruits and veg-
etables available.  This 
includes coconuts with 
their healthy refreshing 
water and the meat for 
coconut milk for cook-
ing and sweet delica-
cies; the wide varieties 
of mangoes, plums, 
soursop, cashews (with 
their nuts), custard ap-

who will ultimately 
demand and get back 
their investment “many 
sold” (their pound of 
flesh) when campaign-
ing to win the votes of 
citizens. It is like the 
story of the politician 
who died and went to 
St. Peter at the pearly 
gates.   But, there, St. 
Peter told him that he 
just cannot enter heav-
en, but must experience 
both heaven and hell 
then make his choice. 
So he was sent to hell 
first.  He expected the 
heat of fire and brim-
stone and the scream-
ing and whaling from 
people suffering.   In-
stead when he got there, 
he was welcomed into 
a most beautiful place, 
lawns well-manicured 
no heat nor screaming. 
He was then taken to 
a luxurious Five Star 
air-conditioned ho-
tel with a swimming 
pool. He was given 
the most scrumptious 
cuisine.   He then saw 
many of his old friends 
beckoning to him and 
inviting him to play 
golf with them.  

Afterward, he was 
treated to a most lovely 
and divine dinner of 
lobster, shrimp, baked 
potatoes, expensive 
wines – the works.  He 
then went to the pool to 
swim where beautiful 
young ladies brought 
him his choice of the 
finest champagne and 
whiskey.   After all 
this, he was back at the 
pearly gates, where St. 
Peter explained to him 
the conditions of heav-
en.  There, people were 
in their white robes, 
singing hymns, praying 
and reading the Bible, 
reciting the rosary, and 
consuming nourishing 
milk and honey.  So St. 

Peter told him he can 
choose to spend eter-
nity in heaven or hell.  

Well, the wily poli-
tician chose hell and 
was sent back there to 
spend eternity.  When 
he arrived, the searing 
heat was unbearable; 
there was hellfire and 
brimstone, people were 
crying and screaming 
as they were being tor-
tured.  He saw the devil 
and asked about the air-
conditioned hotel, the 
scrumptious food, the 
golf course, the pool, 
and the fine expensive 
wines, whiskey, and 
champagne.  The devil 
he had seen the day be-
fore replied: “Well you 
see, yesterday we were 
campaigning, today 
you voted.” Shades of 
Belizean elections?

In the old days, Belize 
was a calm pleasant so-
ciety people were more 
mannerly, respectful, 
decent, and friend-
ly.   One would wish 
and hope that the peo-
ple of Belize would re-
alize the God-given gift 
of a wonderful country 
like Belize:  We should 
never cease to pray and 
thank the lord for this 
country, this tranquil 
haven of democracy; 
this country, this bless-
ed choice: Our own 
“Belize by the sea”.  
   Disclaimer: the opin-
ions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs 
alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective 
of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues 
touched. We believe 
it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate 
discussion through 
their expressions on 
any number of topics.

A Good Country
No Excuses

In the old days, Belize was a calm 
pleasant society people were more 
mannerly, respectful, decent, and 
friendly.  One would wish and hope 
that the people of Belize would real-
ize the God-given gift of a wonderful 
country like Belize: 

ples, avocado pears, cit-
rus fruits, watermelons, 
cantaloupe, pineapples, 
berries, etc.  Many veg-
etables like tomatoes, 
peppers, okra, green 
leafy vegetables of all 
sorts, cucumbers, beets, 
pumpkins, chochos, 
rice, corn beans of dif-
ferent types, legumes, 
ground tubers, roots 
etc.  Then there are dif-
ferent animals used for 
meat: chickens, ducks, 
turkeys, pigs, cattle, 
sheep, goats, and so 
on.  Added to all this 
is a relatively small 
population with its rich 
cultural diversity.

The result is incur-
sions from the neigh-
boring countries ex-

ploiting our resourc-
es.   These incursions 
not only involve tak-
ing, clearing, and oc-
cupying our land, but 
are also causing our 
population to increase 
with the resultant il-
legal cutting down of 
our forests and exploit-
ing our fish stocks.   It 
is also causing an in-
creasing demand on 
our social resources 
such as educational, 
medical, police, prison 
overcrowding, human 
social resource sys-
tems.  The incursions 
are for the most part 
by poor immigrants, 
very many thousands of 
them who are seeking 
a better life (otherwise 
they would not come).  

They all come to eke 
out a living from our lit-
tle country.  You don’t 
get medical doctors, 
nurses, pharmacists, 
teachers, engineers, 
architects, surveyors 
coming in.  Those who 
come are all poor peo-
ple and from several 
countries, not just one: 
Guatemala, Honduras, 
El Salvador and Nica-
ragua.   Except for El 
Salvador which is about 
the same size as Belize 
physically, the other is 
some five or six times 
the size of Belize with 
huge populations com-
pared to Belize,  With 

some 20% of Belize 
population made up of 
“aliens” its population 
is now about 400,000 
people.   Guatemala’s 
about  17,000,000, 
El Salvador or about 
7 ,000,000 Hondu-
ras about 10,000,000 
and Nicaragua about 
7,000,000 i.e. some 
40,000,000 immediate-
ly around us.  We are 
not counting Chinese, 
Asians, Africans, and 
Europeans.

With all our God-
given resources our 
people don’t seem 
to realize all that we 
have.  They don’t ap-
preciate “the wealth 
untold.”   Instead, our 
people complain, beg, 

seek handouts, encour-
aged and pushed by 
politicians.   This is 
seen by how the poli-
ticians carry on in the 
House of Representa-
tives.   Each political 
party spends most of 
its time accusing each 
other of hustle and cor-
ruption.   

The argument is not 
so much about who 
performs well for the 
people and country 
but rather on who is 
more corrupt, as they 
hurl insults at each 
other.   The behavior 
of the nonpolitical 
senators in the Upper 
House is a lot more 
refreshing.  Politicians’ 
objective appears to 
be that of getting into 
“power” to hustle and 
in so doing contami-
nate society.  Big busi-
nesses support and 
control politicians to 
get their own hustle 
and this passes down 
to the people from the 
higher ranks down to 
the people who seek 
to copy the trend,  So 
each rank seeks to be 
a part of this hustle: 
e.g. within the public 
service, the police and 
quasi-government or-
ganizations.  

Poli t icians make 
ludicrous outlandish 
promises and accept 
funding from those 

CONTRIBUTED:
Retired Public 

Officer



THE REPORTER	                                                Sunday, March 20th, 2022                                                                                    Page 15

‘A small Belizean 
caye has been fea-
tured in international 
news this week. But, 
not as an eco-desti-
nation or playground 
for the rich and fa-
mous. This t ime it 
seems a piece of Be-
lize is being touted 
as the world’s new-
est nation, complete 
with a flag, national 
anthem, national day, 
a n d  e v e n  i t s  o w n 
p r i n c e  a n d  P r i m e 
Minister. 

The  inves tors ,  a 
group called “Let’s 
Buy an Island,” say 
they completed the 
purchase of Coffee 
Caye through crowd 

funding, right before 
the pandemic.  The 
team led its first trip 
to the island in late 
2021. Now, if all of 
this seems a bit far-
fetched for you, the 
concept of a micro 
nation is not new. 

Several have been 
es tabl i shed across 
the globe, although 
they are not official-
ly recognized states. 
The  i nves to r s  a r e 
now calling Coffee 
Caye the Principal-
ity of Islandia. And 
while it appears to 
simply be a unique 
marketing strategy 
to attract capital, Is-
landia has already 
pulled in almost one 
hundred  inves to r s 
and two hundred and 
f o r t y - n i n e  p e o p l e 
who consider them-
selves citizens. And 
they are reportedly 
aiming for five thou-
sand citizens in the 
near  fu ture ’ .  New 
5  Be l i ze ,  On- l i ne 
newsp r in t ,  Be l i z e 
C .A .  March  11 th , 

It is with an out-
right sense of resent-
ment that I read the 
article about Coffee 
Caye in one of our 
loca l  on l ine  news 
feeds. I  appreciate 
that the media house 
carried it because it 
shows the audacity 
of some foreigners 
especially when they 
are spending a li t-
tle bit of money in 
Belize. 

While I completely 
understand what this 
project is trying to 
achieve, i t  fl ies in 
the face of Belizeans 
and the respect  of 
Bel ize as  a  sover-
eign state. If there 
is one issue that as 
Belizeans we do not 
joke about, it’s our 
right to exist and the 
fac t  tha t  we are  a 
sovereign independ-
ent state. 

After generations 
o f  dea l ing  wi th  a 
bully to the west and 
south and who until 
this day continue to 
have  an  un found-
ed territorial claim 
over our beloved na-
tion, the last thing 
we need is for some 
enti ty,  investment, 
project, group or just 
plain jokers coming 
up with some idea 
or scheme to create 
their own microna-
tion. 

This is distasteful, 
disrespectful and just 
plain ignorant. The 
government must put 
a stop to this non-
sense immediately. 
A s  h a r d w o r k i n g , 
patriotic and proud 
Belizean we need to 
stop having people 
come within our bor-

ders and do whatever 
they  want .  Things 
that they would not 
dream of  doing in 
their own countries 
are readily put into 
practice here. 

You simply do not 
go into a man’s house 
and do as you will. 
That is not allowed 
in a personal setting 
and must not be al-
lowed at  the level 
of the state. While it 
appears that the ‘in-
vestment’ is saying 
that they will abide 
by all the laws of Be-
lize, just making that 
statement or coming 
up with the idea of 
creat ing your  own 
nation should have 
never been on their 
mind, had they done 
their researched on 
the history of Belize. 

GOB please put the 
wrath of God in these 
people and stop this 
madness. We cannot 
be so cash scrap and 
investment  hungry 
that we allow people 
t o  come  he re  and 
blatantly disrespect 
us as a nation and a 
people.  

It’s all about the 
people!

Disc la imer :  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ica l  that 
our columnists be 
allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 
number of topics.

The Status of the State  
All about The People

2022
Any person  tha t 

is a not a citizen of 
Belize is therefore 
a guest in the nation 
and are there pretty 
much at the pleasure 
o f  the  peop le  and 
the government  of 
Belize. 

As a citizen of any 
nation there are cer-

tain legal rights you 
are entit led to and 
also certain obliga-
tion that you have as 
being a part of that 
state. Depending on 
what type of govern-
ance system you live 
under, you may have 
the right to liberty, 
free speech, a fair ju-
dicial system and the 
right to defend your-

self in a court of law, 
sa fe ty,  educa t ion , 
health care, freedom 
of  re l ig ion  o r  the 
freedom to pursuit 
your own happiness. 

As a foreigner you 
may automatical ly 
enjoy these univer-
sa l  f r eedoms  bu t , 
within the scope of 
the nat ion you re-

side or visit. For ex-
ample ,  t he  ex t en t 
of  f reedom of  the 
press and personal 
f ree  speech  d i ffe r 
widely as compared 
between China and 
the  Uni ted Sta tes . 
Then there is the as-
pect of cultural and 
local norms. The cul-
tural dynamics of na-
tions are completely 
different. They are 
forged by his tory, 
race, culture, popu-
lation demographics, 
education, religion, 
s tandard  of  l iv ing 
and a myriad of other 
factors. 

These form those 
unwri t ten rules  of 
etiquette that must 
be respected if you 
are in someone else’s 
country. For exam-
ple, it would be ex-
tremely disrespectful 
and impolite to ask 
for bacon as part of 
your breakfast menu 
if you are in an Is-
l amic  Mus l im na-
tion.

Neri Briceno

This is distasteful, disrespectful and 
just plain ignorant. The government 
must put a stop to this nonsense imme-
diately. As hardworking, patriotic and 
proud Belizean we need to stop having 
people come within our borders and do 
whatever they want. 
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       STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT 
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Consultancy Firm to review and update the current Taxpayer Segmentation Model 
and develop a Risk-based Compliance Management Model

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		  Belize Project: Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 		  Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to review and update the current Taxpayer Segmentation and develop 
			   a Risk-based Compliance Management Model.

Loan No.: 		  4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 		  April 1st, 2022, Belize Local Time

The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax modernization project 
entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-L1031). Through this project, 
the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has procured a Modern Integrated Tax 
Administration System (the Revenue Management System (RMS) and is presently 
in the implementation process. This new system will be used in the management of the 
Belize Tax Administration.

The BTSD Strategic Plan clearly addresses the relevance of taxpayer segmentation and 
the risk management approach. It indicates that:

“It has become good practice for Tax Administrators across the world to implement 
Taxpayer Segmentation in revenue management to effectively analyze taxpayer 
data and to efficaciously implement different and specific surveillance and control 
mechanisms,” and that; “The deployment of a ‘Risk management approach’ is a modern 
and pertinent tactic that would aid in compliance. This approach gives a structured basis for 
strategic planning; focuses on the underlying drivers (not symptoms) of non-compliance; 
promotes diversity in the way major tax compliance risks are treated, rather than a ‘one 
size fits all’ approach; realizes better outcomes as it refers to efficiency and effectiveness 
of programs; coincides with international standards and is a strong basis for evidence-
based evaluation. 

Consequently, the BTSD will explore the introduction of a Risk Management Plan 
(RMP) to properly respond to the risks identified on a timely basis, to minimize overall 
compliance burden for both the taxpayers and the tax administration. As an important 
aspect of the RMP, risk mitigating strategies will be proposed for application against 
potential and existing risks. The plan will highlight all areas of risks including risk-based 
assessments, risk-based audits, risk-based sector and taxpayer segmentation, compliance 
risks (registration, filing, reporting and payments) and international risks. Risk mitigation 
reduces the extent of exposure and ensures that the strategic objectives are achieved.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a Consultancy Firm 
for a period of five (5) months to review and update the current Taxpayer Segmentation 
and develop a Risk-based compliance management model, including configuration of the 
model in the ITAS. The main activity of the consultancy includes:

1.	 To prepare an Action plan for the review and updating of the Taxpayer
 	 Segmentation Model and Risk Analysis Strategy
2.	 To Assess the status of BTSD taxpayer segmentation and the use of risk-based 
	 techniques in the BTSD and to analyze the BTSD taxpayer information to identify
 	 ways to segment the taxpayer population following different criteria (income,
 	 assets, number of employees, economic activities etc.), and other relevant 
	 indicators.
3. 	 To review and update the current model for segmentation of BTSD taxpayers
 	 (companies and individuals) and to define a strategy for updating taxpayers’ 
	 segments and profiles in the ITAS periodically.
4.	 Profile all BTSD taxpayers following the model once the model is approved by
 	 BTSD management. 
5.	 To propose a model for the risk-based compliance model, defining the risk-based 
	 indicators, the rules, the risk factors to be utilized, their relative relevance (high,
 	 medium, low), the sources of information to utilized, the mitigation measures,
 	 and the required operations to use them. 
6.	 To include the information on taxpayer segmentation in the ITAS database,
 	 inclusive of defining (setting) the parameters and rules for its then configuration 
	 in the ITAS database. 
7.	 To prepare a report on the risks identified as well as the relevant mitigation
 	 measures to be introduced. 
8.	 To suggest additional information (internal and external) to improve its risk-based
 	 control system. 
9.	 To deliver workshops to BTSD staff on the Taxpayer Segmentation Model and 
	 risk analysis strategy to be implemented.

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ relevant working 
experience in similar assignment, helping tax administrations to implement risk-based 
taxpayer compliance programs with the application of taxpayer segmentation and 
information crosschecking. In addition, the Consultant firm should have a minimum five 
(5) years’ specific experience in the following areas:

	 •	 Tax administration, 
	 •	 Taxpayer compliance control based on taxpayer segmentation, risk
 		  analysis and information crosschecking, and 
	 •	 Training on risk-based taxpayer, taxpayer segmentation and 
		  information crosschecking.

As well as a minimum of three (3) years of previous experience in conducting assistance 
to countries in the areas of taxpayer segmentation, implementing risk-based compliance 

controls, and information crosschecking. Furthermore, the Consulting firm should have 
knowledge and experience working in Belize, and or the Caribbean environment in a 
similar assignment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms (“Consultants”) to 
indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants must submit 
an Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that they have the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services (description of similar 
assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience in similar conditions, 
availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term “consultant” means a legally established 
professional consulting firm or an entity that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services
 		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of 
		  assignments.
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the respective
 		  client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract or agreement with 
		  the client including copy of the TOR).
	 (iv)	 Two references 
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation, information
 		  of shareholders of company specifying the shares owned by each
 		  respective shareholder of the company and a copy of documentation of 
		  nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security Board 
	 (viii)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix)	 Copy of Current Trade License

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost - Based 
Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: 
Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American 
Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants 
as defined in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on a 
competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the 
proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will 
be asked to submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a sub-
consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing the short list, the 
nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally incorporated or constituted 
and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours Monday 
to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered via direct 
mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 3:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday 
April 1st, 2022.

Interested consulting firms are asked to submit their expression of interest via e-mail to 
Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consultancy Firm to review and update 
the current Taxpayer Segmentation and develop a Risk-based Compliance Management 
Model in the subject header, or submit on or before 3:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on 
Friday April 1st, 2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing 
Unit Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
INDIVIDUAL CONSULTING SERVICES

Institution:	     Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing
Country:		      Belize
Project:		      Additional Financing for George Price Highway Rehabilitation 
			       Project
Sector:		      Infrastructure, Environment and Natural Disasters 
Abstract:		      Individual Consulting Services – Social Specialist 
Loan/Credit/Grant No.:	4616/OC-BL 
Deadline:		      March 25th, 2022

The Government of Belize has received financing from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), 
towards the cost of the Additional Financial under the George Price Highway Rehabilitation Project 
and intends to apply part of the proceeds for consulting services.

The consulting services (“the Services”) include the contracting of a Social Specialist for one year who 
will be responsible for the design, implementation, and oversight of a social program for the technical co-
operation and loan programs managed by the Program Management Unit.

The Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing now invites eligible Individual Consultants to 
indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should provide information demon-
strating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the Services.

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter- American 
Development Bank (GN-2350-15, January 2020) – Section V, 5.2 Selection of Individual Consultants 
based on Comparison of Qualifications of National Individual Consultants.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours:

Program Management Unit 
#1 Power Lane, Belmopan, Cayo 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
Tel: 501-822-0100/1942 
Email: pmupcmow@gmail.com or gphrp.3344@midh.gov.bz

Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below (in person, or 
by mail, or by e-mail) by 10:00 am (local Belize time) on March 25th, 2022.

Attn:	 Mr. Rolando Chan 
		  Program Coordinator 
		  #1 Power Lane, Belmopan 
		  Cayo District, Belize
Tel:		  501-822-0100/1942
E-mail:	 pmupcmow@gmail.com or gphrp.3344@midh.gov.bz

By William Ysaguirre

Belizeans can no 
longer afford to 

take our ample fresh-
water resources for 
granted, as the recent 
drought of 2019 dem-
onstrated, and farm-
ers drawing on un-
derground water for 
crop irrigation during a 
drought must consider 
that they are drawing 
on an aquifer that is 
also used by Mexico 
and Guatemala, Prin-
cipal Hydrologist Ten-
nielle Williams Hendy 
warned.

Williams explained 
the dynamics of man-
aging Belize’s water 
resources, when the 
Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Petroleum 
and Mining launched 
its $1.8 million project 
to develop a National 

Adaptation Plan for 
sustainable water man-
agement at the Best 
Western Biltmore Plaza 
Hotel in Belize City last 
Thursday afternoon, 
March 10. 

The project aims to 
benefit the most vulner-
able population: Be-
lize’s farmers, who lost 
millions of dollars in 
crop damages when riv-
ers burst their banks and 
flooded their fields, and 
millions more in losses 
from failed harvests 
caused by droughts. 
Climate Change has 
not only altered rainfall 
patterns and thrown 
farmers’ planting sea-
sons out of kilter. It 
has also had multiple 
impacts on Belize’s 
water resources, as sea 
level rise means the 
contamination of un-

derground freshwater 
aquifers with salt wa-
ter, and the increasing 
salt level in the Belize 
River estuary is already 
making Belize Water 
Services plan to relo-
cate the water intake 
for the water treatment 
plant at Double Run, 
which supplies Belize 

City.  
The project will work 

in partnership with the 
Caribbean Commu-
nity Climate Change 
Center (CCCCC) in 
Belmopan to develop 
a national climate ad-
aptation plan to man-
age Belize’s water re-
sources in a sustain-

able manner, explained 
Ministry of Economic 
Development’s Chief 
Executive Officer Os-
mond Martinez. The 
project will develop 
a learning framework 
for managing our water 
resources, along with 
a national monitoring 
and evaluation system 
for all Belize’s rivers, 
lagoons and streams 
water resources. Lo-
cal academia will be 
invited to collaborate 
in monitoring coastal 
sea levels and water 
resources to gather bet-
ter information for im-
proved decision mak-
ing to adapt to climate 
change impacts. The 
project will also devel-
op a concept note of the 
adaptation priorities of 
the water sector within 
the management plan.

Belize is not alone 
in its fight against 
the effects of Cli-
mate Change, as the 
Green Climate Fund 
offers help to develop-
ing nations to adapt 
and mitigate Climate 
Change impacts, ex-
plained Belize’s GCF 
focal point Leroy Mar-
tinez. 

Belize has access to 
$10.8 billion to which 
the Fund has raised in 
pledges from 48 na-
tions to conform to the 
Paris Agreement, when 
the United Nations 
Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change 
UNFCCC established 
the Fund in 2010. The 
fund finances projects 
to reduce carbon emis-
sions an also mitigation 
projects to improve 
resilience to Climate 
Change, and the pub-
lic and private sector 
and civil organizations 
can also submit project 
proposals to get GCF 
funding. 

Projects submitted 
by the private sector 
or civil societies must 
conform to national 
priorities, and must first 
be approved by the Na-
tional Designated Au-
thority—CEO Osmond 
Martinez, and the GCF 
focal point within the 
ministry—to be consid-
ered for GCF financing. 
The GCF may provide 
a grant or a loan on 
concessionary terms, or 
in the form of technical 
assistance. 

The Caribbean De-
velopment Bank and 5 
C’s are regional entities 
already accredited to 
the GCF, as is the Pro-
tected Areas Conserva-
tion Trust (PACT). The 

Development Finance 
Corporation, the Social 
Investment Fund and 
the Ministry of Eco-
nomic Development 
are also seeking GCF 
accreditation.

Hydrologist Tenni-
elle Williams explained 
that persons planning 
to drill a well for water 
are required by law to 
first obtain a license 
from the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Mining. 
They have to determine 
the rate of water flow 
from the aquifer they 
tap into and whether it 
will meet their needs 
for the amount of wa-
ter they plan to ex-
tract, and whether it 
will be sustainable for 
the groundwater to be 
replenished naturally 
by rainfall over time. 
The need for a water 
management plan has 
become urgent, as the 
best climate change 
projection indicate the 
rainfall will decrease 
progressively over all 
regions of the world. It 
may be hard to imagine 
now, but water will 
become more valuable 
than oil!

Belizeans must learn 
how to conserve water 
and to properly dispose 
of garbage to avoid con-
tamination of the water 
supply. This means not 
dumping garbage down 
an empty well which 
has gone dry, as the 
waste may still leach 
harmful chemicals into 
the underground water 
supply. The plan will 
include a public edu-
cation component to 
bring everyone in sync 
with the national goals. 
Belizeans must be pre-
pared for the economic 
impact of natural di-
sasters that are related 
to water.

Providing safe, po-
table water for every-
one, particularly the 
rural population in the 
villages, is a complex 
problem and 5C’s stand 
ready to help, affirmed 
Keith Nichols, the head 
of Project Develop-
ment and Management 
Unit at 5C’s. As an ac-
credited entity of the 
GCF, 5C’s is equipped 
to prepare projects for 
up to US$50 million 
in GCF financing. In 
the case of other small 
islands where rainfall 
has been reduced, the 
center has helped with 
water desalination proj-
ects powered by so-
lar, as desalination is 
expensive in terms of 
power consumption. 

Principal Hydrologist Tennielle Williams 

Belize plans to manage Water resources



Page 18						         Sunday, March 20th, 2022  	 THE REPORTER



THE REPORTER	                                                Sunday, March 20th, 2022                                                                                    Page 19



Page 20						         Sunday, March 20th, 2022  	 THE REPORTER



THE REPORTER	                                                Sunday, March 20th, 2022                                                                                    Page 21

Fun Facts! -

In Western culture, 
a long neck can ap-
pear regal, feminine, 
and dainty. However, 
in other parts of the 
world, primarily a tribe 
called Padaung locat-
ed in Myanmar and 
northern Thailand, it’s 
a custom.

The women of the 
Padaung tribe in My-
anmar and northern 
Thailand hold the re-
cord for having the 
longest necks in the 
world. The country 
that’s famous for its 
islands and amazing 
street food also fea-
tures women who bind 
their necks to make 
them appear longer!

It’s been an age-old 
custom for young girls 
- even before puber-
ty - to start wearing 
iron coils around their 
necks. They start with 
just a few, and more 
and more are added 
over the years to give 
the appearance of a 
long neck.

The women of the 
Padaung tribe hold the 
record for the longest 
neck in the world. As 
far as this world record 
goes, they really stick 
their necks out.

The longest  re-
corded neck length 
is 15.75 inches long. 
Record-keepers base 

this measurement on 
the distance between 
the earlobe and the 
collarbone. The aver-
age neck length of a 
Padaung woman is 10 
inches, which is double 
the average length of a 
human neck.

Before we dig into 
whether or not you 
can make your neck 
longer, let’s explore the 
phenomenon.

While it may seem 
that the neck itself is 
stretching, it’s not. For 
a long time, experts 
thought that it was 
actually the distance 
between the vertebra 
that was stretching and 
lengthening. After re-
searching the women 
with the long necks — 
complete with x-rays 

— they found some-
thing different.

The neck itself isn’t 
stretching, however, 
the collarbone and 
the ribs are pushed 
down.  Therefore , 
this make the long-
est neck in the world 
an optical illusion. 
It appears as though 
the neck i tself  is 
stretched, when in 
actuality the support-
ing structures of the 
collarbone and the 
ribs push down. This 
makes the appearance 
of a much longer neck.

Therefore, the wom-
en who have the long-
est necks actually have 
the most pushed down 
collarbones and rib 
cages, creating the im-
age of a long neck. To 

physically lengthen 
the neck would cause 
paralysis and death.

In other words, 
technically you could 
make your neck long-
er. This will involve 
wearing thick, heavy 
coils around your neck 
from a very young age. 
You’ll then have to sys-
tematically add coils to 
slowly increase the 
length without causing 
too much pain. You’ll 
have to sleep and bathe 
with said coils. When 
you do take them off 
occasionally, you risk 
passing out.

In conclusion, if you 
really want to have a 
longer neck, get started 
quickly because it’s not 
something you can do 
overnight.

Giant penguins once roamed the planet. The first bird actually called a penguin 
was the now-extinct Great Auk found in the North Atlantic. Tragically, early 
explorers and their contemporaries found Great Auks a little too tasty, and the 
birds were all killed off.

Fossil evidence shows that penguins evolved before the dinosaurs died out, and 
there are remains of giant, people-sized, prehistoric penguins.

The world’s smallest penguin stands just over 30cm high. 

You’ll only find wild penguins in the Southern Hemisphere. All wild penguins 
live in the Southern Hemisphere, and although they are synonymous with the 
ice, only two species live on the continent of Antarctica. The Galapagos penguin 

is the only penguin that ever naturally ventures into the Northern Hemisphere on especially long feeding trips.

Penguins’ black and white ‘tuxedo’ helps them avoid predators Most penguins have black backs and a white 
belly. This makes them harder to see from above because they blend in with the dark ocean beneath them. And 
looking from below, their white underside matches the bright sky overhead.

Penguins use some clever tricks to help them move faster.  To move fast through the water, penguins use a 
technique called porpoising. To move quickly over the ice, they switch to tobogganning. Curiously, porpoises 
neither use toboggans nor do they use the word penguin as a verb.

C
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The longest human necks!
No Fly Zone!

No moonwalking!!



Page 22						         Sunday, March 20th, 2022  	 THE REPORTER

The five (and more) human senses
There are five basic human senses: touch, sight, 

hearing, smell and taste. The sensing organs 
associated with each sense send information to 
the brain to help us understand and perceive the 
world around us. However, there are in fact  other 
human senses in addition to the basic five that you 
couldn’t live without. These lesser-known senses 
include spatial awareness and balance. Here’s how 
the human senses work.

TOUCH
Touch is thought to be the first sense that 

humans develop, according to the Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Touch consists of 
several distinct sensations communicated to the 
brain through specialized neurons in the skin. 
Pressure, temperature, light touch, vibration, pain 
and other sensations are all part of the touch sense 
and are all attributed to different receptors 
in the skin.

Touch isn’t just a sense used to interact 
with the world; it also seems to be very 
important to a human’s well-being. For 
example, touch has been found to convey 
compassion from one human to another, 
according to a study published by the 
University of California, Berkeley. 

Touch can also influence how humans 
make decisions. Texture can be associated 
with abstract concepts, and touching 
something with a texture can influence 
the decisions a person makes, according 
to six studies by psychologists at Harvard 
University and Yale University, published 
in the June 24, 2010, issue of the journal 
Science. 

SIGHT
Sight, or perceiving things through the eyes, 

is a complex process. First, light reflects off an 
object to the eye. The transparent outer layer of the 
eye called the cornea bends the light that passes 
through the hole of the pupil. The iris (which is 
the colored part of the eye) works like the shutter 
of a camera, retracting to shut out light or opening 
wider to let in more light. 

“The cornea focuses most of the light. Then, it 
[the light] passes through the lens, which continues 
to focus the light,” explained Dr. Mark Fromer, 
an ophthalmologist and retina specialist at Lenox 
Hill Hospital in New York City. 

The lens of the eye then bends the light and 
focuses it on the retina, which is full of nerve cells. 
These cells are shaped like rods and cones and are 
named for their shapes, according to the American 
Optometric Association. Cones translate light into 
colors, central vision and details. The rods translate 
light into peripheral vision and motion. Rods also 
give humans vision when there is limited light 
available, like at night. The information translated 
from the light is sent as electrical impulses to the 
brain through the optic nerve.

People without sight may compensate with 
enhanced hearing, taste, touch and smell, 
according to a March 2017 study published in the 
journal PLOS One. Their memory and language 
skills may be better than those born with sight, 
as well.

“Even in the case of being profoundly blind, 
the brain rewires itself in a manner to use the 
information at its disposal so that it can interact 
with the environment in a more effective manner,” 
Dr. Lotfi Merabet, senior author on that 2017 
study and the director of the Laboratory for 
Visual Neuroplasticity at Schepens Eye Research 

Institute of Massachusetts Eye and Ear, said in a 
statement.

HEARING
This sense works via the complex labyrinth that 

is the human ear. Sound is funneled through the 
external ear and piped into the external auditory 
canal. Then, sound waves reach the tympanic 
membrane, or eardrum. This is a thin sheet of 
connective tissue that vibrates when sound waves 
strike it. 

The vibrations travel to the middle ear. There, 
the auditory ossicles — three tiny bones called 
the malleus (hammer), incus (anvil) and stapes 
(stirrup) — vibrate. The stapes bone, in turn, 
pushes a structure called the oval window in 
and out, sending vibrations to the organ of Corti, 
according to the National Library of Medicine 
(NLM). This spiral organ is the receptor organ 

for hearing. Tiny hair cells in the organ of Corti 
translate the vibrations into electrical impulses. 
The impulses then travel to the brain via sensory 
nerves.

People retain their sense of balance because 
the Eustachian tube, or pharyngotympanic tube, 
in the middle ear equalizes the air pressure 
in the middle ear with the air pressure in the 
atmosphere, according to the International 
Journal of Audiology. The vestibular complex, 
in the inner ear, is also important for balance, 
because it contains receptors that regulate a sense 
of equilibrium. The inner ear is connected to the 
vestibulocochlear nerve, which carries sound and 
equilibrium information to the brain.

Have you ever listened to a recording of your 
voice and thought it didn’t sound like you? This 
is because some qualities of your voice sound 
different to those around you as you speak. For 
someone standing next to you, the sound of your 
voice will be detected as it is channelled through 
their ear canals, according to the BBC. The same 
will happen in your ears, but as the speech is being 
produced from within you, vibrations will also 
reach your eardrums via another route.

When your vocal cords make the noise, the 
vibrations travel up through your skull to reach 
your eardrums. As the waves move through bone, 
they stretch out more to become lower in pitch. 
Combined with the external sound waves, the 
outcome is a voice with a slightly different tone 
to what others hear.

SMELL
Humans may be able to smell over 1 trillion 

scents, according to the National Institutes of 
Health. They do this with the olfactory cleft, which 

is found on the roof of the nasal cavity, next to the 
“smelling” part of the brain, the olfactory bulb and 
fossa. Nerve endings in the olfactory cleft transmit 
smells to the brain..

Dogs are known as great smellers, but research 
suggests that humans are just as good. Research 
published in the May 11, 2017, issue of the journal 
Science suggests that humans can discriminate 
among 1 trillion different odors; it was once 
believed that humans could take in only 10,000 
different smells.

“The fact is the sense of smell is just as good 
in humans as in other mammals, like rodents and 
dogs,” John McGann, a neuroscientist at Rutgers 
University-New Brunswick in New Jersey and 
the author of the new review, said in a statement. 
The Rutgers study backs up a previous study at 
the Rockefeller University in New York, whose 

findings were published in the March 
2014 issue of the journal Science. 

Humans have 400 smel l ing 
receptors, according to the Monell 
Chemical Senses Center. While this 
isn’t as many as animals that are 
super smellers have, the much more 
complicated human brain makes up 
for the difference, McGann said.

In fact, poor smelling ability in 
people may be a symptom of a medical 
condition or aging. For example, the 
distorted or decreased ability to smell 
is a symptom of schizophrenia and 
depression, according to the journal 
Schizophrenia Research. 

Old age can also lessen the ability 
to smell properly. More than 75% of 
people over the age of 80 years may 
have major olfactory impairment, 

according to a 2006 paper published by the 
National Institutes of Health. 

TASTE
The gustatory sense is usually broken down into 

the perception of four different tastes: salty, sweet, 
sour and bitter. There is also a fifth taste, defined as 
umami or savory. There may be many other flavors 
that have not yet been discovered. Also, spicy is 
not a taste. It is actually a pain signal, according 
to the National Library of Medicine (NLM).

The sense of taste aided in human evolution, 
according to the NLM, because taste helped 
people test the food they ate. A bitter or sour taste 
indicated that a plant might be poisonous or rotten. 
Something salty or sweet, however, often meant 
the food was rich in nutrients.

Taste is sensed in the taste buds. Adults have 
2,000 to 4,000 taste buds. Most of them are on the 
tongue, but they also line the back of the throat, 
the epiglottis, the nasal cavity and the esophagus. 
Sensory cells on the buds form capsules shaped 
like flower buds or oranges, according to the NLM. 
The tips of these capsules have pores that work like 
funnels with tiny taste hairs. Proteins on the hairs 
bind chemicals to the cells for tasting.

This magnified image shows oval-shaped taste 
buds on the tongue. (Image credit: Getty Images)

It is a myth that the tongue has specific zones for 
each flavor, according to NLM. The five tastes can 
be sensed on all parts of the tongue, although the 
sides are more sensitive than the middle. About 
half of the sensory cells in taste buds react to 
several of the five basic tastes. The cells differ in 
their level of sensitivity. 

Each has a specific palette of tastes with a fixed 
(Turn to page 23)
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S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules  are 
extremely easy: Fill all 
empty squares so that 
the numbers 1 to 9 
appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

ranking, so some cells 
may be more sensitive 
to sweet, followed by 
bitter, sour and salty, 
while others have their 
own rankings. The full 
experience of a flavor 
is produced only after 
all of the information 
from the different 
parts of the tongue is 
combined.

The other half of 
the sensory cells are 
specialized to react 
to only one taste. It’s 
their job to transmit 
information about the 
intensity — how salty or 
sweet something tastes.

Other factors help 
build the perception of 
taste in the brain. For 
example, the smell of 
the food greatly affects 
how the brain perceives 
the taste, according to 
the journal Flavour. 
Smells are sent to the 
mouth in a process 
c a l l e d  o l f a c t o r y 
referral. This is why 
someone with a stuffy 
nose may have trouble 
tasting food properly. 
Texture, translated by 
the sense of touch, also 
contributes to taste.

Medically known 
as glossitis, a burnt 
tongue is classed as a 
first-degree burn but 
quickly heals in a few 
days, according to 
the Cleveland Clinic. 
But taste buds don’t 
completely die when 
exposed to piping-hot 
foods. 

When we scold the 
surface of our tongues 
we remove the top 
layer of cells, including 
the upper layers of our 
taste buds. However, 

within the bundle 
of flavour-detecting 
cells are stem cells 
known as basal cells. 
Typically replacing 
the gustatory receptor 
cells every ten days or 
so, these regenerative 
c e l l s  m o r p h  i n t o 
replacement receptors 
quickly, restoring your 
taste. According to 
the journal Archives 
Italiennes de Biologie, 
10% of cells are new 
to taste buds each day. 

THE SENSE OF 
SPACE

A p a t i e n t  m a y 
be asked to touch 
their nose, then the 
examiner’s finger as 
part of a proprioception 
test. (Image credit: 
Getty Images)

In addition to the 
traditional big five, 
there is another sense 
that deals with how 
your brain understands 
where your body is in 
space. This sense is 
called proprioception. 

P r o p r i o c e p t i o n 
includes the sense of 
movement and position 
o f  our  l imbs  and 
muscles. For example, 
proprioception enables 
a person to touch their 
finger to the tip of their 
nose, even with their 
eyes closed. It enables 
a person to climb steps 
without looking at 
each one. People with 
poor proprioception 
may be clumsy and 
uncoordinated. 

Researchers at the 
National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) found 
that people who have 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o o r 
proprioception through 

mechanosensation — 
the ability to sense 
force, such as feeling 
when someone presses 
down on your skin — 
may have a mutated 
gene that is passed 
down from generation 
to generation. That 
comes from a September 
2016 study in the 
New England Journal 
of Medicine. “The 
patient’s version of [the 
gene] PIEZO2 may not 
work, so their neurons 
cannot detect touch 
or limb movements,” 
Alexander Chesler, a 
principal investigator 
at the National Center 
for Complementary and 
Integrative Health and 
the lead author of the 
study, said in a statement 
in The New England 
Journal of Medicine.

A D D I T I O N A L 
S E N S E S  & 
VARIATIONS

There are more subtle 
senses that most people 
never really perceive. 
For example, there are 
neuron sensors that 
sense movement to 
control balance and the 
tilt of the head. Specific 
kinesthetic receptors 
exist for detecting 
stretching in muscles and 
tendons, helping people 
to keep track of their 
limbs. Other receptors 
detect levels of oxygen 
in certain arteries of the 
bloodstream.

Sometimes, people 
don’t even perceive 
senses the same way. 
People with synesthesia 
can see sounds as colors 
or associate certain 
sights with smells, for 
example.

The five (and more) human senses
(Con’t from page 22) 

  Newsprint Paper Price up by 23%
Grace Kennedy Limited, 

t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g 
importer of newsprint 
paper for Belize,  has 
increased the price of its 
paper from $1.157 a pound 
to $1.4286 a  pound, for a 
hike of 23.9 percent.

The increase has caught 
newspapers in Belize by 
surprise because it came 
without warning of any 
kind.

The hike, when General 
Sales Tax is added, takes 

the new price of one 
pound of newsprint to 
$1.61. Newsprint prices, 
like other manufactured 
commodities, have been 
expected  to  increase 
because of a contraction 
i n  d e m a n d .  P a p e r 
factories have cut back 
on production, and also 
because of the war over 
U k r a i n e ,  w h i c h  h a s 
impacted supply lines.

B u t  t h e  n e w s p r i n t 
i m p o r t e d  b y  G r a c e 

Kennedy Limited comes 
overland from Mexico, so 
the 23 percent increase has 
come as a shock.

Newspapers that are 
already reeling from the 
2-year accumulated effect 
of Covid, are now faced 
with rising costs which 
wi l l  a lmost  cer ta inly 
affect their ability to stay 
afloat.

Mr. Harry Lawrence, 
Publisher of the Reporter, 
this week appealed to 
the business community 
to do more to support 
independent newspapers 
by way of advertising 
to sustain and preserve 
this traditional voice of  
Democracy in Belize.

“ I n d e p e n d e n t 
newspapers are needed 
in  Be l i ze  more  than 
ever,” Lawrence said, 
“to provide balance and 
informed commentary on 
current events.”

“ I f  n e w s p a p e r s  g o 
down,  we wil l  a l l  be 
losing a valuable tool for 
productive free speech in 
Belize,” Lawrence said.

San Pedro to get a modern Hospital
In his budget speech 

this week, Prime Minister 
Johnny Briceño disclosed 
that the Government of 
Taiwan is providing a 
grant of US$ 16.6 million 
($33.2 million Bz) for the 
design and construction 
of a new hospital for 
Ambergris Caye. 

Construction work is 
expected to begin this 
year. The new hospital 
will have 45 beds and 
will occupy 28,000 square 
feet of space. It is being 

billed as a state-of-the-
art facility to provide 
primary and secondary 
care.

This will be San Pedro’s 
first full-service hospital. 
Unti l  now the Is land 
tourism powerhouse has 
subsisted on a full-time 
clinic known as the San 
Pedro Polycl inic  and 
on doctors from Belize 
Medical Associates in 
Belize City who fly out 
regularly for consultative 
work and for diagnoses.
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    CONTRACT AWARD INFORMATION – CONSULTANCY SERVICES 

THIRD WATER (SOUTH AMBERGRIS CAYE WATER AND SEWERAGE EXPANSION) PROJECT – BELIZE

DEVELOPING A GENDER POLICY AND OPERATIONAL STRATEGY FOR HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

1.	 Summary of Scores:

2.	 Name of Successful Consultant: Shidaa Sustainable Development Solutions Limited 

3.	 Final Awarded Price: USD 80,786.50

4.	 Commencement Date of Contract: March 1st, 2022 

5.	 Duration of Contract: Ten (10) months

6.	 Summary Scope of Contract: The consultancy services will develop a Gender Policy and Operational strategy for Human 
Resource Management in BWS by executing an institutional analysis of current human resource practices with regard to adherence to 
gender equality; conduct a gender sensitization workshop with BWS staff; develop a GPOS; and carry out Training of Trainers. The 
service will encompass all investigative work, analyses and strategic direction to realize the objectives stated above. The consultant 
will use participatory and consultative methodologies in working closely with BWS and will develop a Monitoring and Evaluation 
Framework which should facilitate the monitoring of the results of the consultancy.

Note:	 Selection Method: Quality-Based Selection (QBS) 
		  Minimum Technical Proposal Score required to open Financial Proposal: 80
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) Enforcement 
Collection Model based on risk criteria

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service 
			   Department (BTSD) Enforcement Collection Model based on risk criteria
Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-
L1031). Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has 
procured a Modern Integrated Tax Administration System (the Revenue 
Management System (RMS) and is presently in the implementation process. This 
new system will be used in the management of the Belize Tax Administration.

The authorities’ concerns on the growth of the arrears balance are reflected in the 
BTSD strategic plan; “The stock of debt has been steadily increasing throughout the 
years, with the largest increase recorded between 2017 and 2018. The respective 
annual increases from 2016 to 2018 were 4%, 7% and 23%. There is a need to 
institute a mechanism to facilitate monitoring and timely enforcement actions to 
collect and recover revenues.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a Consultancy 
Firm for a period of five (5) months. The main activity of the consultancy includes:

1.	 To assess the current situation of BTSD enforcement collection and review
 	 the organization and resources of the collection area as well as their skills
2.	 To assess the potential sources for information on taxpayer transactions 
	 and assets that could be used as arrears payments (Customs, social security,
 	 immovable property registration department, Bank accounts, City 
	 Council’s Traffic Departments, etc.)
3.	 Propose a strategy for enforcement collections and prioritization based 
	 on risk analysis, define risk parameters and relevant mitigation measures
 	 as well as special procedures according to taxpayer segments
4.	 Establish a system of payment by instalment via Internet, with parameters 
	 defined by BTSD with payments through automatic debit in the taxpayer 
	 bank account and to freeze delinquent taxpayers’ bank accounts via Internet
5.	 Establish rules for writing off uncollectable debts and modify ITAS to 
	 incorporate them
6.	 Update the BTSD Enforcement Collection manual defining the procedures
 	 to select the debts to be enforced, the task to collect the debt, the
 	 identification, and procedures to put a lien on debtors’ properties, the rules,
 	 and procedures for agreements for payment by instalment, etc.
7.	 Propose performance indicators for monitoring the enforcement collection
8.	 Deliver workshops and train the collection staff in the new procedures
9.	 Implement the new procedures
10. 	 Conduct Pilot with the designated BTSD staff to plan, execute and report 
	 on randomly selected taxpayers.

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ 
relevant working experience in the following areas:

	
	 •	 Organizational development and design; 
	 •	 Enforced arrears collections; 
	 •	 Tax administration training

As well as minimum of five (5) years relevant assistance to tax administrations, 
particularly in the arrears collection areas. In addition, the Consultant firm should 
have at least three (3) years of previous experience specifically in conducting 
programs on arrears collection with the use of risk analysis techniques or similar 
programs and consultancies between the calendar years 2015 to 2020, as well as 
experience in Belize, and Caribbean environment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms (“Consultants”) 
to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants 
must submit an Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that 
they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services 
(description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, 
experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term 
“consultant” means a legally established professional consulting firm or an entity 
that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 

	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services 
		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates 
		  of assignments. 
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the 
		  respective client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract 
		  or agreement with the client including copy of the TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation,
 		  information of shareholders of company specifying the shares
 		  owned by each respective shareholder of the company and a copy
 		  of documentation of nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company 
		  Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security 
		  Board 
	 (viii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes is US 
$133,555.00.

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost 
- Based Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-American 
Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants 
financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 
edition) and is open to all eligible consultants as defined in the IDB policies. The 
selection of the successful firm will be based on a competitive process among 
short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the proposal and the cost 
of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will be asked to 
submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a 
sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing 
the short list, the nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally 
incorporated or constituted and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the 
firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours 
Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered 
via direct mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local 
time) on Friday April 8th, 2022.

Interested eligible Consultants are asked to submit their expression of interest 
via e-mail to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consultancy 
Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) 
Enforcement Collection Model based on risk criteria in the subject header, or 
submit on or before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) Friday April 8th, 2022 to the 
following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consulting Services for Consulting firm to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, making use of 
the wider range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytical tools for audit)

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services for Consulting Firm to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, 
			   making use of the wider range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytical tools 
			   for audit).

Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-American 

Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax modernization project 
entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-L1031). The main beneficiaries of 
the Project are: (a) the Government, which will have more revenues to implement its public 
policies; (b) taxpayers, who will have more support and a digital environment to fulfil 
their tax obligations; and (c) the population, from the government policies implemented. 
Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has procured a Modern 
Integrated Tax Administration System (the Revenue Management System (RMS) and 
is presently in the implementation process. This new system will be used in the management 
of the Belize Tax Administration.

The BTSD management has identified the need for a modern audit approach based on 
risk analysis. The BTSD Strategic Plan states that:

“BTSD will explore the introduction of a Risk Management Plan (RMP) to properly 
respond to the risks identified on a timely basis, to minimize overall compliance burden 
for both the taxpayers and the tax administration. As an important aspect of the RMP, 
risk mitigating strategies will be proposed for application against potential and existing 
risks. The plan will highlight all areas of risks including risk- based assessments, risk-
based audits, risk-based sector and taxpayer segmentation, compliance risks (registration, 
filing, reporting and payments) and international risks. Risk mitigation reduces the 
extent of exposure and ensures that the strategic objectives are achieved.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a consulting firm 
for a period of ten (10) months to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, 
making use of the range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytic tools 
for audit). The main activities of the consultancy include:

1.	 To assess the status of BTSD taxpayer audit strategies and operations for all tax
 	 type.
2.	 To review the Audit Division organization and resources, as well as the staff skills. 
3.	 To suggest the strategy for centralization/decentralization of the audit. 
4.	 To propose a new organization area (if required). 
5.	 To propose the staff composition by area and by location.
6.	 To propose the different audit programs taking into consideration taxpayer
 	 segments and different audit locations (central, districts).
7.	 To propose a system of massive audit based on IT verification of returns against 
	 risk factors and third-party information. The selected cases should be resolved
 	 very quickly (4 cases a day) as they are based on firm verification.
8. 	 To propose modern analytical tools for tax auditing suitable for Belize’s 
	 environment by conducting a SWOT analysis to support the audit work.
9.	 Once the proposal of the modern analytical tools is approved, the consulting firm 
	 will procure the Analytical tools software for auditing with 50 licenses with 
	 subscription for 3 years, implement, and train auditors in its utilization for 
	 adoption.
10. 	 To execute onsite Pilot audit (for at least one month in duration) with the audit
 	 team to plan, execute and report on randomly selected taxpayers.
11. 	 To develop training materials and manuals in hard copies and digital copies in
 	 Microsoft Word format.

The consulting firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience in similar 
assignment. In addition, the consulting firm should have a minimum of three (3) years 
specific experience in the following areas (* are must):

	 •	 Tax administration taxpayer audit and risk analysis. (*)
	 •	 Conducting design of modern taxpayer audit programs. (*) 
	 •	 Conducting design of risk-based audit programs. (*) 
	 •	 Training tax administration staff in audit techniques (*) 
	 •	 Using modern audit analytic tools. (*)
	 •	 Developing programs for organizational strengthening for tax
 		  administration. 
	 •	 Developing modern taxpayer audit programs. 
	 •	 Conducting design of modern information crosschecking programs. 
	 •	 Business Strategy (supporting business and organization goals).

The firm should prove ability to identify strategic issues, opportunity and risks. As well 
as have knowledge and experience working in Belize and or the Caribbean environment 
in a similar assignment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible consulting firms (“Consultants”) to indicate 
their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants must submit an 

Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that they have the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services (brochures, description of 
similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience in similar 
conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term “consultant” means a legally-
established professional consulting firm or an entity that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services
 		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of 
		  assignments. 
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (This includes letters from the respective
 		  client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract or agreement with
 		  the client including copy of the TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation, information
 		  of shareholders of company specifying the shares owned by each 
		  respective shareholder of the company and a copy of documentation of
 		  nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security Board 
	 (viii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes is 
US$ 451,328.00.

Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost-Based 
Selection (QCBS) method set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: Policies 
for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American 
Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants 
as defined in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on a 
competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the 
proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will 
be asked to submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a sub-
consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing the short list, the 
nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally incorporated or constituted 
and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours Monday 
to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered via direct 
mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday, 
April 8th, 2022.

Interested consulting firms are asked to submit their expression of interest via e-mail 
to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consulting Firm to Prepare, 
Implement and Execute a New Audit Model in the subject header, or submit on or 
before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday, April 8th, 2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account Model to allow for fast taxpayer centric overview

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account Model to
 			   allow for fast taxpayer centric overview

Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” 
(BL-L1031). Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department 
(BTSD) has procured a Modern Integrated Tax Administration System 
(the Revenue Management System (RMS) and is presently in the 
implementation process. This new system will be used in the management 
of the Belize Tax Administration.

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a 
Consultancy Firm for a period of six (6) months. The main activity of the 
consultancy includes:

1.	 To assess the current situation of BTDS taxpayer account in 
	 Integrated Tax Administration System (ITAS).
2.	 Develop a model for a new taxpayer account in ITAS. The model 
	 should specify the entities dealing with the taxpayer account, the
 	 information that flows to and from the account, and the transactions 
	 that will be allowed with the taxpayer account (e.g., debt from tax 
	 returns, debts from refunds, debts from adjustments, debts from 
	 audits, debts from payment by instalment agreements, credits from 
	 regular payment, credits for adjustments in appeals cases, credit
 	 from payments of payment by instalment agreements, etc.). The
 	 account will be organized by Taxpayer Identification Numbers (TIN),
 	 tax type and period
3.	 Define the procedures for taxpayer access to his account via Internet 
4.	 Define which transactions taxpayers would be allowed to perform
 	 through the Internet 
5.	 Define the changes to be made in ITAS for the introduction of the 
	 new model 
6.	 Prepare the taxpayer account manual 
7.	 Implement the new taxpayer centric current account 
8.	 Train BTS staff in the new taxpayer account design and operation

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ 
relevant working experience in the following areas:

	 • 	 Designing modern taxpayer account 
	 •	 Preparing taxpayer account procedures and manuals 
	 •	 Training enforcement agents in taxpayer account;

As well as minimum of five (5) relevant working experience in 
enforcement of arrears payment and design of modern taxpayer current 
account. In addition, the Consulting firm should have at least three (3) years 
of previous experience conducting consultancies to countries implementing 
modern taxpayer accounts.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms 
(“Consultants”) to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested 
eligible Consultants must submit an Expression of Interest providing 
information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications 
and relevant experience to perform the services (description of similar 
assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience 
in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.).

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence 
		  of the consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy 
		  services during the past five years. 
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end
 		  dates of assignments.
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the
 		  respective client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of 

		  contract or agreement with the client including copy of the 
		  TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation,
 		  information of shareholders of company specifying the
 		  shares owned by each respective shareholder of the company 
		  and a copy of documentation of nationality of the shareholders
 		  of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company
 		  Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social
 		  Security Board 
	 (viii)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax
 		  Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes 
is US $133,555.00.

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and 
Cost - Based Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-
American Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting 
of Consultants financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (GN-
2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants as defined 
in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on 
a competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the 
quality of the proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed 
firms will be notified and will be asked to submit a technical and price 
proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture 
or a sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of 
establishing the short list, the nationality of a firm is that of the country 
in which it is legally incorporated or constituted and in the case of Joint 
Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office 
hours Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest 
must be delivered via direct mail or e-mail at the address indicated below 
by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday April 8th, 2022.

Interested eligible Consultants are asked to submit their expression of 
interest via e-mail to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- 
Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account 
Model to allow for fast taxpayer centric overview in the subject header, 
or submit on or before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday April 8th, 
2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz


