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Bus Companies Jumping the Gun 
in Implementing Price Increase?

By Michelle Sutherland

Over the weekend 
the Reporter re-

ceived several reports 
that bus companies, 
mainly in the north of 
the country, have been 
hiking up bus fares, 
ahead of the scheduled 
increase, which has still 
not been approved.

One of the memos 
that we received noted, 
''Dear customers please 
note that due to the ris-
ing cost of fuel we will 
have to increase the 
passage as of March 
19th, 2022. We appreci-
ate your understanding 
and support.'' It then Belize Bus Association (BBA)'s  Secretary Ewart Metzgen
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Increase in the Price of Chicken 
Expected to Take Effect 
by the End of the Week

By Michelle Sutherland

The rippling ef-
fects of increased 

fuel prices across the 
world are once more 
being blamed for an-
other price hike in es-
sential goods, this time 
in the price of chicken, 
which is expected to 
increase by 9 cents, by 
the end of this week.

W h i l e  A r m a n d o 
Cowo, manager of the 

Belize Poultry Asso-
ciation, could not tell 
us the duration of this 
latest increase, due to 
the fluid situation as 
it relates to the ever-
changing price of fuel 
around the world, he 
says that the associa-
tion is not foreseeing 
any additional increase 
in the next couple of 
months. Cowo is also 
estimating that if the 
war in Ukraine ends 

soon as is being an-
ticipated, then the local 
economy and even fuel 
prices will revert back 
to normal by May of 
next year.

Cowo explained to 
our newsroom, ''prices 
will go up, we are cur-
rently rolling out a 
price adjustment, these 
changes as we all know 
is due to several factors 
and not just one. Fuel 
is one of them but our 
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19 Years Later Crime Stoppers Belize 
Still Instrumental in Reducing Crime

By Michelle Sutherland

With an escalat-
ing crime prob-

lem, ranging from petty 
crimes, rapes, robberies, 
murders, and even human 
trafficking cases, over the 
years Crime Stoppers Be-
lize (CSB) has been work-
ing behind the scenes to 
get criminals from off 
the streets and ensure that 
families get the justice that 
they deserve.

To get an insight into 
the program we contacted 
its founder and chair Lau-
ren Smith who told us that 
the program was launched 
in 2003, as part of a wider 
program for Rotary Inter-
national in commemora

Royals Wrap Up Royal Tour in Belize

Duke and Duchess visit Hopkins in southern Belize. Pg. 3
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Last week the Alcalde of Indian 
Church Village and a few  others 

in league with him vented their rancor 
by refusing to welcome Prince Edward, 
the son of the late Princess Diana, and 
his charming  wife Kate, Duchess of 
Cambridge, to their village.  

The protest, by a handful of peacock 
leaders, who prefer  to strut their 
feathers rather than do the hard work of 
solving  problems, came as a surprise. 
A surprise not only to the rest  of the 
country which was preparing to welcome 
the royal couple,  but to the villagers 
themselves, who were not told about 
what their leaders were planning to do 
and were genuinely distressed  at the 
group’s morose attitude towards the 
royals.	

In spite of this bit of unpleasantness, 
Prince Edward and  his wife had a 
thoroughly enjoyable time in Belize, 
shuttling from their island base in San 
Pedro on la Isla Bonita to the mainland for 
various fun events organized in their 
honor.  

They were captivated by the charm 
and variety and the history of Belize and 
the genuine friendliness of her people. 
They promised to come back, and this 
timearound, to bring their children! The 
visit was a stunning success for Belize 
as well.  Belize lives by her tourism, 
which today is our leading industry. To 
have a visit from these distinguished 
royals  was better than any public 
relations campaign we could  think of. 
It has worked wonders to improve our 
status as a tourist destination.	

None of Belize’s tourism success 
ignores the needs  of the people of 
Indian Creek, or any other village for 
that matter. Tourism is a tool which we 
use to improve our economic condition 
and many villages in Toledo can attest 
to   tourism’s  effectiveness to improve 
lives. 	

The trouble with Indian Creek is that the 
village has run out of land for growth and 
expansion. There are plenty of lands next 
door, which some in the village regarded 
as Indian ancestral  lands, but which 
is owned by a British conservation 
trust called Flora and Fauna International. 
Prince Edward happens to be the patron 
of this conservation trust. Hence the “bad 
face” by Alcalde Mateo Chub and those 
who support him.	

When the people of San Pedro Palmar 
faced a similar problem in Orange Walk 
many years ago they did not resort to idiotic 
platitudes. They asked the government of 
the day to negotiate with the owners of 
neighboring Louisiana Farm so that the 
villagers could have the land they needed 
forgrowth and expansion.		   

Bus Companies Jumping the Gun...
Cont’d from pg. 1
went on to list the 

new prices and was 
signed by Castillos Bus 
Line and Perez Trans-
port.

When we got in con-
tact with BBA's Secre-
tary Ewart Metzgen, to 
inquire about whether 
these bus companies 
have been jumping the 
gun he indicated, ''We 
at the BBA have asked 
our member's not to ap-

ply new prices as they 
don't know what those 
prices will be. Those 
that we know who are 
increasing prices are 
not members of the 
BBA. Yes, they are 
going against the law 
because bus fares are 
regulated by the gov-
ernment. We waited 
for over thirty years for 
this. What's a couple of 
days more?''

Metzgen addition-
ally noted that while 

they had gotten posi-
tive feedback from the 
Prime Minister last 
week about a possible 
price increase that has 
still not been endorsed 
since it has to be tabled 
by Cabinet before it 
can be approved and 
rolled out. Metzgen 
was still unable to say 
how much the increase 
will be but noted that 
it will be implemented 
on April 15th, 2022, so 
as means of giving the 

public ample time to 
prepare.

We also reached out 
to the BBA President 
Thomas Shaw for com-
ment on the situation 
and he told us that he 
has already reached out 
to the bus companies 
who have implemented 
the increase and in-
structed them to ''hold 
off on doing so'' until 
they are furnished with 
the valid price struc-

Increase in the Price of Chicken Expected 
to Take Effect by the End of the Week

Cont’d from pg. 1

industry is very en-
ergy-intensive we con-
sume a lot of energy 
in different forms and 
in different stages of 
the processing stages. 
We consume a lot of 
diesel for our trucks, 
we also buy a lot of 
our corn, and soybeans 
from the grain industry 
here in Belize, and that 
price is being passed 
on to us. We also have 
the situation of the 
fluctuating prices on 

the world market in 
regards to fuel. Cur-
rently, it is well over 
100$ for a barrel, two 
weeks ago it was at 
$139 US a barrel for 
oil. All of this has a 
huge impact on the 
industry.''

Cowo also referred 
to the increased price 
for plastic that the var-
ious processing plant 
utilizes to ensure ut-
most food safety. He 
also claimed that there 
has been an increase in 
the price of fertilizers, 

all of which are consid-
ered to be petroleum-
based products.

Despite the increase 
on their end, Cowo is 
warning food vendors 
to refrain from engag-
ing in price gouging. 
He noted, ''It's going up 
cents per pound, I don't 
see why food vendors 
would want to add a 
dollar to it. I mean if 
the people in the food 
business want to raise 
their prices, let them 
do so and justify it but 
don't do that solely on 

using the price adjust-
ment from the indus-
try, because we are just 
doing it by cents. They 
are not even paying 25 
cents and for them to 
be charging an extra 
dollar for a plate of 
food when they are 
not giving consumers 
a lbs of chicken on the 
plate.''

Cowo is asking con-
sumers to be vigilant 
and to report any price 
gouging to the Asso-
ciation or the Belize 
Bureau of Standards.

19 Years Later Crime Stoppers Belize Still 
Instrumental in Reducing Crime

Cont’d from pg. 1
tion of their centennial. 

Smith explained that it 
was designed to reduce 
crime by partnering with 
the community, the media 
and the local police, and 
other law enforcement 
agencies. This is done 
through the media report-
ing the crime, the com-
munity identifying the 
criminal and passing on 
that information to CSB.

Smith said that back 
when the project was 
launch there were be-
tween 8 to 10 murders 
a year, but that the pat-
tern had warned of an 
expected increase over 
the years.It was therefore 
agreed that a program 
such as CSB was needed 
to provide a venue by 
which Belizeans could 
have the opportunity to 
report crime without the 
fear of being targetted, 
either by the criminals 
or even law enforcement 
authorities.

19 years later CSB has 
been dubbed a success 
and has aided in solving 
crimes, getting firearms 
and drugs from off of the 
street, and even making 
payouts to successfull tips, 
that have resulted in arrest.

Smith indicated, ''Its 

not been easy because 
we have a tendency for 
natural mistrust of the 
system and the Police 
Department. We would 
usually receive about 40 
to 60 tips a month. Some-
times like if there is a lot 
of things that is happening 
we receive more tips. If 
things are quiet the tips 
drop down to sometimes 
10 tips for the month.It not 
like a huge amount but it 
is a steady flow.''

But while the initial 
aim of the program was 
to provide witness with 
incentive such as cash 
payouts for any tips that 
lead to an arrest or the 
seizure of firearms and 
drugs from off the street, 
Smith said that the most 
intresting part about that 
is that majority of the 
callers are not intrested in 
payouts. Rather they are 
more interested in seeing 
justice being served. She 
noted that while there 
have been payouts in the 
past she classified them 
as being ''very minimal'' 
and not even worthy of 
mentioing.

''What is important is 
that the criminals are not 
allowed to roam free with-
out justice, '' she said.

When asked aboout 

how the program works, 
she explained to us that 
persons can call the toll 
free line at 922 or even 
submit an online tip. The 
call is answered by inter-
national operators, who 
takes the information and 
pass it on to the relevant 
authorities. Each caller 
is given a code number 
so that their identity can 
remain unknown. They 
are instructed to call back 
to check on the outcome 
of their tip. If the informa-
tion result in an arrest and 
charge then the caller is 
eligable for a cash reward.

''Its more like a tip, its 

not like an entire supply 
of evidence. Unless its a 
picture showing that per-
son committing the crime 
or something like that. its 
normally a guide to send 
the investigators in that 
direcrion and then the 
investigators take it fom 
there,'' explained Smith.

She also added that 
CSB would usually fol-
low up with the relevant 
authorities to get an up-
date on the case. That is 
then used as part of the 
CSB statisticts. The pro-
gram is funded through 
corporate sponsors, dona-
tions and fund raising.
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Royals Wrap Up Royal Tour in Belize
By Michelle Sutherland

The Duke  and 
D u c h e s s e s ' 

weekend visit to Be-
lize which took them 
chocolate  making, 
to punta, and even 
to witness the deep 
blue of the Carib-
bean sea and the an-
cient  Maya Ruins, 
officially concluded 
on Tuesday morning, 
with their early de-
parture to Jamaica.

The Royal Couple, 
Prince William and 
Kate Middleton were 
treated to a special 
reception at the Ca-
hal Pech Maya Ruin, 
that without a doubt 
was fitting for roy-
als .  The recept ion 
which  was  hos ted 
by the Queen's rep-
resenta t ive  in  Be-
lize Governor-Gen-
e ra l  Dame  Froy la 
Tzalam,showcased 
traditional cultural 
foods, Maya women 
in traditional wears, 
M a y a n  p r i n c e s s , 
Mayan warriors and 
even a live marimba 
band playing on top 
of one of the Maya 
ruins.

While the music, 
spectacular lighting 
effect, and food were 
something to marvel 

over  the  Dutchess 
shimmering pink me-
tallic gown and her 
husband's jaw-drop-
ping speech to the 
gathering completely 
stole the show.

In conveying greet-
ings from his grand-
mother  the  Queen 
of  England,  whom 
he says speaks very 
fondly of Belize, the 
Prince opened up by 
describing his tour 
earlier that day to the 
Caracol Maya Ruin. 
A climb that he de-
scribed as ''good ex-
ercise'' and a ''testa-
ment to Belize's long 
and pride history of 
culture.''

T h e  D u k e  c o m -
mended the Belizean 
Government and its 
people on the eccx-
eptional job that they 
have been doing in 
climate change and 
conservation efforts. 
Something which he 
says that he and his 
wife have been for-
tunate enough to wit-
ness and appreciate 
on their short visit to 
the jewel.

' We  h a v e  b e e n 
lucky enough to wit-
ness some of the bio-
diversity that you so 
lovingly nurture here 

in your jungles and 
your reefs. You take 
your responsibility 
as custodians of na-
ture very seriously 
and your world lead-
e rs  a re  p ro tec t ing 
your natural heritage 
for  fu ture  genera-
tions. The fact that 
nearly 40% of Be-
lize is in protected 
status is a testament 
to that.''

Prince William also 
shared his awe of the 
tranquil heaven we 

CLASSIFIED ADS
Lost Registration Application: The original Certificate No. BPA-A40348 of year 

2020 and Registration Number BZ-0833 for a green & white with green stripe black trim 25ft. 
fiberglass boat, vessel name Lady Jeanie belonging to Thomas Ernesto Ack of St. Margaret 
Village, Stann Creek District have been lost. A new registration certificate has been required 
under Part III of Harbours & Merchants Shipping Act, Chapter 234 of the Consolidated Laws 
of Belize (Revised Edition 2000) has been requested. 

call home, one which 
is made up of mul-
tiple ethnic group, 
that live in unity and 
pr ide . ' 'Bel ize  may 
be  smal l  but  your 
rich blend of ethnic 
groups contributes 
to  the harmonious 
t a p e s t r y  o f  l i f e , ' ' 
said the prince as he 
shared his  experi-
ence of a tour of a 
chocola te  fa rm in 
the  sou th  and  h i s 
encounter with the 
Garifuna people of 
Hopkins.

Part of the planned 
visit to the south of 
the country on Sun-
day took the Cam-
bridges to the beau-
tifyul seaside village 
of  Hopkins  where 
they were welcomed 
by  schoo l  ch i ld rn 

f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e s 
school .  They were 
welcomed by locals, 
who treated them to 
Garifuna drumming 
and food.

A f t e r w a r d s  t h e 
Royals took a wallk 
on  the  beachs ide , 
greting tourist and 
r e s i d e n t s  a s  t h e y 
walked along. Un-
der as nearby shade 
t h e y  m e t  u p  w i t h 
representatives and 
government officials 
from various envi-
ronmental groups for 

a short discussion. 
After that conclud-
ed the Royals were 
taken out to witness 
firstahnd the beauty 
of Belize's  Barrier 
Reef near South Wa-
ter Caye where they 
swam side by side 
with sharks.

The Royals depart-
ed Belize on Tuesday 
morning, after shar-
ing their  grat i tude 
for  the warm wel-
come and hosppital-
ity that the Belizean 
people showed them.

Chocolate making experience in the south

The Duke and Duchess Admiring the Cahal 
Pech Archeological Reserve
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Personal Income Tax Has Untapped 
Potential in Poorer Countries

By Dora Benedek, Juan Carlos Benítez, and Charles Vellutini

Many govern-
ments aiming to 

achieve a durable eco-
nomic recovery from 
the pandemic must raise 
significant amounts of 
revenue in the fairest way 
possible. The personal 
income tax—levied on 
wages, salaries, and other 
income—is a suitable 
instrument for this chal-
lenge. In new research, 
we examine the scope for 
making greater use of this 
fiscal tool in developing 
countries, where many 
people earn a living at low 
incomes.

Still in its infancy, but 
growing

The personal income 
tax had become the pre-
dominant tax by the eve 
of World War II in many 
advanced economies, 
where it now raises ap-
proximately 9 percent of 
gross domestic product. 
In addition to bringing 
in revenue, it is progres-
sive—imposing steeper 
rates on those with a high-
er income—and reduces 
inequality measurably.

In most emerging 
market and low-income 
countries, on the other 
hand, such taxes are still 
in their infancy. Revenue 
from this source averages 
only 2.5 percent of GDP 
in these countries, in part 
because of their narrow 
tax base, and it does little 

to lessen inequality.
But gradual changes 

have been taking place. In 
the two decades preced-
ing the pandemic, income 
tax revenue more than 
doubled in low-income 
countries, rising from the 
equivalent of 1 percent of 
GDP to 2.1 percent, while 
emerging markets saw an 
increase from 2.1 percent 
to 3.1 percent. These were 
also reflected in share 
of the tax in overall tax 
intake, which went from 
5 percent to 8 percent of 
total tax revenue in low-
income countries and 
from 9 percent to 11 per-
cent in emerging markets.

Our research on this 
progress focuses on three 
questions: what drives 
personal income tax 
growth, how increases 
affect total revenue per-
formance, and how these 
levies influence income 
redistribution. Our find-
ings hold important 
lessons for developing 
countries, particularly 
as they grapple with the 
post-pandemic challenge 
of building the capacity 
to raise more tax revenue.

What drives revenue 
growth?

In examining the 
progress of the personal 
income tax in develop-
ing countries, we distin-
guish between observ-
able tax policy chang-
es and broader economic 

changes. Policy changes 
have targeted top and 
bottom statutory rates 
as well as the level of 
exempt income. Remark-
ably, we find that this 
hasn’t contributed much 
to the increase in revenue 
in low-income countries.

And in emerging mar-
ket economies, this shift 
has sometimes actually 
reduced revenue. This is 
the case in part because 
many emerging markets 
have introduced flat tax 
systems with low rates 
and those with progres-
sive schedules have re-
duced rates over the last 
two decades.

Economic variables, 
on the other hand, played 
a very important role. 
We looked at increases in 
per capita incomes and 
the size of the public-
sector wage bill and the 
reduction in the size of 
the informal sector, as 
measured by the share of 
self-employed workers 
in the labor force and the 
share of agriculture in the 
economy. These develop-
ments have clearly been 
the driving force behind 
the growth in personal 
income tax revenues. As 
economies develop, we 
can expect this tax to take 
on greater importance.

Improvements in tax 
administration also poten-
tially play a role in boost-
ing revenues, though that 

also extends to other tax-
es. Moreover, the acceler-
ated shift into digitalized 
services because of the 
pandemic can pave the 
way for better income tax 
design and enforcement.

What about the redis-
tributive impact of the 
income tax in developing 
countries? To explore this, 
we separate the effects 
of policy design from 
the size of the popula-
tion covered by the tax. 
Interestingly, the design 
of this tax in low-income 
countries is typically 
progressive; it is instead 
the narrow coverage that 
makes the overall contri-
bution to redistribution 
very small compared to 
that seen in advanced 
economies. In emerging 
markets, however, it’s 
not progressive. It would 
seem, then, that there is 
significant potential to 
improve inclusion in this 
latter group of countries 
(several of which have a 
flat income tax).

Is there scope to in-
crease personal income 

tax revenue in the post-
pandemic recovery?

To answer this ques-
tion, we look at how ad-
ditional revenue is raised 
from alternative sources. 
Here again, there is a large 
difference between ad-
vanced economies, where 
additional revenue is pre-
dominantly sourced from 
the income tax, and low-
income countries, where 
it plays a much more 
modest role. Other taxes 
will likely have to play 
a significant role, there-
fore, in raising revenue 
over the medium term, 
with the value-added tax 
and other indirect taxes 
remaining the main con-
tributors.

But income taxes can 
still be important for in-
clusive growth if prop-
erly designed and rev-
enues well spent. Our 
research—together with 
the history of the tax in 
advanced economies—
shows that the personal 
income tax should evolve 
into a more significant 
source of revenue as 
countries develop.
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Fuel Price Update 
Belmopan. March 24th, 2022. 2:00 p.m. 

The Ministry of 
F i n a n c e  a n -

nounces that effec-
tive today,  March 24, 
2022, the regulated 
pump price of regular 
gasoline is now pre-
scribed at $13.50, rep-
resenting an increase 
of 66 cents compared to 
the last shipment Belize 
received.  

 Not only is this in-
crease entirely attribut-
able to the acquisition 
costs of the product but 
in order for the price to 
be kept at this level, the 
Government reduced 
all levies on regular 
fuel by 29 cents.  

As Hon. John Brice-
ño, Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, 
has explained in recent 
public statements, the 
Government is in the 

process of establishing 
a Fuel Stabilization 
Mechanism which is 
expected to provide 
some level of price pre-
dictability while pro-
tecting fiscal targets in 
the national budget.  

 The ministry is also 
actively engaged with 
various stakeholders 
in the pursuit of certain 
burden sharing initia-
tives that can contribute 
to price stabilization, 
and eventually, price 
reduction. In this re-
gard, the Government 
has been emphatic with 
Belize’s principal fuel 
importer, Puma Belize 
Ltd., about the impera-
tive of competitive ac-
quisition and pricing.   

Recent ly,  in  the 
case of diesel fuel, the 
Government reduced 

the tax component by 
$1.17 in order to keep 
the price of that prod-
uct at $13.41.  This tax 
reduction alone repre-
sents, on an annualized 
basis, a loss of  $17 
million  of anticipated 
budget revenues.  

  Countries over the 
world are enduring 
fuel price surges as 
a direct consequence 
of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. Though 
future prices are im-
possible to predict, the 
Government of Belize 
continues to examine 
all viable policy op-
tions for minimizing 
the fuel price shock, 
balancing as best as 
possible between the 
twin demands of af-
fordable pump prices 
and budgetary steadi-
ness.  

Women Footballers win University scholarships
Belmopan, March 21st, 2022 

Th r e e  f e m a l e 
football players 

of the Belize senior 
women’s team, the 
Lady Jaguars, have 
won scholarships to 
universi t ies  in the 
Uni ted States ,  the 
Football Federation 
of Belize announced 
this week.

Sabrina Eiley, of the 
Sagitun Girlz in Inde-
pendence Village, is a 
graduate of the Uni-
versity of Belize and 
will now be pursuing 
her Masters at Corban 
University in Salem, 
Oregon. She will also 
be playing soccer for 
the university in the 
National Association 
of Intercollegiate Ath-
letics. Sabrina’s foot-
ball pedigree is im-
peccable, having won 
consecutive National 
Secondary Schools 
Sports Association 
(NSSSA) champion-
ships playing with the 
I.H.S Invaders while 
she attended Indepen-
dence High School. 
She completed her 
Associate’s Degree 
in Business Manage-
ment w/concentration 

in Tourism at Indepen-
dence Junior Colleg,e 
where she won con-
secutive national sub-
championships in the 
Association of Tertia-
ry Level Institutions of 
Belize (ATLIB) tour-
naments with the I.J.C 
Predators. Continu-
ing her studies at the 
University of Belize, 
she won consecutive 
ATLIB national cham-
pionships with the U.B 
Jaguars in 2018 and 
2019.

Top U-20 striker 
Kaite Jones, of the Bay 
City Football Club of 
Corozal has signed a 
Letter of Intent from 
the National Junior 
College Athletic Asso-
ciation to play with the 
Mavericks of North-
ern Oklahoma College 
-Tonkawa! 

A scholarship op-
por tuni ty  has  a lso 
opened for midfielder 
Ashley Rodriguez, 
of Rumberas FC of 
Buena Vista, who has 
committed to play-
ing for Benedictine 
University in Mesa, 
Arizona.

These scholarships 

are part of the FFB’s 
ongoing program to 
find opportunities for 
our plyers to prepare 
themselves for the 
game and for the fu-
ture.

Sabrina has also 
been enjoying suc-
cess on the field scor-
ing a goal in the Lady 
Jaguars’ 3-0 win over 
El Estor in Morales, 
Izabal province, Gua-
temala last Thursday, 
March 17, and she 
scored again in the 
Lady Jaguars’ 3-0 win 

over a Chetumal Se-
lection at the “10th 
of April” Stadium in 
Chetumal on Tuesday, 
March 22. Katie and 
Ashley have also been 
a part of this success, 

as the Lady Jaguars 
have been playing 
these practice matches 
in preparation for their 
next FIFA Women’s 
World Cup qualifier, 
when they host Aruba 

at the FFB Stadium 
in Belmopan on April 
6, then travel to the 
Dominican Republic 
to take on Barbados 
in Santo Domingo on 
April 12th. 

Three of the Lady Jaguars team members have won scholarships to US Universities.
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Notice of Dissolution 

PALISADE GLOBAL INVESTMENTS LTD. 
(“The Company”) 

Notice is hereby given that PALISADE GLOBAL 
INVESTMENTS LTD., a company formed pursuant to 
the International Business Companies Act has commenced 
dissolution on 18th January 2022.

Michael Kanevsky, of 157 East, 45th Avenue, 
Vancouver, BC V5W 1W8, Canada is the Liquidator of 
the company.  

MICHAEL KANEVSKY
Liquidator

OAS opens Ta'Amay 
Training Center for Peace

By William Ysaguirre
The Organization 

of American States’ 
peace mission in the 
Adjacency Zone be-
tween Belize and Gua-
temala officially inau-
gurated two Ta'Amay 
Training Centers for 
Promotion of Peace in 
the villages of Arenal, 
Cayo distr ict ,  and 
Melchor de Mencos, 
Guatemala on Tues-
day, March 22.

The centers will of-
fer vocational and em-
ployment skills train-
ing for women to help 
them earn an income. 
They will be offered 
courses in cosmetol-
ogy, carpentry and 

woodwork, and Eng-
lish as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL). Senator 
Collet Montejo repre-
sented the Government 
of Belize at the rib-
bon cutting ceremony. 
Mayor Luis Amado 
Yanes of Melchor de 
Mencos welcomed the 
Project, which will 
benefit some 500 per-
sons of both communi-
ties. Construction on 
the project began on 
November 2, 2021.

Representatives of 
Belize’s friends in the 
peace process also at-
tended the opening 
ceremony, including 
Mexico’s Ambassador 
to Belize, H.E. Mar-

tha Ofelia Zamarripas 
Rivas and Taiwan’s 
Ambassador to Belize. 
H.E. David Kuan Chou 
Chien, along with Gua-
temala’s Ambassador 
to Belize H.E. Mr. Er-
win R. Achila Falla.  
Ambassador Agustín 
Espinosa, the OAS 
Secretary General’s 
special representative 
for Guatemala-Belize 
Affairs also attended 
the opening along with 
the Director - Juan 
Carlos Amador and 
administrative and fi-
nancial officer Sergio 
López Vivanco of the 
OAS Office in the Ad-
jacency Zone.

Training center promoting peace in Arenal, Cayo, opened.

GOB begins Coastal Marine Project Finance initiative
By William Ysaguirre

The Government 
will begin the de-

sign of a Coastal and 
Marine Project Finance 
for Permanence (PFP) 
initiative, Prime Minis-
ter Hon.  John Briceño, 
announced Thursday 
morning, March 24.  

The project follows 
up on a Memorandum of 
Understanding which the 
Government of Belize 
officially signed with 
World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) at 
the Conference of Parties 
(COP26) on the United 

Nations’ Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in 
Edinburgh last year.

The initiative will 
help Belize to secure 
long-lasting protection 
of its unique and globally 
significant biodiversity, 
foster long-term eco-
nomic viability and sus-
tainable livelihoods, and 
strengthen the resilience 
of coastal communities 
to the impacts of climate 
change. 

A Project will enable 
sustainable financing for 
Belize's marine protected 
areas and broader coastal 

ecosystems over the long 
term, and is a key part 
of ensuring the effective 
management of Belize’s 
marine resources. The 
project borrows from pri-
vate sector practices for 
organizing and financing 
complex, resource-inten-
sive, and well-defined 
projects. The initiative 
aims to address the issue 
of insufficient funding 
for the management of 
conservation areas.

 “Belize’s marine and 
coastal natural assets are 
central to its national de-
velopment and economic 
recovery, while meeting 

GOB signed MOU with World Wildlife Fund and the Nature Conservancy
its climate ambitions 
and conservation goals,” 
Briceño said. “This PFP 
will allow us to build 
on our success with the 
Blue Bond as global 
innovators in securing 
the funding required to 
maintaining the func-
tional integrity of these 
very important resources 
and their continued role 
in livelihood security and 
climate resiliency.”    

 “This announcement 
signals the commitment 
of the Government of Be-
lize to work with World 
Wildlife Fund, The Na-
ture Conservancy and 
others to build durable 
long-term mechanisms 
to protect and manage 
Belize’s unique marine 
and coastal ecosystems, 
said WWF president and 

chief executive officer 
Carter Roberts. “The 
ocean and its bounty 
play a significant role 
in Belizean life, and this 
initiative will support 
Belizean livelihoods 
and position Belize as a 
global leader for sustain-
able economic recov-
ery. WWF is honored to 
work with the Govern-
ment of Belize on this 
important effort.”

“With security on 
the line for hundreds 
of thousands of people 
living within Belize’s 
coastal zone, the PFP 
provides an opportu-
nity to appropriately con-
serve coastal natural re-
sources in perpetuity for 
the benefit of people and 
nature, affirmed TNC’s 
chief executive officer 

Jennifer Morris. “Belize 
is in an ideal position 
to leverage this innova-
tive financial approach 
to protect coastal and 
marine ecosystems. This 
is an important step in 
reaching global climate 
and biodiversity targets 
for a nature-positive fu-
ture.”

Climate change and 
human activities are in-
creasingly impacting 
marine and coastal hab-
itats. The accelerated 
degradation of critical 
coastal ecosystems is 
jeopardizing the resil-
ience, adaptive capacity, 
and biodiversity of these 
systems that communi-
ties also depend upon for 
coastal protection, food, 
recreation, and carbon 
sequestration. 
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New Cattle Trade-Route formed with Mexico
By Javan Flowers

Me m b e r s  o f 
Cab ine t  a t -

tended a cattle export 
ceremony at Cacabix 
corral in Shipyard, 
Orange Walk  Dis-
trict, which saw the 
establishment of a 
formal trade agree-
ment between Beliz-
ean livestock farmers 
and SuKarne, a Mex-
ican meat company.

Opening the cer-
emony was keynote 
speaker Minister of 
A g r i c u l t u r e  H o n . 
Jose Abelardo Mai, 
"Today, we exported 
266 heads of cattle to 
Mexico. Those will 
leave the border to-
day en route to Mi-
choacán. I am told 
that our animals first (l-r) Min. Jose Mai, PM John Briceno, Min. Eamon Courtenay and a representative from SuKarne Company in Mexico

were slaughtered, and 
they were distributed 
on the Mexican mar-
ket, but I'm also now 
told that an update to 
that is that our beef 
has now seen its way 
into Canada, which 
means that we have 
quality beef, accept-
able by Canada."

The Minister ex-
plains that the for-
mal trade relationship 
made between Beliz-
ean livestock farmers 
and Sukrane will see 
weekly transactions 
of 800 heads of cattle 
weekly.

The  on ly  cavea t 
men t ioned  by  t he 
Minister is just how 
much capital invest-
ment would be need-
ed monthly, "[Since] 
it has become a full-
time operation, that 
means that we must 
have vets employed 
full-time on the farm. 
In addition, we must 
have people inspect-
ing full-time."

"So, it's a substan-
tial expansion from 
where we began to 
where we are now. 
Tha t  b r i ngs  some 
challenges, first the 
c a s h  f l o w.  To  b e 
selling 800 animals 
weekly means you 
have to  be buying 
800 animals weekly. 
That's close to a mil-
lion dollars that you 
need to be investing 
weekly."

Mai further detailed 
that quarantining the 
catt le for 21 days, 
having the adequate 
infrastructure to man-
age the livestock and 
the livestock's health, 
and ensuring other 
aspects of the ranch 
are apt to take on the 

livestock will require 
recurring capital in-
vestments of up to 
BZ$3,000,000,  a l -
most monthly, before 
profits are realized.

Notably, the event 
was  wi tnes sed  by 
Prime Minister Hon. 
John Briceño; Hon. 
Eamon Cour tenay, 
Minister of Foreign 
A f f a i r s ,  F o r e i g n 
Trade and Immigra-
tion; Hon. Jose Abe-
lardo Mai, Minister 
of Agriculture, Food 
Security and Enter-
pr ise;  Hon.  Chris-
topher Coye,  Min-
ister of State in the 
Ministry of Finance, 
Economic Develop-
ment and Investment; 
and off ic ia ls  f rom 
various organizations 
and government de-
pa r tmen t s  i nc lud -
ing  Commiss ioner 
o f  Po l i ce  Ches t e r 
Wi l l i a m s ;  J e f f e r y 
Reimer, Chairman of 
the Belize Livestock 
Producers Associa-
tion; and members 
of the board; Henry 
Anderson, Chairman 
of the Development 
Finance Corporation, 
and members of the 
management team; 
and off ic ia ls  f rom 
the Ministry of Agri-
culture.

In a release issued 
by the Government 
of Belize's Press Of-
fice, cattle exports to 
Mexico are expected 
to regularize weekly 
throughout the rest 
of the year as both 
Belize and Mexico 
continue to develop 
favorable agreements 
that will enable cattle 
from all over Belize 
to  be  expor t ed  to 
Mexico.
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Gang Figures, Caught Fleeing to the 
US Remanded to Prison

By Michelle Sutherland

Re p u t e d  g a n g 
members, Ty-

rone and Ellis Meighan, 
are spending their first 
night at the Belize Cen-
tral Prison after they 
were detained over the 
weekend by authorities 
in Mexico attempting 
to make a run for the 
United States.

While we were ini-
tially told that they 
were detained for il-
legal entry into Mex-
ico, and later handed 
over to the GI3, prison 
authorities confirmed 
that the siblings were 
remanded to the Be-
lize Central Prison on 
charges of 'contempt 
of judicial order' until 
April 5th, 2022.

Reports are that sus-

Meighan Brothers remanded to prison
picions had been raised 
after the siblings failed 
to show up for a court 
case in which they had 

been charged for being 
a gang member. 

On Monday, follow-

ing their court appear-
ance, their attorney 
Norman Rodriguez told 

Channel 7 News.''They 
have no reason to run 
away. The brothers be-
lieve that they are being 
treated unfairly because 
the intention was not to 
run away. We know the 
Meighan brothers, the 
whole country knows 
the Meighan brothers, 
maybe we have a per-
ception of them, but in 
this specific instance 
I can tell you that I 
believe these young 
men that they were not 
running away from this 
charge."

Rodriguez in fact 
claimed that his clients 
were ambushed by the 
prosecution who al-
legedly presented an 
application to the mag-
istrate requesting that 

his clients be remanded 
to the prison until their 
trial date. 

Rodriguez claimed 
that that shouldn't have 
happened, rather that 
his clients should have 
been given the oppor-
tunity to justify their 
absence to the mag-
istrate who would, in 
turn, consider whether 
or not to remove the 
bench warrant.

The Meighan broth-
ers,  who are well-
known gang members, 
are believed to be part 
of a larger exodus of 
alleged gang members 
who are fleeing Be-
lize City to the United 
States in search of a 
better life.

GOB to collaborate with Belize 
Bank's E-kyash to pilot online 

payment services

By Javan Flowers

This week,  the 
E-Governance 

and Digi ta l iza t ion 
Unit announced that 
E-kyash ,  powered 
by Belize Bank, was 
selected as the first 
electronic payment 
solution to pilot an 
online payment pro-
gram.

As detailed in the 
r e l ea se ,  t he  Gov-
ernment of Belize, 
through a competitive 
bidding process under 
the project Supporting 
Electronic Payment 
Solutions, received 
and evaluated bids 
from the Belize Bank, 
National Bank of Be-
lize, Heritage Bank 
Limited ,  Speednet 
(Smart), and Digi. 

According to the 
Government, based 
on final evaluations,  
E-kyash was selected 
as the first electronic 
payment solution to 
pilot online payment 
for processing Tem-
porary Work Permit 
applications within 
the Labour Depart-
men t ' s  Tempora ry 
Employment Permit 
system. 

As detai led,  this 
collaborat ion aims 

to provide Belizeans 
with a safe and secure 
means of  payment 
that can be rapidly 
dispersed across mul-
t iple  channels  and 
provide further effi-
ciencies to investors 
and local entrepre-
neurs.

Employers apply-
ing for work permits 
for their  staff  will 
now be able to pay 
online conveniently. 
It will also allow for 
a more efficient ap-
plication process as 
there will be no need 
to visit the Treasury 
Department's offices 
before applying for 
the work permit. In-
stead, payment will be 
executed on the Labor 
Department's website, 
and the process will 
be completed imme-
diately, avoiding any 
delays or disruptions. 

T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e 
is being led by the 
E-Governance and 
Digitalization Unit 
under the Ministry 
of Public Utilities, 
Energy, Logistics & 
E-Governance,  the 
Ministry of Finance, 
and the Ministry of 
Rural  Transforma-
tion, Community De-
velopment, Labour, 
and Local Govern-
ment, and is expected 
to go live at the end of 
April 2022.
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Jamaicans sing "Reparation 
Song" as Royals continue 

their Caribbean Tour

By Javan Flowers

" We ,  t h e r e f o r e , 
will not participate 
i n  y o u r  P l a t i n u m 
Jubilee celebration!" 
these were sentiments 
shared by the Jamaica-
b a s e d  A d v o c a t e s 
Network (Advocates) 
i n  a n  o p e n  l e t t e r 
to  Pr ince  Wil l iam 
and the Duchess of 
Cambridge on the eve 
of the Royals arrival to 
Jamaica.

The letter, penned 
on behalf of a group 
of Jamaican business 
leaders, doctors, and 
po l i t i c i ans ,  opens 
by lamenting on the 
implications current 
wor ld  c r i ses  have 
a l r e a d y  i m p o s e d 
onto their country, 
"We note with great 
concern your visit to 
our country Jamaica, 
during a period when 
we are st i l l  in the 
throes  of  a  global 
pandemic and bracing 
for the full impact of 
another global crisis 
associated with the 
Russian/Ukraine war."

It adds that "Many 
Jamaicans are unaware 
of your visit as they 
s t r u g g l e  t o  c o p e 
with the horrendous 
f a l l o u t  o f  t h e 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
exacerbated by pre-
existing social and 
economic hardships 
inherited from our 
colonial past."

The letter further 
points out that the 
Royals visit is part 
of the celebrations 
t o  m a r k  t h e  7 0 t h 
Anniversary (Platinum 
J u b i l e e )  o f  t h e 
Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth 2nd, which 
also falls on the cusp 
of the 60th anniversary 

o f  J a m a i c a ' s 
Independence. 

"We see no reason to 
celebrate 70 years of 
the ascension of your 
grandmother to the 
British throne because 
her leadership, and that 
of her predecessors, 
have perpetuated the 
greatest human rights 
tragedy in the history 
of humankind." Said 
the Advocates.

T h e y  c o n t i n u e d 
by declaring, " We 
will not participate 
i n  y o u r  P l a t i n u m 
Jubilee celebration! 
… We will, however, 
celebrate 60 years of 
freedom from British 
colonial domination."

Towards  the  end 
o f  t h e  l e t t e r,  t h e 
A d v o c a t e s  u r g e d 
the Royals to reflect 
thoroughly on "these 
60 reasons you should 
apologize and begin a 
process of reparatory 
justice."

Of the "60 reasons" 
f o r  r e p a r a t i o n 
include: "For human 
trafficking across the 
Atlantic Ocean in the 
t ransat lant ic  t rade 

in enslaved people"; 
and "For causing the 
high mortality on the 
f loa t ing  dungeons 
y o u  c a l l e d  ' s l a v e 
ships' because of the 
inhumane conditions 
on board,' to cite a 
few.

Notably, a portion 
of the Royals' tour 
t h r o u g h o u t  r u r a l 
B e l i z e  m e t  m u c h 
o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m 
locals. This led to them 
being forced to cancel 
their visit to Akte'il Ha 
cacao farm in Indian 
Creek village in the 
foothills of the Maya 
Mountains, as there 
is a dispute between 
v i l l a g e  r e s i d e n t s 
and Flora and Fauna 
International (FFI), a 
conservation charity 
William supports as 
patron.

Similarly, as penned 
in the open letter to the 
Prince and Duchess, 
the Advocate Network 
p l a n s  t o  s t a g e  a 
demonstration outside 
the Jamaican British 
High  Commiss ion 
when the royal couple 
arrives in the country.

Duke and Duchess of Cambridge at local archaelogical site.
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AstraZeneca “COVID Drug” 
neutralizes sub-variants of Omicron

By Javan Flowers

An independent 
lab s tudy on 

AstraZeneca’s anti-
body-based COVID19 
drug Evusheld found 
it “neutralized activ-
ity” against Omicron 
coronavirus variants, 
including the highly 
contagious BA.2 sub-
variant.

The study concluded 
that “Evusheld retains 
potent neutralizing 
activity against the 
emerging and highly 
transmissible Omi-
cron SARS-CoV-2 
BA.2 subvariant. The 
data also showed that 
Evusheld retains activ-
ity against Omicron 
BA.1 and BA.1.1.1.”

Additionally, “live 
organism” data gath-
ered using mice infect-
ed with Omicron BA.1, 
BA.1.1, and BA.2 de-
picted that “Evusheld 
significantly reduced 
the viral burden and 
limited inflammation 
in the lungs for all three 
subvariants.” 

The release further 
adds that Michael S. 
Diamond, Ph.D., Wash-
ington University, cited 
that “The findings dem-
onstrate that Evusheld 
effectively protected 
against infection in the 
lungs, a critical dis-
ease site for severe 
COVID-19, across all 
Omicron subvariants 
tested.”

John Perez, Senior 

Vice President, Head 
of Late Development, 
Vaccines & Immune 
Therapies at AstraZen-
eca, further pointed 
out that “These im-
portant data show that 
Evusheld reduced viral 
burden and limited in-
flammation caused by 
Omicron.”

Perez further high-
lighted that the findings 
reinforced support for 
Evusheld as a potential 
medication that aims 
to provide better pro-
tection for vulnerable 
patients such as the 
immunocompromised, 
who could see dire 
health implications if 
they were to become in-
fected with COVID-19.

UN: “We are sleepwalking to climate catastrophe”
By Javan Flowers

“ W e  a r e 
s l e e p w a l k i n g  t o 
climate catastrophe.” 
Cau t ioned  Un i t ed 
Nations Secretary-
G e n e r a l  A n t ó n i o 
Guterres highlighting 
how Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine is poised 
to be an enormous 
o b s t a c l e  f o r  t h e 
concerted effort to 
s p e e d  u p  c l i m a t e 
action.  

T h e  G e n e r a l ’ s 
a d d r e s s  p o i n t e d 
to  “a  cau ldron  of 
c h a l l e n g e s ”  s u c h 
as record inflation, 
and the fallout from 
R u s s i a ’ s  w a r  i n 
Ukraine, which risks 
u p e n d i n g  g l o b a l 
f o o d  a n d  e n e r g y 
markets, “with major 
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r 
the global  cl imate 
agenda”.  

H e  w a r n e d  t h a t 
as  G20 economies 
scramble to replace 
R u s s i a n  f o s s i l 
f u e l ,  s h o r t - t e r m 
arrangements might 
create long-term fossil 
fuel dependence and 

close the 1.5 degrees 
window.

“Countr ies  could 
become so consumed 
by  the  immedia te 
foss i l  fue l  supply 
gap that they neglect 
or knee-cap policies 
t o  cu t  fo s s i l  fue l 
use,” Mr. Guterres 
i n s i s t e d .   “ T h i s  i s 
madness.” 

A s  n o t e d  i n  a 
previous release by the 
United Nations, fossil 
fuel reliance continues 
t o  pu t  t he  g loba l 
economy and energy 
security at the mercy 
of geopolitical shocks 
and crises – adding 
tha t  inac t ion  wi l l 
stop the world from 
achieving sufficient 
reduction in carbon 
emission.

T h e  S e c r e t a r y -
General also stressed 
t ha t  a cco rd ing  t o 
p r e s e n t  n a t i o n a l 
c o m m i t m e n t s , 
global emissions are 
set  to  increase by 
approximately 14% 
during the rest of the 
decade.  Citing that 
last year alone, “global 

energy-related CO2 
emissions grew by six 
percent, to their highest 
levels in history, as 
coal emissions surged 
to record highs.”  

Guterres continued 
by stating the fact 
that while developed 
G 2 0  e c o n o m i e s 
account for 80% of all 
global emissions, he 
underscored that “our 
planet can’t afford a 

climate blame game.” 
As he explained, 

developed countries 
must not put the onus on 
developing economies 
to accelerate their 
transition nor must 
developing economies 
respond by saying that 
“you exported carbon-
i n t e n s i v e  h e a v y 
industrial activities 
to us in return for 
c h e a p e r  g o o d s ” .  
Further emphasizing 
that “We can’t point 
f i nge r s  wh i l e  t he 

planet burns.” 
Towards the end of 

his address, he insisted 
that new simplified 
eligibility systems and 
increased adaptation 
a n d  r e s i l i e n c e 
i n v e s t m e n t  b e 
developed, optimized, 
and adequately funded. 

Guterres reiterated 
the objectives laid out at 
COP26 and advocated 
that developed and 
emerging economies 
to cooperate with each 
other for all countries 

to deliver emission 
reductions.

“Adap ta t ion  and 
mitigation must be 
pursued with equal 
force  and urgency 
…  a d a p t a t i o n 
investments need to 
be dramatically scaled 
up to keep pace with 
accelerating impacts,” 
emphasized Secretary-
General, calling on all 
donors and technical 
partners to work with 
the UN and vulnerable 
governments.

UN Secretary General António Guterres
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a BY ORDER OF CHARGEE

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO SELL
LA INMACULADA CREDIT UNION LIMITED, a Credit Union duly 

formed and registered in Belize under the Credit Union Act Chapter 314 
of the Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011 with registered 
office situated at No. 5 Park Street, Orange Walk Town, Orange Walk 
District, Belize, hereby gives notice of its intention to exercise its Power 
of Sale as Chargee under the virtue of Charges between those hereinafter 
named and the said La Inmaculada Credit Union Ltd. with said Charge 
is registered at the Land Registry. The Credit Union will at the expiration 
of TWO MONTHS from the date of the first publication of this notice 
to sell the properties described in the schedule hereto.

ALL offers to purchase the said property must be made in writing to 
LA INMACULADA CREDIT UNION LIMITED. from whom full 
particulars and conditions of sale may be obtained.

SCHEDULE
ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-3217 situated in 

the Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201608522 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Nery Leonardo 
Sosa & Josselin Jannethe Alvarado (Jointly).

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-122 situated in the 
Trial Farm Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held under 
Land Certificate LRS-201108503 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-491 situated in the 
Trial Farm Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held under 
Land Certificate LRS-201108507 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-1079 situated in 
the San Jose Palmar Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and 
held under Land Certificate # 9845/2004 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Lot No.-184 attached to 
Plan No.-2146 Deed of Conveyance LTU-201501474 situated in the St. 
Matthews Village, Cayo District, and registered at the Lands and Surveys 
Department in Belmopan, as Lot No. 184 on Plan No. 2146 - TOGETHER 
with all buildings and erections standing and being thereon, the Deed of 
Conveyance of Miriam Janet Quevedo for Abner Jonathan Quevedo.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.1802- situated in 
the Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201910114 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Mark Glenford 
Meighan.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.- 2050 situated in 
the Orange Walk Town Registration Section, Orange Walk District, 
and held under Land Certificate LRS-201810171 TOGETHER with 
all buildings and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of 
Roamir Edwardo Gonzalez.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land Parcel No.- 370/1 situated in the 
Miller’s Bight Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Lease Certificate LRS -201005197 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the leasehold of Carlos Garcia 
for Julie Linda Garcia.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-212 situated in 
the Guinea Grass Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201900303 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Edison Albert 
Johnson and Rosita Johnson (Jointly).

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-672 situated in the 
Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate # 3710/95 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Maria Elena Diaz 
for Leonardo Daniel Diaz.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-2949 situated in 
the San Pedro Registration Section, Belize District, and held under Land 
Certificate LRS-201511416 TOGETHER with all buildings and erections 
standing and being thereon, the freehold of Leon Levi Anderson.

Belize observes World 
Meteorological Day

By Javan Flowers

Belize joins the 
rest of the world 

in celebrating World 
Meteorological Day, 
observed on March 
23rd, under the theme 
"Early Warning and 
Early Action."

Speaking, via video 
presentation, on the 
importance of Belize's 
Meteorological (Met) 
Service is Chief Meteo-
rologist Ronald Gor-
don, "One of the things 
to minimize property 
damage, and of course 
safeguarding life, is to 
have an early warning 
system of any hazard-
ous weather or climate 
activity that could neg-
atively affect citizens of 
the country." 

As explained by the 
Met Service and the 
Government of Belize, 
this day commemorates 
the founding of the con-
vention that established 
the World Meteoro-
logical Organization 
(WMO) in 1950. 

This year's theme 
highlights the impor-

tance of having ad-
equate and easily ac-
cessible hydrometeo-
rological and climate 
information to aid in 
disaster risk reduction 
and sustainable devel-
opment. 

Deputy Chief Me-
teorologist Michelle 
Augustine also further 
underscored that the 
frequency and intensity 
of extreme weather and 
climatic events have 
become more preva-
lent on varying and 
unprecedented scales 
across the world due to 
climate change. There-
fore, the Met Service 
must promptly inform 
the citizenry p of all 
potential systems that 
pose a direct threat to 
life, property, and live-
lihoods. 

A release issued by 
the GOB's Press Office 
emphasizes the impor-
tance of producing "im-
pact-based forecasts" 
as simply providing 
"what the weather will 
be, will no longer suf-
fice." This evolution 
of weather forecasting 

is to inform the public 
of what the weather 
will do, and with that 
information, the public 
is expected to respond 
in an informed manner 
to safeguard lives and 
protect property.

Additionally, the 
release highlights the 
need to strengthen ear-
ly warning systems, 
which are a top priority 
in most climate change 
adaptation plans, in-
cluding improving the 
coordination between 
national meteorological 
and hydrological ser-
vices, disaster manage-
ment authorities, and 
development agencies.

Toward the end of 
the release, it states that 
"The National Meteo-
rological Service of Be-
lize in the Ministry of 
Sustainable Develop-
ment, Climate Change 
and Disaster Risk Man-
agement continues to 
fulfill its mission of 
providing services and 
products to protect the 
Belizean public from 
extreme weather and 
climatic events."

Belize Meteorological Service 

Notice of Dissolution 

“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that 
TEASTAR HOLDINGS LIMITED  a Company 
incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize  commenced 
dissolution on March 17th, 2022.

And
Paraskevas Zacharoulis  with address of 15, Agiou 

Pavlou, Ledra House, Agios Andreas, 1105, Nicosia, 
Cyprus is the Liquidator, and any claims against 
this Company should be forwarded to the liquidator within 
30 days from commencement.”  

Interconsult Belize Limited 
Registered Agent
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) Enforcement 
Collection Model based on risk criteria

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service 
			   Department (BTSD) Enforcement Collection Model based on risk criteria
Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-
L1031). Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has 
procured a Modern Integrated Tax Administration System (the Revenue 
Management System (RMS) and is presently in the implementation process. This 
new system will be used in the management of the Belize Tax Administration.

The authorities’ concerns on the growth of the arrears balance are reflected in the 
BTSD strategic plan; “The stock of debt has been steadily increasing throughout the 
years, with the largest increase recorded between 2017 and 2018. The respective 
annual increases from 2016 to 2018 were 4%, 7% and 23%. There is a need to 
institute a mechanism to facilitate monitoring and timely enforcement actions to 
collect and recover revenues.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a Consultancy 
Firm for a period of five (5) months. The main activity of the consultancy includes:

1.	 To assess the current situation of BTSD enforcement collection and review
 	 the organization and resources of the collection area as well as their skills
2.	 To assess the potential sources for information on taxpayer transactions 
	 and assets that could be used as arrears payments (Customs, social security,
 	 immovable property registration department, Bank accounts, City 
	 Council’s Traffic Departments, etc.)
3.	 Propose a strategy for enforcement collections and prioritization based 
	 on risk analysis, define risk parameters and relevant mitigation measures
 	 as well as special procedures according to taxpayer segments
4.	 Establish a system of payment by instalment via Internet, with parameters 
	 defined by BTSD with payments through automatic debit in the taxpayer 
	 bank account and to freeze delinquent taxpayers’ bank accounts via Internet
5.	 Establish rules for writing off uncollectable debts and modify ITAS to 
	 incorporate them
6.	 Update the BTSD Enforcement Collection manual defining the procedures
 	 to select the debts to be enforced, the task to collect the debt, the
 	 identification, and procedures to put a lien on debtors’ properties, the rules,
 	 and procedures for agreements for payment by instalment, etc.
7.	 Propose performance indicators for monitoring the enforcement collection
8.	 Deliver workshops and train the collection staff in the new procedures
9.	 Implement the new procedures
10. 	 Conduct Pilot with the designated BTSD staff to plan, execute and report 
	 on randomly selected taxpayers.

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ 
relevant working experience in the following areas:

	
	 •	 Organizational development and design; 
	 •	 Enforced arrears collections; 
	 •	 Tax administration training

As well as minimum of five (5) years relevant assistance to tax administrations, 
particularly in the arrears collection areas. In addition, the Consultant firm should 
have at least three (3) years of previous experience specifically in conducting 
programs on arrears collection with the use of risk analysis techniques or similar 
programs and consultancies between the calendar years 2015 to 2020, as well as 
experience in Belize, and Caribbean environment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms (“Consultants”) 
to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants 
must submit an Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that 
they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services 
(description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, 
experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term 
“consultant” means a legally established professional consulting firm or an entity 
that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 

	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services 
		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates 
		  of assignments. 
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the 
		  respective client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract 
		  or agreement with the client including copy of the TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation,
 		  information of shareholders of company specifying the shares
 		  owned by each respective shareholder of the company and a copy
 		  of documentation of nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company 
		  Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security 
		  Board 
	 (viii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes is US 
$133,555.00.

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost 
- Based Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-American 
Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants 
financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 
edition) and is open to all eligible consultants as defined in the IDB policies. The 
selection of the successful firm will be based on a competitive process among 
short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the proposal and the cost 
of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will be asked to 
submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a 
sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing 
the short list, the nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally 
incorporated or constituted and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the 
firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours 
Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered 
via direct mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local 
time) on Friday April 8th, 2022.

Interested eligible Consultants are asked to submit their expression of interest 
via e-mail to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consultancy 
Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) 
Enforcement Collection Model based on risk criteria in the subject header, or 
submit on or before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) Friday April 8th, 2022 to the 
following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consulting Services for Consulting firm to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, making use of 
the wider range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytical tools for audit)

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services for Consulting Firm to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, 
			   making use of the wider range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytical tools 
			   for audit).

Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-American 

Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax modernization project 
entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-L1031). The main beneficiaries of 
the Project are: (a) the Government, which will have more revenues to implement its public 
policies; (b) taxpayers, who will have more support and a digital environment to fulfil 
their tax obligations; and (c) the population, from the government policies implemented. 
Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has procured a Modern 
Integrated Tax Administration System (the Revenue Management System (RMS) and 
is presently in the implementation process. This new system will be used in the management 
of the Belize Tax Administration.

The BTSD management has identified the need for a modern audit approach based on 
risk analysis. The BTSD Strategic Plan states that:

“BTSD will explore the introduction of a Risk Management Plan (RMP) to properly 
respond to the risks identified on a timely basis, to minimize overall compliance burden 
for both the taxpayers and the tax administration. As an important aspect of the RMP, 
risk mitigating strategies will be proposed for application against potential and existing 
risks. The plan will highlight all areas of risks including risk- based assessments, risk-
based audits, risk-based sector and taxpayer segmentation, compliance risks (registration, 
filing, reporting and payments) and international risks. Risk mitigation reduces the 
extent of exposure and ensures that the strategic objectives are achieved.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a consulting firm 
for a period of ten (10) months to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, 
making use of the range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytic tools 
for audit). The main activities of the consultancy include:

1.	 To assess the status of BTSD taxpayer audit strategies and operations for all tax
 	 type.
2.	 To review the Audit Division organization and resources, as well as the staff skills. 
3.	 To suggest the strategy for centralization/decentralization of the audit. 
4.	 To propose a new organization area (if required). 
5.	 To propose the staff composition by area and by location.
6.	 To propose the different audit programs taking into consideration taxpayer
 	 segments and different audit locations (central, districts).
7.	 To propose a system of massive audit based on IT verification of returns against 
	 risk factors and third-party information. The selected cases should be resolved
 	 very quickly (4 cases a day) as they are based on firm verification.
8. 	 To propose modern analytical tools for tax auditing suitable for Belize’s 
	 environment by conducting a SWOT analysis to support the audit work.
9.	 Once the proposal of the modern analytical tools is approved, the consulting firm 
	 will procure the Analytical tools software for auditing with 50 licenses with 
	 subscription for 3 years, implement, and train auditors in its utilization for 
	 adoption.
10. 	 To execute onsite Pilot audit (for at least one month in duration) with the audit
 	 team to plan, execute and report on randomly selected taxpayers.
11. 	 To develop training materials and manuals in hard copies and digital copies in
 	 Microsoft Word format.

The consulting firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience in similar 
assignment. In addition, the consulting firm should have a minimum of three (3) years 
specific experience in the following areas (* are must):

	 •	 Tax administration taxpayer audit and risk analysis. (*)
	 •	 Conducting design of modern taxpayer audit programs. (*) 
	 •	 Conducting design of risk-based audit programs. (*) 
	 •	 Training tax administration staff in audit techniques (*) 
	 •	 Using modern audit analytic tools. (*)
	 •	 Developing programs for organizational strengthening for tax
 		  administration. 
	 •	 Developing modern taxpayer audit programs. 
	 •	 Conducting design of modern information crosschecking programs. 
	 •	 Business Strategy (supporting business and organization goals).

The firm should prove ability to identify strategic issues, opportunity and risks. As well 
as have knowledge and experience working in Belize and or the Caribbean environment 
in a similar assignment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible consulting firms (“Consultants”) to indicate 
their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants must submit an 

Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that they have the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services (brochures, description of 
similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience in similar 
conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term “consultant” means a legally-
established professional consulting firm or an entity that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services
 		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of 
		  assignments. 
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (This includes letters from the respective
 		  client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract or agreement with
 		  the client including copy of the TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation, information
 		  of shareholders of company specifying the shares owned by each 
		  respective shareholder of the company and a copy of documentation of
 		  nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security Board 
	 (viii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes is 
US$ 451,328.00.

Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost-Based 
Selection (QCBS) method set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: Policies 
for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American 
Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants 
as defined in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on a 
competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the 
proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will 
be asked to submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a sub-
consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing the short list, the 
nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally incorporated or constituted 
and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours Monday 
to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered via direct 
mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday, 
April 8th, 2022.

Interested consulting firms are asked to submit their expression of interest via e-mail 
to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consulting Firm to Prepare, 
Implement and Execute a New Audit Model in the subject header, or submit on or 
before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday, April 8th, 2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to PuzzleSudoku rules  are 

extremely easy: Fill all 
empty squares so that 
the numbers 1 to 9 
appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

 

Sleeping with a light on may be bad for your heart and blood sugar
One night spent sleeping in a moderately 

lit room, rather than a dimly lit room, can 
lead to higher heart rate during the night 
and insulin resistance the next morning, 
a small study suggests. 

The study included two groups of 10 
healthy adults. One group slept in dimly 
lit rooms for two consecutive nights and 
the other slept in dimly lit rooms one 
night and then moderately lit 
rooms the next, according to the 
study, published March 14 in 
the journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 
The moderately lit rooms were 
i l l umina ted  wi th  a  100  lux 
overhead light, which is about 
as bright as it would be on an 
overcast day, according to The 
Washington Post. 

A 100 lux l ight  could also 
be compared to a lit television 
screen in a darkened room or 
a street light shining through 
a thinly veiled window, New 
Scientist reported. 

Al l  the  s tudy  par t i c ipan t s 
wore heart monitors to sleep, 
and on the second night, the group that 
slept in moderately lit rooms showed a 
marked increase in heart rate while they 
slept, as compared to the night before, 
the researchers observed. The group that 
slept in dim lighting both nights showed 
no significant change.

“We showed your heart rate increases 
when you s leep in  a  moderate ly  l i t 
room,” Dr. Daniela Grimaldi, a co-first 
author and research assistant professor 
of neurology at Northwestern University, 

said in a statement. “Even though you are 
asleep, your autonomic nervous system 
is activated.” The autonomic nervous 
system regulates  involuntary bodi ly 
processes, such as breathing, heart rate, 
pupil dilation and digestion, as well as 
the fight-or-flight response. 

If the autonomic nervous system is 
driving up heart rate during the night, 

“that’s bad,” Grimaldi said. “Usually, 
your  hear t  ra te  toge ther  wi th  o ther 
cardiovascular parameters are lower at 
night and higher during the day.” 

The study authors also ran several 
tests to estimate the participants’ insulin 
resistance each morning of the study, 
after they awoke. The hormone insulin 
normally helps cells take in glucose, 
or  sugar,  from the bloodstream. But 
when cells are resistant to insulin, they 
don’t take in glucose as readily, and the 

body produces more and more insulin 
to compensate. Over time, cells become 
resistant to even these sky-high insulin 
levels, which causes blood sugar levels 
to soar. 

On the first morning, after they’d slept 
in dimly lit rooms, both study groups 
scored about the same on the insulin 
resistance tests. These tests included the 

Homeostatic Model Assessment 
of Insulin Resistance (HOMA-
IR),  a  calculat ion that  takes 
fasting insulin and blood sugar 
levels into account, as well as 
direct  tests  of how the body 
responds  to  g lucose ,  ca l l ed 
an oral glucose tolerance test 
(OGTT) and the Matsuda insulin 
sensitivity index.

On the second morning, the 
group that slept in the moderately 
lit room scored worse on these 
tests, while the group that slept 
in dim light scored about the 
same or better as the day before. 
“Exposure to a single night of 
[moderate] room light … during 
s leep increased measures  of 

insulin resistance the next morning,” the 
researchers wrote in their report.

This study is limited in that it only 
included 20 people and only monitored 
the participants for two days and nights. 
People shouldn’t assume that they need to 
change their sleeping habits unless these 
results are borne out in a larger trial, 
Jim Horne, a U.K.-based neuroscientist 
specializing in the study of sleep, told 
New Scientist. 

- Live Science
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Fun Facts! -

In the search for 
new subsea oil fields, 
geologists use large 
vessels to tow sever-
al heavy-duty cables 
(called streamer ca-
bles) to collect seis-
mic data. Equipped 
with hydrophones 
that receive the re-
turned signals ini-
tiated from a seis-
mic source,  these 
streamer cables are 
deployed at about 
16 – 65 feet deep, 
and each streamer 
is typically 26,247 
ft  long. As one can 
imagine, this activ-
ity probably attracts 
numerous animals to 

check out what the 
ruckus is all about. 
One of these animals 
are sharks, who are 
attracted to the mag-
netic streamer fields 
and  t end  t o  b i t e 
through the cables! 
In some areas of the 
world,  equipment 
loss due to shark at-
tacks on streamer 
cables is a serious 
problem in terms of 
time delays and eco-
nomic loss for the 
operator.

I n  t h e  s e a r c h 
for new subsea oil 
f ie lds ,  geologis ts 
use large vThis isn’t 
the first time sharks 

have caused a head-
ache for undersea 
cable systems- this 
problem goes back 
to 1980’s! Accord-
i n g  t o  N e t w o r k 
World, even Google 
0 .0%GOOGL has 
had to wrap their 
internet cables in 
Kevlar-like mate-
rial to prevent dam-
aging shark bites. 
So why are sharks 
attracted to under-
sea data cables? It’s 
not exactly known. 
Some believe that 
because sharks can 
sense electromag-
netic fields through 
jelly-filled pores on 

their snouts called 
ampullae of Loren-
zini, perhaps they 
are attracted by this 
e lectr ical  current 
and confusing it for 
food. Alternative-
ly, shark expert Dr. 
Chris  Lowe from 
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e 
University suggest-
ed they may just be 
curious about them. 
“If you had just a 
piece of plastic out 
there shaped like a 
cable, there’s a good 
chance they’d bite 
that too,” said Dr. 
Lowe, who runs the 
Shark Lab, in the 
interview to Wired.

Foxes are related to dogs. They’re medium-sized, weighing anywhere between 2 and 24 pounds, with pointy 
faces, lithe frames, and bushy tails.

Foxes are solitary.Unlike their relatives, foxes are not pack animals. When rais-
ing their young, they live in small families—called a “leash of foxes” or a “skulk 
of foxes”—in underground burrows. Otherwise, they hunt and sleep alone.

 Foxes have a lot in common with cats. Like a cat, the fox is most active after the 
sun goes down. It has vertically oriented pupils so it can see in dim light, and it 
hunts by stalking and pouncing on its prey. The fox also has sensitive cat-like 
whiskers and spines on its tongue. It walks on its toes, which accounts for its el-
egant, feline-like tread. The gray fox even has semi-retractable claws, making it 
the only member of the dog family that climbs trees. It has been known to sleep 

in the branches—just like a cat.

Foxes use the Earth’s magnetic field. Like a guided missile, the fox harnesses the Earth’s magnetic field to 
hunt. Other animals, like birds, sharks, and turtles, have this “magnetic sense,” but the fox is the first one 
we’ve discovered that uses it to catch prey.

According to New Scientist, the fox can see the earth’s magnetic field as a “ring of shadow” on its eyes that 
darkens as it moves toward magnetic north. When the shadow and the sound of prey lines up, it’s time to 
pounce. 

C
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Why Do Sharks Bite Underwater Cables?
Bread = Dough!

Two Heads Fight!
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account Model to allow for fast taxpayer centric overview

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account Model to
 			   allow for fast taxpayer centric overview

Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” 
(BL-L1031). Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department 
(BTSD) has procured a Modern Integrated Tax Administration System 
(the Revenue Management System (RMS) and is presently in the 
implementation process. This new system will be used in the management 
of the Belize Tax Administration.

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a 
Consultancy Firm for a period of six (6) months. The main activity of the 
consultancy includes:

1.	 To assess the current situation of BTDS taxpayer account in 
	 Integrated Tax Administration System (ITAS).
2.	 Develop a model for a new taxpayer account in ITAS. The model 
	 should specify the entities dealing with the taxpayer account, the
 	 information that flows to and from the account, and the transactions 
	 that will be allowed with the taxpayer account (e.g., debt from tax 
	 returns, debts from refunds, debts from adjustments, debts from 
	 audits, debts from payment by instalment agreements, credits from 
	 regular payment, credits for adjustments in appeals cases, credit
 	 from payments of payment by instalment agreements, etc.). The
 	 account will be organized by Taxpayer Identification Numbers (TIN),
 	 tax type and period
3.	 Define the procedures for taxpayer access to his account via Internet 
4.	 Define which transactions taxpayers would be allowed to perform
 	 through the Internet 
5.	 Define the changes to be made in ITAS for the introduction of the 
	 new model 
6.	 Prepare the taxpayer account manual 
7.	 Implement the new taxpayer centric current account 
8.	 Train BTS staff in the new taxpayer account design and operation

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ 
relevant working experience in the following areas:

	 • 	 Designing modern taxpayer account 
	 •	 Preparing taxpayer account procedures and manuals 
	 •	 Training enforcement agents in taxpayer account;

As well as minimum of five (5) relevant working experience in 
enforcement of arrears payment and design of modern taxpayer current 
account. In addition, the Consulting firm should have at least three (3) years 
of previous experience conducting consultancies to countries implementing 
modern taxpayer accounts.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms 
(“Consultants”) to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested 
eligible Consultants must submit an Expression of Interest providing 
information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications 
and relevant experience to perform the services (description of similar 
assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience 
in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.).

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence 
		  of the consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy 
		  services during the past five years. 
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end
 		  dates of assignments.
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the
 		  respective client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of 

		  contract or agreement with the client including copy of the 
		  TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation,
 		  information of shareholders of company specifying the
 		  shares owned by each respective shareholder of the company 
		  and a copy of documentation of nationality of the shareholders
 		  of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company
 		  Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social
 		  Security Board 
	 (viii)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax
 		  Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes 
is US $133,555.00.

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and 
Cost - Based Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-
American Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting 
of Consultants financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (GN-
2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants as defined 
in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on 
a competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the 
quality of the proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed 
firms will be notified and will be asked to submit a technical and price 
proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture 
or a sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of 
establishing the short list, the nationality of a firm is that of the country 
in which it is legally incorporated or constituted and in the case of Joint 
Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office 
hours Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest 
must be delivered via direct mail or e-mail at the address indicated below 
by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday April 8th, 2022.

Interested eligible Consultants are asked to submit their expression of 
interest via e-mail to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- 
Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account 
Model to allow for fast taxpayer centric overview in the subject header, 
or submit on or before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday April 8th, 
2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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Father Robinson 
of the Roman 

Catholic Church is to 
be commended for the 
forthright, clear, and 
public manner in which 
he laid out the official 
position of his church 
on the government’s 
proposal to legalize 
marijuana use in our 
country.  Like repre-
sentatives of other de-
nominations who have 
spoken out on the mat-
ter, the Roman Catholic 
Church unequivocally 
opposes the Legaliza-
tion of marijuana use 
in Belize.   It is to be 
hoped that other reli-
gious denominations, 
including Muslims, 
Hindus, and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses will also 
share their views on the 
matter with our public.  
It would also be helpful 
to hear the views of our 
non-governmental or-
ganizations, our trade 
unions, and our medi-
cal experts and scien-
tists.  The decisions of 
our parliamentarians 
on this emotional topic 
will impact all our lives 
and our collective fu-
ture.

The possession, use, 
and trade of marijuana 
have long been viewed 
as a problem interna-
tionally.   It is, in fact, 
the subject of inter-
national conventions; 
including the United 
Nations Convention 
Against Illicit Traf-
fic in Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic sub-
stances of 1988. It is 
also included in both 
Schedule 1 and VI of 
the Single Convention 
on Narcotic Drugs, 
which prohibits its pro-
duction and possession 
except for medical and 
scientific purposes.  

Marijuana is a prepa-
ration of the cannabis 
plant used as a psy-
choactive drug and by 
some for its therapeutic 
effects.   It is the most 

widely produced and 
consumed illicit drug 
in the Americas.  

Cannabis can grow 
in any part of the world, 
outdoor and indoor.  
While it is produced 
in nearly every country 
in the world, Mexico, 
the U.S., Columbia, 
Paraguay, and Canada 
are the largest cannabis 
producer countries in 
the Americas.  Jamaica 
and St. Vincent are the 
largest producers in the 
Caribbean. Indoor cul-
tivation of marijuana 
has now increased tre-
mendously. Producers 
increasingly use so-
phisticated agronomic 
cultivation techniques 
to increase yield, quali-
ty, and potency, as well 
as to breed for other 
characteristics such as 
flavor or aroma.   Al-
though we in Belize 
grow marijuana we 
also import high po-
tency marijuana from 
Mexico and Guate-
mala.

While some states in 
the United States have 
legalized marijuana 
possession and use, un-
der the US Federal law 
both possession and use 
of marijuana remain 
unlawful. It is a crimi-
nal offense to attempt 
to export marijuana 
into the United States.  
And no Belizean bank 
that deals with the pro-
ceeds of marijuana can 
have correspondent 
banking relations with 
banks in the USA.  No 
Belizean businessman 
engaging in marijuana 
cultivation and sale 
will therefore have ac-
cess to any of our local 
banks or credit unions 
to facilitate their busi-
ness transactions.

The Government of 
Belize has had a long 
history of trying to 
eradicate marijuana 
cultivation, trade, and 
use in our country.   It 
has been partnering for 
decades with the Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
of the United States 

that the law will be 
enforced and the state 
lacks the capacity to 
identify and try those 
responsible for break-
ing the law.

Although there are 
no available statistics it 
is fair to say that most 
Belizeans do not use 
marijuana or any other 
drug for that matter.  
And, the recent de-
criminalization of pos-
session and use of small 
quantities of marijuana 
has not resulted in any 
perceptible increase 
in marijuana use by 
Belizeans.   Addition-
ally, relatively few 
Belizeans seem to de-
velop harmful patterns 
of use and dependence 
on marijuana.   Most 
users do so for social or 
recreational purposes.  
Few users transition to 
the use of harder drugs 
such as cocaine.  

The vast majority of 
Belizeans who are in-
volved in the marijuana 
trade are youths who 
have been marginal-
ized and excluded, for 
one reason or the other, 
from involvement in 
legitimate business ac-
tivities in our country.  
The historic ignorance, 
marginalization, and 
joblessness which they 
have had to endure, 
particularly those in 
urban centers, have 
conduced to the deg-
radation of characters 
and the injury of mor-
als among them, and 
have made them easy 
prey for drug dealers.  
It is beyond dispute 
that the drug indus-
try in our country has 
been responsible for 
the epidemic of vi-
olence and murders 
which now character-
ize our once peaceful, 
safe nation.   Violence 
and homicides are the 
collateral damage as-
sociated with the cul-
tivation, production, 
distribution, and sale 
of drugs and the pro-
tection of those crimi-
nal activities, and with 
disputes between rival 
criminal factions.  The 
drug problem is caus-
ing far more deaths, 
devastation,i and pain 
to our society than 
the dreaded Covid-19 
Pandemic.   And it is 
seriously undermining 
those of our institu-
tions that are designed 
to protect and serve 

our citizens and to en-
hance our well-being 
and prosperity!  It is a 
scourge upon the poor 
and powerless in our 
country and in particu-
lar upon our youths.

The evidence is ir-
refutable that the le-
galization of marijuana 
does much more harm 
than good to the poor 
and the powerless in 
those societies where 
it has been legalized!  
The majority of our 
population is poor.  
Some fifty-two per-
cent are living below 
the poverty line.   Too 
many of them are the 
victims of violence and 
domestic abuse.   Too 
many of them are ad-
dicted either to alcohol 
or some other type of 
drug.   Too many are 
meeting violent deaths 
at the hands of profes-
sional assassins’ agents 
of drug dons who op-
erate with impunity 
in our country. The 
dealers, dons, and dors, 
easily compromise our 
political and public 
service elites making 
it virtually impossible 
for them to carry out 
their duties in the best 
interest of our country.

Unquestionably, the 
only ones who stand 
to benefit from the le-
galization of marijuana 
in our country at this 
time are drug dealers 
and their facilitators.  
However, while they 
may produce it and 
trade in it lawfully lo-
cally, they will not be 
able to travel abroad to 
enjoy the profits of the 
trade. Unquestionably 
too the harm that will 
come to our country 
and to the vast majority 
of our poor and power-
less citizens especially 
our children will far 
outweigh any benefit 
which may accrue to 
the purveyors of mari-
juana in our country.  

Discla imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists are 
theirs alone, and are 
not necessarily re-
flective of the news-
paper’s stance on the 
issues touched. We 
believe it is critical 
that our columnists 
be allowed freedom 
to generate discussion 
through their expres-
sions on any number 
of topics.

Dons, Dealers and Dors
No Excuses

Unquestionably too the harm that 
will come to our country and to the 
vast majority of our poor and power-
less citizens especially our children 
will far outweigh any benefit which 
may accrue to the purveyors of mari-
juana in our country.

in this quest as well as 
with the Organization 
of American States.  
Together they have 
employed a combina-
tion of measures to 
discourage its cultiva-
tion and use, includ-
ing public education 
campaigns, spraying 
marijuana plantations 
with chemicals, as well 
as using manual la-
bor to cut down and 
burn growing plants.  
The Government has 
also passed draconian 
laws to punish those 
involved in the drug 
trade.  In addit ion, 
special units of our 
security forces have 
been established for 
the express purpose of 

suppressing the activi-
ties of criminal gangs 
involved in the drug 
trade.

The vast majority 
of the countries of the 
world including Mex-
ico, the UK, Canada, 
China, India, Australia, 
Japan, and all those 
in Africa, North and 
South America crimi-
nalize all dealings in 
marijuana. No inves-
tor in the marijuana 
industry in Bel ize 
therefore can ever 
expect to export the 
product to any country 
abroad.   Furthermore, 
no Belizean investor 
can ever produce bet-
ter quality marijuana 
and a larger and more 
substantial supply than 
can the United States 
and Mexico. 

Internationally and 
locally, the marijua-
na trade is a lucrative 
one.  Entrepreneurs in 
the United States and 
Mexico earn billions of 

dollars annually from 
it.   While there exists 
no official statistics 
on the annual earning 
of the trade in Belize, 
it is believed that it 
is fairly substantial, 
ranging in the millions 
of dollars.   And, with 
the increasing influx 
of thousands of cruise 
ships and other tourists 
into our country annu-
ally, it is speculated 
that the earnings from 
the sale of marijuana 
will increase exponen-
tially in our country. 

The Marijuana trade 
impacts the lives of 
a wide cross-section 
of Belizeans.   These 
include but are not lim-
ited to the drug dons 

who finance the cul-
tivation of the plant, 
the farmer who plants, 
tends- and reaps it, the 
vendor who sells it, 
and the facilitators, in-
cluding lawyers, politi-
cians, bankers, public 
servants, and gas sta-
tion owners who help 
to launder the proceeds 
of the sale of the drugs.  
Despite the limitations 
of the information 
available, it is known 
that the mark-up on 
illicit drugs is higher 
than on legal goods.  

Available evidence 
shows that the illicit 
drug problem has led 
to the corruption of 
government officials 
at various levels.  The 
illegal drugs economy 
requires protection, 
bribery, and collusion, 
as well as omissions, 
on the part of civil 
servants, in order to 
protect its operations 
and guarantee that its 
actions go undetected 
and unpunished.   In-
deed, worldwide, the 
consensus is that the 
illegal drugs economy 
and organized crime 
cannot survive with-
out corruption.   Both 
violence and corrup-
tion can only thrive in 
a context of extensive 
impunity, in which 
there is no certainty 

Contributed by:
Sedi Elrington
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110 Small Businesses in Port Loyola 
assisted with $55,000.00 in Supplies

By Hon. Gilroy Usher

“To build a successful 
business, you must start 
small and dream big.”- 
Aliko Dangote

In a ceremony at 
Independence Hall 

in Belize City on Tuesday 
Hon. Gilroy Usher Area 
Representative for Port 

Loyola and Minister of State for Youth, Sports, 
and Transport and the PUP Port Loyola Committee 
assisted 50 small businesses in the division with 
a grant of $500.00 each in the form fully paid 
purchase orders for supplies for their services. 

  Among the recipients were mechanics, food 

vendors, cabinet makers, electricians, lawn keepers, 
and woodcarvers. 

   The event was historic, because it’s the largest 
number of small businesses that have been assisted 

in a division at a single time. Since he was elected 
to parliament Hon. Usher has also assisted over 60 
other small businesses in his area with similar grants. 

    The initiative is being carried out in fulfilment 

of a campaign promise of then standard bearer Usher 
to assist all the small businesses in the division with 
a grant of $500.00, if he is given the opportunity to 
serve as the Area Representative for Port Loyola. 

    In commenting on the initiative, Hon. Usher, 
who started Monica’s Pawnshop as a very small 
business, noted that small businesses offer many 
needed services in a community, create numerous 
jobs, and give the proprietors a unique opportunity 
to improve the standard of living of their families. 

   Hon. Usher also reminded those in attendance 
that small businesses are also important because 
they serve as the foundation or start for several of 
the largest businesses in the country. 

    In reminding everyone of the importance for 
self-confidence, perseverance, and sacrifice to 
succeed in business, businessman and politician 
Hon. Usher said, “Today, I am the proprietor of 
Monica’s Pawnshop. The business was started very 
small years ago at the Commercial Center now City 
Hall on Regent St.” 

   At the time, when I didn’t have the funds to 
pawn items, several persons told me I should close 
it down. 

  My family and I, however, did not give up on 
our dream of owning a successful business and the 
rest is history. 

   Always remember, if others can succeed in 
business you can also do the same.” 

    Some small businesses that have become large 
establishments in Belize City are Angelus Press and 
Simon Quan Store on Queen Street, The Stationery 
House on Slaughter House Rd. and , Rene’s Store 
on Cemetery Rd. 

   It is therefore important that family members 
work together and do everything possible to promote 
their business. As a result of that dedication one day 
the small business of the family can also become a 
large and successful business with untold benefits 
for everyone.  

    Hon. Usher and his committee chose to donate 
necessary items that value $500.00 to each of the 
small businesses to help ensure that the funds are 
used for the intended purpose. 

   The Area Representative for Port Loyola and 
Minister of State strongly believes in supporting 
small businesses, because it is better to teach a man 
to fish than to give him a fish. 

    In supporting that position the Area Representative 
for Port Loyola noted that when someone is 
metaphorically given a fish in the form of a few 
dollars the gift only last the person for an hour or a 
day depending on the amount given. On the other 
hand in assisting small businesses with necessary 
items, the owners of such businesses are empowered 
to make money for the business and their families 
for months and years ahead. 

     It is therefore in the best interest of all the 
recipients, that they use the grants they have received 
to truly develop their businesses as much as possible. 

    Other speakers at the event on Tuesday included 
Hon. Charles Usher- Minister of Public Service, 
Constitutional and Political Reform and Chairman 
of the People’s United Party; Major Lloyd Jones 
–Chairman, Port Authority of Belize; Belize City 
Councilor Javier Castellanos, and Norman Usher 
–Chairman ,PUP Port Loyola Committee. 

    Best wishes to all the small businesses in the 
Port Loyola Division.  

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not necessarily 
reflective of the newspaper’s stance on the issues 
touched. We believe it is critical that our columnists 
be allowed freedom to generate discussion through 
their expressions on any number of topics.

It is therefore important that family members 
work together and do everything possible to 
promote their business. As a result of that 
dedication one day the small business of the 
family can also become a large and successful 
business with untold benefits for everyone.  
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       STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT 
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Consultancy Firm to review and update the current Taxpayer Segmentation Model 
and develop a Risk-based Compliance Management Model

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		  Belize Project: Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 		  Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to review and update the current Taxpayer Segmentation and develop 
			   a Risk-based Compliance Management Model.

Loan No.: 		  4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 		  April 1st, 2022, Belize Local Time

The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax modernization project 
entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-L1031). Through this project, 
the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has procured a Modern Integrated Tax 
Administration System (the Revenue Management System (RMS) and is presently 
in the implementation process. This new system will be used in the management of the 
Belize Tax Administration.

The BTSD Strategic Plan clearly addresses the relevance of taxpayer segmentation and 
the risk management approach. It indicates that:

“It has become good practice for Tax Administrators across the world to implement 
Taxpayer Segmentation in revenue management to effectively analyze taxpayer 
data and to efficaciously implement different and specific surveillance and control 
mechanisms,” and that; “The deployment of a ‘Risk management approach’ is a modern 
and pertinent tactic that would aid in compliance. This approach gives a structured basis for 
strategic planning; focuses on the underlying drivers (not symptoms) of non-compliance; 
promotes diversity in the way major tax compliance risks are treated, rather than a ‘one 
size fits all’ approach; realizes better outcomes as it refers to efficiency and effectiveness 
of programs; coincides with international standards and is a strong basis for evidence-
based evaluation. 

Consequently, the BTSD will explore the introduction of a Risk Management Plan 
(RMP) to properly respond to the risks identified on a timely basis, to minimize overall 
compliance burden for both the taxpayers and the tax administration. As an important 
aspect of the RMP, risk mitigating strategies will be proposed for application against 
potential and existing risks. The plan will highlight all areas of risks including risk-based 
assessments, risk-based audits, risk-based sector and taxpayer segmentation, compliance 
risks (registration, filing, reporting and payments) and international risks. Risk mitigation 
reduces the extent of exposure and ensures that the strategic objectives are achieved.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a Consultancy Firm 
for a period of five (5) months to review and update the current Taxpayer Segmentation 
and develop a Risk-based compliance management model, including configuration of the 
model in the ITAS. The main activity of the consultancy includes:

1.	 To prepare an Action plan for the review and updating of the Taxpayer
 	 Segmentation Model and Risk Analysis Strategy
2.	 To Assess the status of BTSD taxpayer segmentation and the use of risk-based 
	 techniques in the BTSD and to analyze the BTSD taxpayer information to identify
 	 ways to segment the taxpayer population following different criteria (income,
 	 assets, number of employees, economic activities etc.), and other relevant 
	 indicators.
3. 	 To review and update the current model for segmentation of BTSD taxpayers
 	 (companies and individuals) and to define a strategy for updating taxpayers’ 
	 segments and profiles in the ITAS periodically.
4.	 Profile all BTSD taxpayers following the model once the model is approved by
 	 BTSD management. 
5.	 To propose a model for the risk-based compliance model, defining the risk-based 
	 indicators, the rules, the risk factors to be utilized, their relative relevance (high,
 	 medium, low), the sources of information to utilized, the mitigation measures,
 	 and the required operations to use them. 
6.	 To include the information on taxpayer segmentation in the ITAS database,
 	 inclusive of defining (setting) the parameters and rules for its then configuration 
	 in the ITAS database. 
7.	 To prepare a report on the risks identified as well as the relevant mitigation
 	 measures to be introduced. 
8.	 To suggest additional information (internal and external) to improve its risk-based
 	 control system. 
9.	 To deliver workshops to BTSD staff on the Taxpayer Segmentation Model and 
	 risk analysis strategy to be implemented.

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ relevant working 
experience in similar assignment, helping tax administrations to implement risk-based 
taxpayer compliance programs with the application of taxpayer segmentation and 
information crosschecking. In addition, the Consultant firm should have a minimum five 
(5) years’ specific experience in the following areas:

	 •	 Tax administration, 
	 •	 Taxpayer compliance control based on taxpayer segmentation, risk
 		  analysis and information crosschecking, and 
	 •	 Training on risk-based taxpayer, taxpayer segmentation and 
		  information crosschecking.

As well as a minimum of three (3) years of previous experience in conducting assistance 
to countries in the areas of taxpayer segmentation, implementing risk-based compliance 

controls, and information crosschecking. Furthermore, the Consulting firm should have 
knowledge and experience working in Belize, and or the Caribbean environment in a 
similar assignment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms (“Consultants”) to 
indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants must submit 
an Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that they have the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services (description of similar 
assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience in similar conditions, 
availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term “consultant” means a legally established 
professional consulting firm or an entity that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services
 		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of 
		  assignments.
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the respective
 		  client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract or agreement with 
		  the client including copy of the TOR).
	 (iv)	 Two references 
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation, information
 		  of shareholders of company specifying the shares owned by each
 		  respective shareholder of the company and a copy of documentation of 
		  nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security Board 
	 (viii)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix)	 Copy of Current Trade License

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost - Based 
Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: 
Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American 
Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants 
as defined in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on a 
competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the 
proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will 
be asked to submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a sub-
consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing the short list, the 
nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally incorporated or constituted 
and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours Monday 
to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered via direct 
mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 3:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday 
April 1st, 2022.

Interested consulting firms are asked to submit their expression of interest via e-mail to 
Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consultancy Firm to review and update 
the current Taxpayer Segmentation and develop a Risk-based Compliance Management 
Model in the subject header, or submit on or before 3:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on 
Friday April 1st, 2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing 
Unit Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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Notice of Dissolution 

Notice is hereby given that the following companies 
have been dissolved and struck off the International 
Business Companies Register with effect from the 
date indicated below:  

   
COMPANY NAME		     DISSOLUTION DATE
STRETTON HOLDINGS LIMITED		 15-Mar-22
YOO DEVELOPMENT LIMITED		  15-Mar-22  

Interconsult Belize Limited 
Registered Agent

Horse Racing in Shuga City
By Leon C. Guild

Competing with 
the ungulates 

has been a hosted 
event since as long 
as I can remember. 
On the planet these 
beas t s  o f  burden 
have long been used 
for more than just 
wars and work. They 
have been a source of 
entertainment for the 
dopamine addicts for 
thousands of years. 

T h e  a v e r a g e 
racehorse can run 
approximately 40 t0 
44 mph. A rigidly 
trained animal can 
sustain this for less 
than 20 seconds on 
average though most 

Six races were held at the People's Stadium on March 20th. 

horse are unable to 
go any faster than 
20 to 30mph with a 
rider on its back. The 
record for  fastest 
galloping speed is 
55mph by American 
Quarter Horses who 
can only do it while 
galloping a distance 
less than 400 meters.

On March 20th at 
the People’s Stadium 
in Orange Walk there 
were a total of six 
races that held the 
attention of a crowd 
of fans hungry for a 
dose of excitement 
and they were not 
disappointed. 

I n  t h e  t h r e e -
quarter-mile race, 

P r i n c e s s  D a w n , 
wi th  Jockey Eric 
Martinez, took first 
p lace .  The  horse 
to watch, however, 
was Kiss The Rain 
who fell behind at 
the get-go but later 
made an astonishing 
comeback by closing 
up an approximately 
30 yard gap to take 
second place aways 
from Seismic Jones 
in the clash of the 
three contenders . 
Enr ique  Ramirez 
took first place in 
the one-mile (eight 
f u r l o n g s )  r a c e 
on his race horse 
adequately named 
‘Perfect Gift’.
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“You have given us back our smile”
Contributed by the Human Rights Commission 

Early Wednesday 
evening, a small 

g roup  of  men  sa t 
under the shade of a 
large tree while some 
women conversed 
quietly on the veranda 
of a shelter. They were 
unwinding, relaxing 
in the warmth of the 
evening heat. It had 
been a successful day; 
a long but successful 
day. Their applications 
for asylum in Belize 
had been accepted. 

As we approached, 
they greeted us with 
wide smiles, got up 
and welcomed us with 
warm hugs. They were 
content to say the least. 
They could finally 
breathe easy following 
the harrowing ordeal 
they faced for weeks 
locked up in prison. 
Two mothers had been 
separated from their 
children and would 
not know anything 
about them during this 
time. 

This is a group of 
migrants from Cuba 
who journeyed  in 
search of  a  bet ter 
life elsewhere. They 
were caught in the 
Cayo area on February 
7th, detained and a 
couple  days la ter, 
impr isoned a t  the 
Kolbe Foundation for 
immigration offences. 
T h e y  h a v e  n e v e r 
re fu ted  b reach ing 
Belize’s immigration 
laws. As we spoke 
with them, one of 
them explained that 
they were aware of 
the troubles they could 
face on their journey 
as migrants, but none 
was prepared for what 
they experienced at 
the hands of Belizean 
authorities. 

 Their story is one 
that  must  be told. 
I t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 
systemic abuses of 
m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d 
children by members 
of Belizean authorities 
a n d  g o v e r n m e n t 
d e p a r t m e n t s .  I t 
also brings special 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e 
unlawful treatment 
of migrant persons 
who are denied their 
civi l  and poli t ical 
rights. But put simply, 
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s 
were stripped of their 

voice, their dignity 
and treated with little 
humanity. It was as if 
they were invisible, 
like they didn’t matter 
- not them, not their 
children. 

They shared that 
u p o n  t h e i r  a r r e s t 
they were informed 
of their rights only 
to be denied these 
rights immediately 
after. None was able 
to make a phone call to 
their family or to the 
Cuban Embassy. None 
was afforded the right 
to an attorney. They 
were kept in a cell with 
no way of contacting 
their families back 
home. They slept on 
the cold floor. 

O n e  p e r s o n 
tested positive for 
C O V I D - 1 9 ,  w a s 
isolated to a corner 
in a cell along with 
her daughter but not 
afforded any follow-
up medical check-up 
or medication. The 
following day, six 
adults were placed 
into a van and taken 
to court. One person 
recalls feeling fearful 
for her life and said 
that the officers would 
not inform them of 
w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e 
headed. The children 
were left behind, along 
with the one adult 
who was COVID-19 
positive. However, 
they too were taken 
out of prison but given 
her diagnosis, she was 
charged outside of 
court. They were all 
charged, fined, were 
to be deported back 
to Cuba and according 
to them, Immigration 
officials also requested 
they serve three weeks 
in prison. 

Before taking the 
last adult to prison, we 
are told that authorities 
first took a teenage 
boy  t o  t he  you th 
hostel.  His mother 
was never informed 
of his whereabouts. 
The younger child, a 
seven-year-old girl, 
was removed from her 
mother and handed 
over to the Department 
of Human Services. 
The mother would not 
know of her daughter’s 
w h e r e a b o u t s  o r 
wellbeing after that 

moment. 
But their nightmare 

was just beginning. 
They recall asking 
for their belongings 
but never received 
them during their time 
in prison. They were 
immediately placed in 
quarantine for twelve 
d a y s  a n d  h a d  n o 
contact with anyone. 
Some shared feeling 
constant desperation 
and fear being locked 
up and kept in the 
s a m e  q u a r t e r s  a s 
convicted prisoners, 
observing and being 
so close to continuous 
tensions among these 
men. It was difficult 
even to eat ,  some 
said. They slept on 
the floor and had to 
eat their food without 
any cutlery. Others 
were disheartened 
that no one seemed 
to be interested in 
checking up on them. 
After twelve days, 
one person from the 
group was allowed 
one phone call and 
it was at that time 
that they learned that 
some family members 
were in Belize looking 
for them. This was 
the first time in days 
they felt hope. It’s 
important to note too 
that all seven adults 
had paid their fine but 
remained locked up.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
m o t h e r s  w o r r i e d 
about their children 
and sought assistance 
from prison officials. 
S o m e  s a i d  t h e y 
would investigate, 
but the mothers never 
received word of their 
children. They were 
only able to speak 
with them on March 
17th, a day before 
their appearance in 
court; with support 
f r o m  t h e  H u m a n 
Rights Commission 
o f  Be l ize .  I t  was 
their family members 
who reached out to 
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n . 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d 
attorney Leo Bradley 
s t e p p e d  i n ,  m e t 
with the group and 
subsequently sued the 
government for the 
unlawful detention of 
the group. 

On  March  18 th , 
the court  ruled in 
favour of the group 

s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
“applicants’ detention 
is unlawful because 
they have been denied 
the constitutionally 
protected rights they 
are entitled to during 
d e t e n t i o n ” .  E v e n 
though the respondents, 
government, argued 
that the applicants 
p l e a d  g u i l t y  t o 
immigration offences 
and that “incarceration 
pending removal is 
reasonable because 
the applicants were 
unwilling to consent 
t o  r epa t r i a t i on  to 
C u b a  a n d  p o s e  a 
flight risk”, the court 
found that the group 
was processed and 
incarcerated without 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y 
to consult  with an 
attorney. The court 
ordered the group’s 
immediate release, 
t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n 
be returned to their 
parents, and a decision 

on damages would be 
made. 

Today, almost one 
week after, the group 
is recovering from the 
ordeal. Their asylum 
applications have been 
accepted and they 
breathe easier. Still, 
the experience still 
haunts some of them 
as they try to recover 
from the psychological 
impacts and trauma 
t h a t  r e m a i n .  T h e 
mothers worry still 
for their children, who 
are slowly sharing 
what they faced in 
the time away from 
them; and it’s not easy 
to hear. The teenager 
has shared that  he 
was locked in a cell 
and treated using the 
same routine as the 
other teens at the youth 
hostel. Meanwhile, the 
seven-year-old child 
was returned to her 
mother with her hair 
infested with lice. 

Still, they remain 
grateful through it all. 
They hope others who 
have been detained 
for similar offences 
receive the same help. 
A s  w e  c o n c l u d e d 
our chat with them, 
t h e y  r e c o m p o s e d 
themselves and one of 
them said (in Spanish) 
“You have given us 
back our smile, even 
though we are left with 
psychological trauma 
to overcome. We are 
very grateful.”

Disc la imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate 
discussion through 
their expressions on 
any number of topics.
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