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Mixed solution for bus industry
By Michelle Sutherland

GOB counters BBA with price-and-subsidy formula
The Government 

of Belize (GOB) 
has countered the Be-
lize Bus Association 
(BBA)’s call for a 25% 
bus fare increase with a 
hybrid approach, which 
involves both a subsidy 
and tiered per-mile pric-
ing system, The Re-
porter has confirmed 
this week.  

Speaking with the 
media on Wednesday, 
Minister of Transport 
explained the tiered 
price proposal. “There 
were 3 tiers. We were 
saying anything be-
tween 11 miles or 12 The Belize Bus Association (BBA) asked for a 25% fare increase or a fuel subsidy. GOB has suggested a blend of both.
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Health Minister: 
99.9% of  remaining 
COVID regs lifted as of  April 1

Minister of Health Kevin Bernard

INSIDE BOX

Regional assoc. warns of imminent flour-price increases
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By Javam Flowers

The high cost of 
producing flour 

"is unsustainable [for] 
any manufacturing 
entity and, therefore, 
must be ultimately 
passed on in some mea-
sure to the consumers," 
The Caribbean Millers' 
Association (CMA) 
announced this week. 

Via a two-page re-
lease, the CMA—a 
Jamaican-based orga-
nization that functions 
to monitor the price, 
logistics, transporta-
tion, and associated 

costs relating to all 
wheat types used by 
flour millers within the 
Caribbean region—de-
tailed that the industry 
faces “imminent and 
actual” increases in the 
cost of raw materials 
by more than 40%. 

The CMA explained 
projected production 
cost of the main classes 
of wheat used in the Ca-
ribbean. These include 
Soft Red Winter (SRW) 
wheat, Hard Red Win-
ter (HRW) wheat, and 
Dark Northern Spring 

(DNS) wheat. The as-
sociation also informed 
that the steep increase 
in the principal wheat 
production cost is at-
tributable to droughts 
in the United States 
and Canada, and is 
compounded by the 
Russian incursion into 
Ukraine.

The global conflict 
will continue to affect 
the industry as Russian 
and Ukrainian wheat 
account for close to 
30% of the world's 
exported wheat, which 

Belizean investments to replace imports 

Ministers of government at the opening of the new milk facility 

Pg. 21
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Last week the Briceño government 
dropped a bombshell on the 
business community by publishing 

the names  of 25 businesses who owe 
taxes. The amounts outstanding range from 
$17,017.42  at the low end to  $2,784,507 
at the high end.

In his budget speech two weeks ago  
Prime Minister Briceño signaled that this 
was coming. He noted that the government 
was owed $645 million in unpaid taxes, 
and that of this amount $419 million was 
not recoverable because of the Statute of 
Limitations.

He vowed, however, to “pursue with  
vigor”  the collection of the remaining 
arrears.

He would do so using tactics such 
as publishing the names of defaulters, 
triggering “court proceedings and activating 
liens and all other actions” provided for by 
the Administration and Procedure Act.

In every age and in every country there 
are people who deliberately default on their 
taxes. These are often people with political 
connections, who bet that  “their party” will 
not move against them. Some of these debts 
go back ten or more years.

These tax-dodgers should not be lumped 
with struggling business men and women 
whose businesses have been severely 
impacted by the Covid pandemic which has 
gripped our country for the last two years  
and are even today struggling to keep their 
noses above water.

The current General Sales Tax (GST)  
regime has been unkind to start-ups and  
small businesses who are obliged to pay  
the General Sales Tax of 12.5 percent on 
sales, whether they make a profit or not.

We suspect that the public shaming of 
delinquent businessmen has been applied 
to men and women who have  consistently 
failed to meet their tax obligations.

We believe that a distinction should 
be made between those defaulters who 
purposefully neglect their tax obligation 
out of indifference and those who have 
been meeting their tax obligations all 
along but have been severely hurt by the 
epidemic. These would be the businesses 
which have fallen into arrears during 2020 
and 2021.

These people deserve a break! They 
are not defaulters in the true sense, and 
something should be done to help them to 
rehabilitate their status.

During normal times the Tax Department 
imposes a penalty on those who do not 
pay their taxes on time. This penalty is 
something quite formidable, and when 
applied to struggling businesses may have 
the effect of sinking them.

We believe that the Government should 
distinguish between these and the tax-
dodgers, and make it possible for them to 
get back into good grace.

CZAR-ISH
Dear Editor:

The past three weeks of international news has 
convinced me that the most important issue in the 
world is for democratic nations to preserve and 
improve their democratic framework. This boils 
down to zealously securing the voter registration 
process, the meticulous guarding of the rolls, 
the equitable and honest delineation of the 
constituencies, strict time limits for registration 
and for voting.

If there is one crucial lesson that the present 
world crisis, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, has 
taught me is the importance of democratic actions 
and the propaganda value of its appearances. 
President Putin really seems to think that the 
world will accept his unlawful aggression 
because he is acting to preserve the integrity of a 
province of Russia, a democratic nation. After all, 
he is the lawfully elected leader of his country!

My fellow Belizearians (the old Creole 
designation of Belizeans, because of my desire 
to alert you that I claim no special knowledge). I 
am just a simple guy whose common sense tells 
him that the leader of a country that appears to 
be pretty much the same as it was before 1917, 
cannot stand on the moral ground of democracy 
and freedom. After all, to me, Russia looks pretty 
much to be the same in political culture as it did 
when a Czar and his elites ruled. Its president has 
ruled for the past two decades because political 
rivals have along the way been eliminated one 
after the other, the last one almost poisoned.

We in Belize must enhance our democracy by 
improving our election law.

Whereas any law abiding resident citizen may 

make bold to submit himself for election, the 
electorate must continue to educate itself about 
the most important issues of national importance. 
Let there be no more captivation by a candidate 
who sells their voice to championing fringe moral 
ideas. Moral fringe ideas may seek to be a bigger 
voice, but their support to any candidate must 
be declared. This would result if the Election 
Campaign law would make mandatory the 
revelation of huge donations.

To make our democracy more vibrant sometime 
in the late 2020’s the Office of the Ombudsman 
should be reinstated - not right now, for to do so 
at this time would add another quarter million to 
the national budget. I have already publicly said 
that I would be willing to give my advice to the 
office pro bono.

During my tenure, some voices called for the 
Ombudsman to have “teeth”. One of the the teeth 
that should be given to him is to be able to rebuke 
the MEDIA.

Even now, I continue to be amazed at how 
naive the media look to me when they publish 
over and over a narrative of persons who fall into 
a tussle with the police upon being arrested. If 
after an investigation the Ombudsman finds that 
the Police did no wrong, but were professionally 
doing their duty, the media should apologize and 
report the whole story.

After all, the MEDIA should inform us about 
FACT and TRUTH - NOT PROPAGANDA!

To return to the international stage.
No system of governing people is perfect, or will 

ever be perfect. But, democracy is much wiser 
than dictatorship. Every form of government 
of civilized people should have safeguards to 
protect nations against tyrannical rule. Certainly 
the killing of innocent people is the worst form 
of tyranny!

 Sincerely: Paul Rodriguez

Mixed solution to bus industry
Cont’d from pg. 1 miles and below, its 

25 cents. And anything 
between 12 miles and 31 miles is 50 cents. And 
anything over 31 miles is a dollar increase. So that's 
what we came up with and that is still not enough 
for them.” 

However, the size of the increases fell short of 
the BBA’s original demand. BBA’s Secretary Ewart 
Metzgen explained, “The increase in the bus fares 
was not what was agreed upon and sent to Cabinet; 
it was changed by them… we are not in agreement 
with it [GOB’s proposed changes to the fares].”

The difference in the BBA’s request for a 25% in-
crease and the GOB’s offer could be assessed from 
the point of view of the Belize-City-to-Belmopan 
route, which is approximately 50 miles. The BBA’s 
estimate would see the price for that route increase 
from about $6.00 to $7.50. The government’s coun-
ter, however, would bring the new fare to $7.00, 
which represents closer to a 17 percent increase. 

The Place for Subsidy
Metzgen explained to The Reporter that the lower 

fares proposed by the government were not suffi-
cient to help them cover their costs, but acknowl-
edges the place for financial support from GOB. 

“We are hoping we get the fuel subsidy,” Metzgen 
added. “We are not in agreement [with GOB’s price 
proposals] but if the fuel subsidy comes in we can 
see how that factors into the equation.”

Minister Ferguson, for his part, also spoke to the 
role to be played by the fuel subsidy. “When we go 
with the subsidy, they should get an increase plus 
a subsidy.”

According to a BBA member, Wednesday’s 
meeting became necessary after the association 
had learned that the Ministry was in the process of 
issuing a press release to outline the new bus fares, 

which according to the source, was not what they 
had initially agreed upon.

Subsidy and Fare Increase
Ferguson noted that he will take the new proposal 

to Cabinet on Tuesday, which according to him, 
will now include a price increase and fuel subsidy 
for bus owners.

 “After Tuesday, then, we will have a final price, 
a final structure, a final figure for the bus operators,” 
said Ferguson. If all goes well, it is expected to take 
effect on April 15th.

Readers would recall that the BBA had threat-
ened to stage a national shutdown of the public 
transportation system a couple of weeks ago due 
to the rising cost of fuel. That resulted in talks with 
the Ministry surrounding a possible tariff increase.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
VACANCY: Animal Medical Centre is looking for a skilled Bookkeeper 

to accurately record all day-to-day financial transactions, including purchases, 
sales, receipts and payments. Responsibilities will include ordering, purchasing 
and maintaining inventory. The candidate should be familiar with Quickbooks 
and Excel and have a solid understanding of basic accounting principles. Degree 
in Finance, Accounting or Business preferred. Email your cover letter and 
resume to belizevet@yahoo.com

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that Joel Garcia 
of Santa Rosa Village, Dangriga, Stann Creek District is hereby applying for a 
Restaurant Liquor License for Flex Restaurant situated in Santa Rosa Vil-
lage, Dangriga, Stann Creek District for the year 2022. Under the Intoxicating 
Liquors Act Revised Edition of 2000. 

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that Alan Moro of 
Young Bank, Camelote Village, Cayo District is hereby applying for a Shop 
Liquor License for A Star situated in Young Bank, Camelote Village, Cayo 
District for the year 2022. Under the Intoxicating Liquors Act Revised Edition 
of 2000. 

Cont’d from pg. 1
has affected the price 

of the commodity and 
the logistics and trans-
portation. The Asso-
ciation further notes 
that due to Russian 
oil being prevalent 
within the global oil 
and gas market, there 
have been exponential 
increases in the cost of 
ocean freight.

As a consequence of 
the culmination of the 
aforementioned fac-
tors, the CMA stated 
that “ultimately” the 
costs must be “passed 
on in some measure to 
the consumers."

Last week, in an 
interview with The 
Reporter, one local 
bakery explained that 
they are anticipating 
that coupled with the 
rise in flour and LPG, 
the prices of most of 
their products will see 
some form of a price 
increase. Notably, they 
mentioned that due 
to the price increases, 
specific adjustments 

to deliveries and the 
overall cost-effective-
ness of day-to-day op-
erations would have to 
be scrutinized to en-
sure that their business 

remains profitable.
It is to be noted that 

the increase in wheat 
prices will have a dom-
ino effect on the cost 
of grain, feed, poultry, 

and dairy products. 
According to the 

Statistical Institute of 
Belize (SIB)’s Con-
sumer Price Index re-
port for February 2022, 

flour prices have only 
increased in Belize, 
so far, by 3.5%, one 
percentage point below 
the all-items rate of 
4.5%. 

Indications are, how-
ever, that imported in-
flation will continue to 
push up local prices of 
food and other items 
in the coming months.

Belizean investments to replace imports 
By William Ysaguirre

Three Mennonite 
enterprises of 

Spanish Lookout in the 
Cayo district have made 
million-dollar invest-
ments to improve the 
quality of their products 
and expand production 
to replace imports of 
milk, cooking oil and 
chicken hatchlings, and 
held launching ceremo-
nies on Wednesday, 
March 30.

Western Dairies has 
invested $2.3 million in 
a new processing plant 
to produce a new milk 
product which has a 
shelf life of up to three 
months without refrig-
eration, because it has 
been processed at Ultra 
High Temperature. 

Western Dairies man-

ager Karl Reimer ex-
plained that the new fa-
cility heats the fresh cow 
milk up to 141 Celsius 
or over 20 Fahrenheit 
for about one and half 
seconds, after which it 
is packaged in an asep-
tic, laminated plastic 
pouch which is com-
pletely sterile and free of 
all bacteria which might 
have caused the milk to 
spoil. This gives the milk 
a storage life of at least 
three months, though 
Reimer said the packag-
ing may last even longer, 
as with future quality 
control tests.

Initially, the company 
is offering the product in 
the 1-liter sized pouch 
and smaller 180 millili-
ters pouches which will 
be perfect to include in 

children’s lunches for 
students to pack in their 
knapsacks. Presently, 
the company is offer-
ing whole milk, low-fat 
milk, and lite or skimmed 
milk in the new packag-
ing, and it also plans to 
introduce strawberry and 
chocolate-flavored milk. 

The plant has a capac-
ity to process and pack-
age 2,700 liters per hour, 
which means they can 
package about 40,000 
pounds of milk in an 
8-hour shift. The volume 
of raw milk production 
from the farms and how 
the new product is re-
ceived on the local mar-
ket, will determine the 
company’s production, 
Reimer said. 

Belize presently im-
ports $35 million worth 

of dairy products, but 
produces only about 
$10 million worth of 
milk products, so there 
is a great opportunity for 
local farmers to invest 
to expand production, 
Minister Jose Mai said. 
The limiting factor in the 
past has been the short 
shelf life of 5 -13 days for 
pasteurized milk, even 
when refrigerated, which 
restricted local demand. 
Now, with the longer 
shelf life, he anticipates 
that more Belizeans will 
be buying Western Dair-
ies milk instead of the 
imports. 

Belize is also part of 
the CARICOM Sin-
gle Market Economy 
(CSME), and he antici-
pates that the company 
will now be also able 
to export its products to 
CSME and even Cen-
tral America, where the 
demand for milk has 
grown, as El Salvador 
imports a lot of milk. 

The Ministers also at-
tended the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for a new 
soybean oil refinery 
which the Quality Group 
is investing $8 million 
to build. Quality Poul-
try, Quality Feeds and 
Quality hatcheries are all 
members of the group. 
The new facility will be 
able to refine the raw oil 
extracted when soybean 
meal is processed for ani-
mal feeds, and produce 
up to 3.5 million liters of 
cooking oil per year. This 
will do much to supply 
domestic demand, as 
Belize presently imports 
up to 5.7 million liters of 
vegetable oil per year.

Minister Mai wel-
comed this development, 
as Belize soybean pro-
duction has grown from 
5,000 acres under soy-
bean cultivation in the 
90’s to 28,000 acres pro-
ducing soybeans today, 
and he anticipates that 
production can increase 
to up to 40,000 acres, 
now that the feed mill 
will have a way to make 
a value-added product 
from the raw oil. When 
the feed plant processes 
the soybeans into animal 
feed, the raw oil fetches a 
low price, as the protein 
in it causes it to develop a 
fishy flavor upon repeat-
ed refrying. The Quality 
Feed plant did not get a 
good price for the raw oil 
when exported, but the 
refinery will offer a qual-
ity product for Belizean 
consumers.

Friesen Hatcheries has 
been in the poultry busi-
ness in Belize for over 
50 years, but originally 
used to import hatchling 
chicks from the USA in 
the 1970’s. However, 
they are now also in-
vesting millions of dol-
lars in a new, state of 
the art hatchery, which 
will be producing baby 
chicks for the local poul-
try farms to nurture into 
broilers and laying hens 
for egg production. 

Prime Minister Hon. 
John Briceño and Min-
ister of Agriculture; Food 
Security and Enterprise 
Hon. Jose Abelardo Mai; 
and Minister of Sustain-
able Development Hon. 
Orlando Habet attended 
the inauguration of the 
new plant.
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Af t e r  a  l o n g -
d e b a t e   o n 

the Legalization of 
Marijuana bill,  the 
legislation was ulti-
mately passed by the 
Senate.  The social 
partners were unit-
ed in their rejection 
of bill .  UDP sena-
tors chose to abstain 
rather than to vote 
against the bill.

What is going on 
here?

How did it come 
to this, and how was 
the legalization of 
mind-altering drugs 
justified by the ma-
jority of civil lead-
ers, who are other-
wise respected for 
their leadership and 
in te l l igence?  How 
could a decision to 
lega l ize  drug  use , 
which would have 
been denied by the 
original leaders of 
the country of Be-
lize, been passed by 
this current genera-
tion?

The answer reveals 
a  fur ther  concern , 
and the remedy to 
restore Belize. My 
opinion is that the 
en t i r e  pub l i c  d ia -
logue and debate of 
the civil leaders, and 
even some spiritual 
leaders, on this is-
sue reveals a shift 
in moral assessment 
f rom na tu ra l  l aw, 
and  v i r tue  e th ics , 
to a consequential-
ism morality. Con-
sequentialism occurs 
when the morality of 
an action is judged 

A Return to Virtue to 
Strengthen the Jewel

solely by its conse-
quences, regardless 
of human nature or 
virtue ethics. 

The Constitution, 
as envisioned by the 
founders, best works 
with a virtue ethic 
model, where we re-
alize we are free only 
w h e n  “ m o r a l  a n d 
spiritual values and 
the rule of law” is 
respected. The vote 
conf i rms  a  conse-
quentialism model of 
morality among po-
litical leaders, which 
will gradually lead 
to incremental loss 
of freedom and mo-
rality in its citizens, 
unless there is an in-
tentional decision to 
return to the natural 
law and virtue ethic 
form of morality en-
visioned in the Con-
stitution of Belize. 

Our civil leaders 
have many gifts to 
govern  in  cul ture , 
p o l i t i c s ,  l a w  a n d 
commerce, but many 
either lack the hu-
mility, or the intel-
lectual formation, to 
recognize the foun-
dational principles 
from which they have 
d r i f t e d ,  a l t h o u g h 
with good intentions 
and altruistic prom-
ises. Unfortunately, 
the  real  effects  of 
th is  d i rect ion wi l l 
be felt in the future 
when a new leader-
ship (whether it is in 
the current party, or a 
new one) takes pow-
er, and the protective 
measures embedded 

by the founders are 
no longer in place 
because they have 
eroded.

The decis ion by 
the House of Rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d 
Sena te  to  vo te  to 
legalize marijuana 
lacked  v is ion  and 
mora l  l eade r sh ip , 
largely due to a con-
sequentialist moral 
application. 

A r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
founding principles 
of humanity and mo-
rality will be neces-
sary to maintain a 
society of virtue and 
freedom in Belize. 

O t h e r w i s e ,  h u -
man r ights  abuses 
in the name of secu-
rity, exploitation of 
women for economic 
profit  and govern-
ment overreach of 
parental rights for 
the good of children, 
as seen in other na-
tions that embrace 
a consequentialism 
morality, will come 
to the Jewel. 

We pray for wis-
d o m  a n d  m o r a l 
courage for the civil 
leaders to recognize 
and repair this error. 
God  wi l l  be  the i r 
judge, which is one 
c o n s e q u e n c e  t h a t 
is unfortunately di-
minished when civil 
leaders are pressured 
to make immoral de-
cisions. We pray for 
mercy for those re-
sponsible, and hope 
that our leaders will 
have the humility to 
receive it.

By Fr. Scott Giuliani, SOLT
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New ‘House’ rules on the way to 
curtail absentee Area Reps.

By Javan Flowers

Si n c e  t h e  b e -
ginning of the 

Briceño Administra-
tion, Belizeans have 
noticed that certain 
p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s 
have frequently ab-
sented  themselves 
f r o m  H o u s e  s e s -
sions. This issue has 
highlighted the gaps 
in the Standing Or-
ders of the House of 
Representatives that 
the  Off i ce  o f  The 
Speaker of the House 
stated, "warrants se-
rious consideration 
for revision."

The Report issued 
by the Speaker's Of-
fice explained that 
between January 1, 
2021,  through De-
c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 2 1 , 
there were a total of 
10  work ing  mee t -
ings. Of these meet-
ings, four were regu-
lar (ordinary) meet-
ings  occur r ing  on 
Fridays as provided 
for in the Standing 
Orders. The other six 
were special meet-
ings occurring either 
during the prescribed 
recess periods of the 
House or on a day 
other than Fridays.

Currently, as stip-

u l a t ed  by  Sec t ion 
59(2)(a) of the Con-
stitution of Belize, 
"A member  of  the 
House of Represen-
tatives shall also va-
cate his seat in the 
House- if he is ab-
sent from the sittings 
of the House for such 
period and in such 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s 
may be prescribed in 
the Standing Orders 
of the House."

Standing Order 84 
of the Standing Or-
ders  of  the  House 
of Representat ives 
reads that "If, with-
out the leave of the 
Speaker obtained in 
wri t ing before  the 
end  of  the  l as t  o f 
the sittings referred 
to in this paragraph, 
any Member is ab-
sent from the House 
fo r  more  than  s ix 
consecutive sittings 
occurring during the 
same Session,  and 
within a period of 
not longer than three 
c a l e n d a r  m o n t h s , 
such Member shall 
vaca te  h i s  sea t  in 
the House under sec-
tion 59(2)(a) of the 
Belize Constitution 
Act, 1981, as amend-
ed."

The National As-
s e m b l y  h a s  n e v e r 
c o n v e n e d  f o r  s i x 
consecutive sessions 
within three months; 
therefore, delinquent 
parliamentarians are 
not in breach of this 
portion of the sub-
section. Since they 
cannot be held ac-
c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e 
inadequate amount 
of  meet ings  be ing 
ca l led ,  par l iamen-
tarians who choose 
not to attend house 
meet ings  a re  on ly 
r e q u i r e d ,  a s  p e r 
Standing Order 84, 
to notify the Office 
of the clerk who in-
forms the Speaker. 
T h e  R e p o r t e r  h a s 
since confirmed that 
absent parliamentar-
ians have been doing 
this.

Given that Stand-
ing Order 84 cannot 
be  effect ively  and 
adequately enforced 
due to the few meet-
ings in a year,  the 
R e p o r t  n o t e s  t h a t 
"the standing orders 
of  the House as  i t 
relates to Absence 
of Members (Stand-
ing Order 84) war-
rant serious consid-
eration for revision."

House orders do not adequately address the frequency of members’ 
absences
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Coming out of hiding 
Contributed by the Human Rights Commission 

It is just a little 
over three weeks 

t h a t  t h e  H u m a n 
Rights Commission 
of Belize has been 
offering the migrant 
population assistance 
in filling out their 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r 
permanent residency 
under the Amnesty 
Program that is soon 
to be rolled out by the 
government. 

The HRCB decided 
to extend its services 
t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s 
s u p p o r t  b e c a u s e 
many were visiting 
our Belmopan office 
t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t 
the process and the 
forms. In short, what 
the HRCB does is to 
help applicants fill 
out the forms, guide 
t hem th rough  t he 
process as specified 
on the Immigration 
Department’s website 
o r  j u s t  p r o v i d e 
printouts of the forms 
to those who stop by 
for them. 

T h e  H R C B  s a w 
the need to provide 
this service as the 
Amnes ty  Program 
i s  an  oppor tun i ty 
t o  p r o v i d e  b a s i c 
c i v i l  r i g h t s  t o 
u n d o c u m e n t e d 
i m m i g r a n t s ,  a n d 
open a pathway for 
c i t izenship.  These 
are among the basic 
human rights that each 
person is entitled to 
and as supporters and 
promoters of human 
rights standards and 
principles, the HRCB 
has to do its part. 

So far, people are 
t r i ck l ing  in to  our 
Be lmopan  Off ice , 
a n d  t h e  n u m b e r s 
increase daily.  We 
h a v e  h e a r d  m a n y 
stories and one thing 
that stands out is that 
these individuals are 
hardworking, humble 
people  who real ly 
are just looking for 
stability and security 
to enjoy their lives 
with their families. 
Many have children 
born in Belize and 
who are also going 
to school here. Others 
are married to or in a 
common-law union 
w i t h  a  B e l i z e a n . 

Othe r s  have  been 
living in Belize for 
over ten, fifteen or 
more years .  There 
a r e  a l so  r e fugees 
and asylum seekers, 
persons  who have 
been forced to leave 
their homes to escape 
persecution or even 
death. 

Even though they 
have been living in 
Belize for decades 
or  a re  new to  the 
country as refugees 
or asylum seekers, 
these  a re  pe r sons 
who live as quietly 
as possible and in the 
shadows. Their fear is 
to be forced out of the 
country. Even so, they 
must eat, and many 
have families to feed. 
So, they find work. 
G iven  the i r  l ega l 
status though, they 
expose themselves to 
extremely low wages, 
l ong  work  hou r s , 
and some are only 
able to work in the 
agricul ture sector. 
Worse, some women 
who are brought here 
on the promise of a 
good job are placed in 
brothels and forced to 
work as prostitutes to 
pay off their “debts” 
to the people who 
brought them. 

O n e  m i g h t  a s k , 
so why migrate to 
a foreign country? 
T h e  r e a s o n s  a r e 
m a n y .  A m n e s t y 
International states 
that “Factors pushing 
p e o p l e  t o  l e a v e 
their homes include 
human rights abuses, 
p o v e r t y  a n d  l a c k 
of human security, 
l ack  o f  economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d  e m p l o y m e n t 
p r o s p e c t s , 
inequalities between 
and within countries, 
population growth, 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
d e g r a d a t i o n  a n d 
na tu r a l  d i s a s t e r s . 
F a c t o r s  p u l l i n g 
m i g r a n t s  t o w a r d s 
new countries include 
labour shortages and 
demographic decline, 
which hold out the 
p r o m i s e  o f  w o r k 
and  a  be t t e r  l i f e ; 
faster, cheaper and, 
in some cases, safer 

communications and 
transport  systems; 
exist ing migration 
n e t w o r k s  a n d 
diasporas;  and the 
possibility of sending 
money back to the 
country of origin to 
support immediate 
and extended family.”

N o w,  l i v i n g  i n 
B e l i z e  i l l e g a l l y 
s t i l l  l i m i t s  t h e i r 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o 
obtaining a  bet ter 
standard of living, 
but  for many they 
at least have some 
level of safety and 
security, once they 
remain quiet and out 
of sight.  But even 
so ,  mig ran t s  s t i l l 
face discrimination, 
r a c i s m  a n d 
x e n o p h o b i a .  O n e 
body that has a big 
impact on this is the 
s tate  as  “The way 
m i g r a t i o n  i s s u e s 
a r e  p r e s e n t e d  b y 
poli t icians,  public 
o f f i c i a l s  a n d 
t h e  m e d i a  h a s  a 
s ignif icant  impact 
on public perceptions 
o f  m i g r a n t s  a n d 
t h e i r  r i g h t s .  T h e 
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f 
popular fears and the 
use of migrants as 
scapegoats for diverse 
s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s 
fuels discrimination, 
r a c i s m  a n d 
x e n o p h o b i a , ” 
( A m n e s t y 
International).

T h i s  i s  e v e r 
p re sen t  i n  Be l i ze 
and are sometimes 
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y 
measures that “have 
t rampled on some 
of  the  most  bas ic 
h u m a n  r i g h t s  o f 
migrants, including 
the right to liberty 
and security of the 
person. Much of the 
public debate about 
migration is couched 
i n  t e r m i n o l o g y 
which is loaded and 
derogatory. People 
t r y i n g  t o  e n t e r 
another country are 
vilified as “illegal 
immigrants”, “gate-
crashers”,  “queue-
jumpers”, and even as 
“invaders” seeking to 
breach the defences 
of  a  country  wi th 
m a l i c i o u s  i n t e n t . 
The clear implication 
i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e 

abusing the system 
and exploi t ing the 
generosity of states. 
Such  desc r ip t ions 
create the impression 
not only that migrants 
have no right to enter, 
but that they have no 
rights at all.” 

Additionally, those 
w h o  h a v e  b e e n 
stripped “of identity 
documents and fearful 
of contact with the 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  … a r e 
difficult to identify 
or trace. Sometimes 
migrants themselves 
s e e k  i n v i s i b i l i t y 
to  e scape  o ff i c i a l 
attention or threats 
t o  t h e m s e l v e s  o r 
their families. These 
“invisible” migrants 
a r e  a t  he igh tened 
risk of exploitation 
and abuse. Their lack 
o f  l ega l  s t a tus  o r 
documentation makes 
it extremely difficult 
for  many to  c la im 
their rights.”

The government’s 
o ffe r  fo r  amnes ty 
t o  o v e r  5 0 ,  0 0 0 
migrants is, therefore, 
welcomed. It not only 
shows good will but 
i t’s a step towards 
a d v a n c i n g  h u m a n 
rights in the country. 
Prime Minister John 
Briceno said in an 
interview aired at a 
local Belmopan news 
o u t l e t  o n  M a r c h 
29th, that “Once they 
become legal in the 
country it makes it 
so much easier for 
them to be able to 
get a social security, 
for them to be able to 
open a bank account, 
to be able to work, 
a n d  a l s o  t o  s t o p 
exploitation. Because, 
a lot of unscrupulous 
b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e 
would take advantage 
of them because they 
d o n ’ t  h a v e  t h e i r 
papers.” 

This  oppor tuni ty 
provides a way for 
m i g r a n t  f a m i l i e s 
to come out of the 

s h a d o w s  a n d  t o 
enjoy their  human 
rights to life, work, 
s t ab i l i ty,  a  home, 
education, and more. 
Additionally, this can 
also assist stateless 
mig ran t s ,  pe r sons 
“not considered as a 
national by any State 
under the operation of 
its law.” 

I t  i s  e x p e c t e d 
t h a t  s o m e  t h i r t y 
t o  fo r ty  t housand 
persons will  apply 
under the Amnesty 
Program, which has 
been welcomed by 
many human rights-
based organizations 
including UNHCR, 
the refugee agency, 
i n  Be l i ze .  I t ’s  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t 
d o e s  n o t  p r e s e n t 
itself often, as Belize 
has offered similar 
oppor tun i t i e s  jus t 
two times before, in 
1984 and 1999 which 
saw over  nineteen 
t h o u s a n d  p e r s o n s 
w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d 
a l t o g e t h e r .  O n c e 
closed, government 
i n t e n d s  t o  t a k e 
measures to tighten 
i t s  con t ro l  on  the 
migrant situation in 
the country.

 I n  t h e  s a m e 
interview, the Prime 
Minister also stated 
that  the “We can’t 
continue this open-
door policy that we 
have, that anybody 
can come and visit 
their family or their 
friends and then they 
stay. So, we will have 
to, once this amnesty 
is over, we will have 
to be able to tighten 
the immigration laws. 
So, that if you come 
for thirty days you 
wil l  have to leave 
in  thir ty  days.  We 
have  to  remove i t 
f rom the  po l i t i ca l 
process  where  the 
representative that 
is in government or 
the minister can just 
say ‘oh give a stamp 

to this person’. We 
have to remove that 
so that we can do that 
and then people have 
to go back home. We 
have to make sure that 
to have the necessary 
services, it costs the 
government ;  more 
hospitals, access to 
c l i n i c s ,  a cces s  t o 
education, so many 
t h i n g s .  S o ,  w h e n 
these people become 
a part of the formal 
sector we are hoping 
then that we will be 
able to collect taxes 
from them through 
income tax and also 
to protect them from 
e x p l o i t a t i o n … We 
want to make sure 
that we could follow 
the process, that it is a 
legal process, that we 
are not hurrying the 
system just because 
an election is coming. 
So, that is what we are 
attempting to do.”

It  is  the HRCB’s 
h o p e  t h a t  t h e s e 
measures respect the 
fundamental human 
rights of migrants, 
and indeed actively 
s e e k  t o  r e s p e c t , 
protect and promote 
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  a l l 
migrants, regardless 
of  factors  such as 
their status or mode 
of travel and arrival 
into the country. 

T h e  P r i m e 
Minister announced 
that they intend to 
b e g i n  a c c e p t i n g 
applications at  the 
start of June. 

Disc la imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ica l  that 
our columnists be 
allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 
number of topics.
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INVITATION TO QUOTE – GOODS
Institution:	Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing 
Country: 	 Belize 
Project: 	 Additional Financing for George Price Highway 
		  Rehabilitation Project 
Sector: 	 Transport 
Abstract: 	 Equipment for the Ministry of Infrastructure 
		  Development and Housing Soils Lab 
Loan No.: 	 Loan 4616/OC-BL 
Deadline:	 2:00 pm (Local Belize Time) on April 21st, 2022

1.	 The Government of Belize has received loan financing from the 
	 Inter-American Development Bank toward the cost of the additional 
	 Financing for George Price Highway Rehabilitation Project, and it intends 
	 to apply part of the proceeds of this financing to payments under the
 	 Contract for the Supply of Equipment for the Soils Lab under the
 	 George Price Highway Rehabilitation Project.

2.	 The Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing now invites
 	 sealed quotations from eligible and qualified bidders for the supply of
	 the following items: a Compression Testing Machine, a Motorized 
	 Liquid Limit Machine, Rebar locator/cover meter along with spare 
	 parts and a Plastic Limit Roller with 20 pads.

3.	 Bidding will be conducted through the Shopping procedures specified
	 in the Inter-American Development Bank’s Policies for the Procurement
 	 of Works and Goods financed by the Inter- American Development 
	 Bank, and is open to all bidders from Eligible Source Countries as defined 
	 in the Policies.

4.	 Interested eligible bidders may obtain the full Invitation to Quote for
 	 the required equipment from the Program Management Unit, Ministry
 	 of Infrastructure Development and Housing, located on the First 
	 Floor of the Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing
 	 Soils Lab Building, Power Lane, Belmopan by emailing 
	 pmupcmow@gmail.com AND mow.project3344@gmail.com.

5. 	 Quotations must utilize forms provided in the invitation to quote. One
 	 (1) Original and two (2) copies are to be submitted in sealed labelled
 	 envelopes to the address indicated below. Quotations by email WILL
 	 NOT be accepted.

6.	 Bidders are informed that they can only bid for the type of equipment
 	 specified, and quote for all items in this Invitation. Price quotations will 
	 be evaluated for all the items. Price quotations should be Exclusive of 
	 General Sales Tax.

7.	 Your quotation(s) should be submitted as per the following instructions
 	 and in accordance with the Terms and Conditions of supply in the at-

tached
 	 Quote Submission Sheet.

	 (i)	 VALIDITY OF THE OFFER: Your quotation(s) should be 
		  valid for a period of 90 days from the date of receipt for 
		  quotation(s).

	 (ii) 	 SUBMISSION OF OFFERS: Offers will be submitted on the
 		  Quote Submission Sheet including a description of 
		  specifications offered, Price Schedule for Goods and Related 
		  Services. These templates are annexed in the full Invitation 
		  to Quote. All documents must be completed without any 
		  alterations in format, and no substitutes shall be accepted. All
		  blank spaces shall be filled in with the information requested.

8.	 The Purchaser shall award the Contract to the offer which complies
 	 substantially with the technical specifications and other requirements in
 	 these documents and represents the lowest price.

9.	 Quotations must be delivered to the address below at or before 2:00 pm
 	 (Local Belize Time) on April 21st, 2022. Electronic quotes will not be
 	 permitted. Late quotes will be rejected. Your quotation should be in
 	 the English language in the required format or other similar, acceptable 
	 format should be addressed and submitted to:

Attention of (Name):	 Mr. Rolando Chan, Program Coordinator 
				    Program Management Unit

Address: 			   Program Management Unit, 
				    First Floor – Soils Lab 
				    Ministry of Infrastructure Development 
				    and Housing 
				    Power Lane, Belmopan 
				    Cayo District, Belize

Phone #:			   822-1942/822-0100

Email:			   pmupcmow@gmail.com AND 

Single-Use Plastics 
are now Illegal

By Javan Flowers

As of April 1st, 
2 0 2 2 ,  p r o -

hibited plastic prod-
ucts, which include 
all items listed under 
Schedule II of the En-
vironmental Protec-
tion (Pollution from 
Plastics) Regulations, 
2020, shall be consid-
ered illegal as advised 
by the Department of 
the Environment.

The Ministry of Sus-
tainable Development, 
Climate Change, and 
Disaster Risk Man-
agement reminded the 

public this week that 
prohibited products 
such as disposable 
plastic and foam cups, 
plates, containers, as 
well as plastic forks, 
spoons, straws, and 
lids that are found in 
possession of import-
ers and retailers after 
the phase-out date for 
these items, March 
31st ,  2022,  would 
be deemed liable as 
stipulated by the En-
vironmental Protec-
tion (Pollution from 
Plastics) Amendment 
Regulations, S.I. 17 
of 2022.

The Ministry, via 
its press release, add-
ed that importers and 
retailers are advised 
that possession of any 
PROHIBITED items 
will result in court ac-
tion, which can incur 
summary conviction as 
outlined in the relevant 
sub-regulations, which 
sees fines as high as 
BZ$20,000 and or up 
to six months impris-
onment. Penalties also 
include the cost of de-
struction or the cost of 
returning the items to 
the country of origin.  

UB certifies 23 Midwives

Nurses complete UB midwifery program.
By William Ysaguirre

Tw e n t y - t h r e e 
young nursing 

students, 21 women 
and  two  men ,  r e -
ceived awards when 
the University of Be-
lize held a ceremony 
to honor midwives 
at the Best Western 
Biltmore Plaza Ho-
tel in Belize City on 
Monday, March 28.

The 23 honorees 
are completing the 
certificate training 
course offered by the 
UB Faculty of Health 
Sciences, and they 
will still need to sit 
and pass a licensing 
examination, before 
they can be licensed 
as  midwives /b i r th 

c a r e g i v e r s  b y  t h e 
Nurses and Midwives 
Council of Belize. 

They  w i l l  s e rve 
the  need for  more 
qualified midwives 
in  our  community, 
expla ined  Dr  Lisa 
Johnson, Dean of the 
Faculty, as there are 
p re sen t ly  on ly  35 
registered midwives 
working in our public 
hospitals and clin-
ics  throughout  the 
country. 

It is equally impor-
tant to educate ex-
pecting young moth-
ers during prenatal 
hea l t h  c a r e  v i s i t s 
about maintaining a 
proper  die t  dur ing 
their months of preg-

nancy and other is-
sues which may arise 
during childbirth, she 
added, as the entire 
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n 
is working to keep 
down and reduce in-
fant  mortal i ty  and 
maternal  mortal i ty 
rates in Belize.     

Dr.  Johnson pre-
sented the awards for 
academic excellence 
and clinical excel-
lence to the most out-
standing student Wil-
liam Palma, and his 
classmate Marie Teul 
delivered the address 
on behalf of the rest 
of the student body. 
Guest speaker Mrs. 
Cynthia Guild gave 
the keynote address.
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Institution:	 Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 
Country: 	 Belize 
Project:	 Solid Waste Management Project II (SWMPII) 
Sector:	 Waste Management
Abstract: 	 Social Inclusion Officer for the Solid Waste Management 
		  Project II(SWMPII). 
Loan No.: 	 3684/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 14th, 2022

The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter- American 
Development Bank (IDB), towards the cost of the Solid Waste Management Project II 
and intends to apply part of the proceeds towards to hiring of a Social Inclusion Officer.

The Objective of the consultancy is to provide technical assistance to BSWaMA in promoting 
the social inclusion, formalization, and professional development of affected recyclers working 
at key project sites.

The Belize Solid Waste Management Authority, the Executing Agency, now invites interested 
eligible individual consultant to submit Expressions of Interest indicating qualification and 
experience required to provide these consultancy services listed below.

A)	 SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES
	 The Consultant shall:
1)	 Support BSWaMA and the IDB Project Team as needed in the updating and implementation
 	 of the Social Inclusion Plan (SIP) for the recyclers at each of the project sites, following
 	 the Social Inclusion Plan Framework as a guide and including, but not necessarily
 	 limited to: (i) consultation; (ii) documentation; and (iii) the monitoring of SIP related 
	 performance indicators.
2) 	 Prepare reports on the SIP implementation status, to be included in the semi-annual 
	 reports to the IDB.
3) 	 Provide support to the recyclers at the 5 operational transfer station sites across Belize, 
	 and provide consultation and support to the recyclers at the beneficiary municipalities
	 of SWMPII, in the formation, maintenance, and promotion of a cooperative; or other 
	 form of formally recognized sustainable collective organization.
4)	 Support the preparation of a replicable Business Plan/ model for the recyclers recovering
 	 material at the operational transfer station.
5)	 Provide support to all other affected groups of recyclers at the project sites. The exact 
	 nature of this support is to be determined in consultation with them, and in accordance
 	 with the Social Inclusion Plan Framework, but it should, among other things, involve 
	 actions designed to close gender gaps.
6)	 Ensure that the recycler groups are trained in team building, organization, entrepreneurship
 	 and other income diversification related skills; support and provide guidance as needed.
7)	 Monitor and observe recyclers, listen to their concerns, and assist them in understanding 
	 and managing social, and habitual problems. 8) Facilitate the development of social and 
	 business partnerships (e.g., with the Cooperatives Department, Belize Recycling, private 
	 sector and buyers of recyclable materials, other GoB agencies, NGOs, credit unions, and
 	 local CBOs).

B)	 QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE
	 The Consultant shall have the following: 
1) 	 Minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work, Social Sciences, or related discipline;
 	 A masters degree will be an asset. A combination of a social science degree with a 
	 Business Management or Administration degree or training in entrepreneurship,
 	 production, sales and marketing will be considered an asset.
2) 	 Two (2) or more years demonstrated professional experience in at least one of the 
	 following areas: - Institutional strengthening, partnership building activities, community 
	 organization, cooperative development, business development, marketing, conducting 
	 training, and fund raising.
	 - Experience working with poor and marginalized communities, and irregular immigrants
 	 particularly those involved the informal sector; the waste/recycling sector and/or small 
	 business development
3)	 Demonstrated capacity to conduct field-level interventions and processes with 
	 marginalized groups and engage in strategic planning and the preparation of key 
	 operational documents. Good command of the English Language. Knowledge of the 
	 Spanish language will be an asset.

The Ministry of Natural Resources, Petroleum and Mining now invites eligible individual 
consultants to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested individual Consultants 
must provide information demonstrating that they have the required qualification and relevant 
experience to perform the Services.

Consultants will be selected in accordance with the Selection of Individual Consultants 
method and other procedures set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: Policies for 
the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American Development 
Bank - GN-2350-15, and is open to all eligible candidates as defined in the policies.

Further information can be obtained at the email address below during office hours: Monday 
to Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. local time.

Expressions of interest must be submitted electronically and must include a signed 
application letter, Curriculum Vitae (CV), copies of academic qualification, and the names 
and contact information of two professional references no later than Thursday, April 14th, 
2022, at 2:30 p.m. local time. Application must be submitted via one consolidated PDF 
document; only complete packages will be processed. Packages must be sent to the address 
below:

Solid Waste Management Authority
Attn: Procurement Officer 
3013 Bougainvillea Street, Orchid Garden Area 
City of Belmopan, Belize, C.A. 
Tel: (501) 802 1527 
PO Box 285 
E-mail: GladdenM@gobmail.gov.bz

a BY ORDER OF CHARGEE
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO SELL
LA INMACULADA CREDIT UNION LIMITED, a Credit Union duly 

formed and registered in Belize under the Credit Union Act Chapter 314 
of the Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011 with registered 
office situated at No. 5 Park Street, Orange Walk Town, Orange Walk 
District, Belize, hereby gives notice of its intention to exercise its Power 
of Sale as Chargee under the virtue of Charges between those hereinafter 
named and the said La Inmaculada Credit Union Ltd. with said Charge 
is registered at the Land Registry. The Credit Union will at the expiration 
of TWO MONTHS from the date of the first publication of this notice 
to sell the properties described in the schedule hereto.

ALL offers to purchase the said property must be made in writing to 
LA INMACULADA CREDIT UNION LIMITED. from whom full 
particulars and conditions of sale may be obtained.

SCHEDULE
ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-3217 situated in 

the Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201608522 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Nery Leonardo 
Sosa & Josselin Jannethe Alvarado (Jointly).

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-122 situated in the 
Trial Farm Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held under 
Land Certificate LRS-201108503 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-491 situated in the 
Trial Farm Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held under 
Land Certificate LRS-201108507 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-1079 situated in 
the San Jose Palmar Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and 
held under Land Certificate # 9845/2004 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Angelica Leslie.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Lot No.-184 attached to 
Plan No.-2146 Deed of Conveyance LTU-201501474 situated in the St. 
Matthews Village, Cayo District, and registered at the Lands and Surveys 
Department in Belmopan, as Lot No. 184 on Plan No. 2146 - TOGETHER 
with all buildings and erections standing and being thereon, the Deed of 
Conveyance of Miriam Janet Quevedo for Abner Jonathan Quevedo.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.1802- situated in 
the Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201910114 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Mark Glenford 
Meighan.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.- 2050 situated in 
the Orange Walk Town Registration Section, Orange Walk District, 
and held under Land Certificate LRS-201810171 TOGETHER with 
all buildings and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of 
Roamir Edwardo Gonzalez.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land Parcel No.- 370/1 situated in the 
Miller’s Bight Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Lease Certificate LRS -201005197 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the leasehold of Carlos Garcia 
for Julie Linda Garcia.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-212 situated in 
the Guinea Grass Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate LRS-201900303 TOGETHER with all buildings 
and erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Edison Albert 
Johnson and Rosita Johnson (Jointly).

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-672 situated in the 
Ann Gabourel Registration Section, Orange Walk District, and held 
under Land Certificate # 3710/95 TOGETHER with all buildings and 
erections standing and being thereon, the freehold of Maria Elena Diaz 
for Leonardo Daniel Diaz.

ALL THAT piece or parcel of land being Parcel No.-2949 situated in 
the San Pedro Registration Section, Belize District, and held under Land 
Certificate LRS-201511416 TOGETHER with all buildings and erections 
standing and being thereon, the freehold of Leon Levi Anderson.
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Berger Field gets $400,000 Renovation

Officials unveil plans for upgrading Berger Football Field

By William Ysaguirre

Th e  B e r g e r 
Football  Field 

is to undergo a major 
upgrade to become a 
7-a-side football facility 
with artificial turf and 
concrete seating, thanks 
to an urban renewal 
project jointly funded 
by the Belize Tourist 
Board, the Ministry 
of Sports, Youth and 
Transportation, and the 
Football Federation of 
Belize.

Minister of Sports 
H o n .  R o d w e l l 
F e rg u s o n  i s  o n l y 
following through on 
an agreement signed 
by his predecessor 
Hon. Kevin Bernard 
last November with 
the BTB and the FFB. 
At the groundbreaking 
ceremony on Monday, 
March 28, Minister 
Ferguson said each of 
the partners is providing 
a third of the $400,000 
cost for the project, 
which will be put out 
to tender, and should 
be completed over the 
next six months, after 
which there will be 
another inauguration 
ceremony to open the 

facility to the public.
The field is located 

within the Pickstock 
constituency, of which 
Minister of Tourism 
and Diaspora Relations 
Hon. Anthony Mahler is 
the area representative, 
so he has been a driving 
force to make the project 
a reality. He said such a 
facility would provide 
a place for positive, 
constructive activities, 
and would do much to 
help the children and 
young people of the 
area develop to their 
full potential. He said it 
will also help to bridge 
the gap between our 
under-13 excellence in 
winning gold medals at 
CODICADER Central 
A m e r i c a n  J u n i o r 
Scholastic Games, and 
our senior footballers’ 
dismal performance 
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
competition.

Minister of State for 
Sports Hon. Gilroy 
Usher Sr is the area 
represen ta t ive  for 
Port Loyola, which 
also has limited green 
spaces for children 
and young people to 
play and enjoy some 
healthy exercise, so he 

and Belize City Mayor 
Bernard Wagner also 
welcomed the project. 
Together the ministers 
unveiled the architect’s 
concept of what the 
project will look like 
when completed.

F F B  P r e s i d e n t 
Sergio Chuc said it is 
important to develop 
players’ skills from 
they are children, six 

to eight years old, 
and to continue this 
development through 
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l 
programs, high school 
sports programs and 
even to the tertiary 
level, until they reach 
a level where they may 
be called to a national 
team. 

T h e  F F B  i s 
a l s o  s e e k i n g  t o 
provide educational 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 
p r o m i s i n g  y o u n g 
players to develop their 

talents at universities 
in the United States. 
Chuc said the FFB 
has partnered with 
Prospect2Player, which 
scouts players to serve 
as matchmaker with 
universities offering 
scholarships to talented 
soccer players and 
has already obtained 
scholarships for several 
m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e 
p layers  to  fur ther 
their education, even 
as they develop their 
football skills playing 

in National Collegiate 
Athletic Association 
(NCAA) tournaments 
in the United States. 
While he hopes that the 
best of these athletes 
may also develop to 
a level where they 
may  be  o ffe red  a 
professional contract to 
play soccer in a major 
international league, 
the higher education 
will serve to prepare the 
young people for their 
future careers beyond 
football.

Shyne Vows to Clean up 
UDP's Delegates List

By Michelle Sutherland

De s p i t e  o n l y 
w i n n i n g  b y 

a very thin margin, 
minutes after he had 
officially been dubbed 
the  Leader  of  the 
United Democratic 
Party (UDP), Hon. 
Moses Shyne Barrow 
pledged, among other 
things, that he would 
r e f o r m  t h e  U D P, 
commenc ing  w i th 
the cleanup of the 
delegates list.

In one of his first 
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h 
the media,  Barrow 
voiced that he was a 
strong proponent of 

constitutional reform 
for the UDP and that 
one of his first moves 
as party leader would 
be to ensure that his 
party moves away from 
the age-old practice of 
area representatives 
appointing delegates, 
which goes contrary to 
the party's constitution. 
Something which he 
says has been allowed 
to occur for far too long 
without any objection 
and only serves as a 
breeding ground for 
unequal representation 
among the party.

Barrow noted,  “I 
don’t have a problem 
with family members 
being a part of your 
committee. What I do 
have a problem with 
is the constituents not 
participating in that 
election. That should 
not  be a  select ion 
or an appointment; 
tha t  should  be  an 
election.  So under 
my leadership, I will 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e 
a r e  c o n s t i t u e n c y 

conventions to elect 
the delegates.”

Additionally, Barrow 
said that he would 
make an adjustment 
to the threshold as it 
relates to voter turnout, 
which currently stands 
at 10% and disallows 
“true representation.”

“ Yo u  c a n  b r i n g 
the delegates list to 
fifty, but if we don’t 
follow the procedure 
to elect them by the 
constituents and not the 
area representatives 
appointing them, you 
still won’t accomplish 
anything cause I will 
have  f i f t y  peop le 
that I placed there,” 
explained Barrow.

The UDP Currently 
has  516 delegates 
who are selected by 
constituency  standard 
bearers, as opposed 
to  the  PUP whose 
delegates are chosen 
by a committee of each 
constituency and who 
are chosen for every 
50 votes that the party 
gets.

Moses “Shyne” 
Barrow says delegates 

should be elected.
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TENDER FOR THE GENERAL SECURITY AND SURVEILLANCE 
OF THE CENTRAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY OFFICE

Tenders are invited from security companies for the general security and surveillance of the 
Belize National ICT Center Building (Belmopan City), corner Mountain View Blvd. and 
Dry Creek Street, and for infrastructure relating to the Disaster Recovery Site located on the 
top floor of the Post Office Building in Belmopan.

1. 	 The tender shall be for a period of one (1) year commencing 1 July 1, 2022, and ending
 	 30 June 2023.

2. 	 The successful tender will be expected to provide the following security and surveillance 
	 services:

	 (a) 	 General security and surveillance of the Belize National ICT Center compound
 		  (the “Premises”) including all buildings and fixtures erected therein by armed 
		  guards on a 24- hour basis seven days per week, including public and bank holidays.

	 (b) 	 Monitor the Disaster Recovery Site (the “DR Site”) using surveillance cameras 
		  and conduct nightly patrols and random verification checks of the generator, 
		  electrical room door, and main access door commencing at 6pm to 6am.

	 (c) 	 Allow only authorized persons to enter the Premises. The Security must maintain
 		  a log of all persons and vehicles entering and leaving the Premises.

	 (d) 	 Conduct patrols outside the Premises to ensure that doors remain locked and that
 		  there is no sign of breakage into the building.

	 (e) 	 The Security Company will provide its personnel with equipment including a 
		  licensed firearm for the effective performance of their duties.

	 (f) 	 The Security Company, or its agents shall not divulge to any person or persons,
 		  any proprietary information coming to their knowledge in the course of their duties.

	 (g) 	 The Security Company/Guard shall also comply with CITO’s Fire Safety Policy 
		  in the event of an emergency fire evacuation. (Details available upon request).

	 (h) 	 Any other security related task as may be agreed upon from time to time by the
 		  Parties involved.

3.	 Costs incurred in visiting the Premises and preparations of the tender bid are the sole
 	 responsibility of the tenderer.

4.	 Tenders shall include
	 a.	 Letters of Good Standing Belize Tax Service 
	 b.	 Letters of Good Standing Belize Companies Registry
	 c.	 Letters of Good Standing Belize Social Security Board 
	 d.	 Current Trade License

5.	 The tenderer shall provide evidence: 
	 a.	 firearm licenses.
	 b.	 evidence of past jobs 
	 c.	 recommendations for 3 or more customers.

6.	 Tenders are to be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “TENDER FOR THE 
	 GENERAL SECURITY	 AND	SURVEILLANCE OF THE BELIZE NATIONAL
 	 INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) CENTER 
	 BUILDING (BELMOPAN)”, and delivered to the Central Information Technology
 	 Office, Belmopan, no later than 3 June 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

7. 	 Tenders will be opened on 3 June 2022 at 10:30 a.m. in front of the tenderers or their
 	 representatives who wish to attend the opening.

8.	 Evaluation of tender will be carried out immediately after the opening of the tenders on
 	 3 June 2022.

9.	 Additional information can be obtained from Ian Smith at telephone: 828-5169 or by 
	 email at ian.smith@cito.gov.bz.

10. 	 The lowest tender will not necessarily be accepted. 

11. 	 Late tenders will be disqualified and returned to the tenderer unopened.

Destiny Wagner shines on 
the cover of Harper's 

Bazaar women's magazine
By Javan Flowers

Harper's BAZAAR magazine 
f ea tu red  Be l i ze ' s  Des t iny 

Wagner, the reigning “Miss Earth,” on 
the cover of their latest issue-themed 
"Art and Women," released early this 
week.

Harper's Bazaar is an American 
monthly women's fashion magazine, 
and along with featuring Destiny in 
their latest issue, they also provided 
extracts of an interview with her, in 
which Destiny shared, "It is an honor 
to represent our country. I always want 
to show my best in the competition. 
But you know, news like this doesn't 
happen to Belizean girls very often. 
So, therefore, this title means a lot 
to me."

Destiny further noted that she is 
actively working to build protected 
areas and encourage and support 
ecotourism. According to her, like 
other countries, Belize was seriously 
affected,  especial ly the tourism 
industry.

"We are now in the final stages of 
the fight against the virus. I am always 
ready to promote ecotourism and take 
the lead in protecting the seas," She 
added.

The Reporter spoke with Wagner 
shortly after she won the “Miss Earth” 
title. In that one-on-one interview, the 
reigning queen had shared her views 
on various topics, including her focus 
on addressing the climate crisis. "This 
title symbolizes progression, ambition, 
unity, and us coming together to 
combat these issues," Destiny told us. 

She emphasized that being authentic 
and true to oneself is what Belizeans 
must strive for. "I didn't have to 
change who I am to get this win, and 
none of us should have to change who 
we are to accomplish anything."

Destiny Wagner
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A Few Thoughts on Constitutional Reform

By Ambassador Daniel Gutierez

I remember September 21st 1981 clearly, the 
buzz, the music and festivities, the bangs of 

the celebratory exuberance of a nation born. I 
guess it is only human to look back and realize 
that the soiree deafened any discussion on the new 
set of rules we inherited. When the parties ended, 
it was time to roll up the proverbial sleeves and 
build our nation. We would leave any discussion 
and education about the way we are governed to 
the school system. Period! End of story!

The problem with this approach is that—of 
course, with the rare exception of a zealous social 
studies teacher here and there—this in-depth 
discussion and understanding of our rulebook 
did not happen. At least not for those in my 
generation. I am not making our school system a 
scapegoat; I am simply admitting, that for many 
Belizeans, there is only a cursory understanding 
of the rules we live under, and by this I mean our 
Constitution. 

So, here we are 40 plus years after independence 
and about to enter into the most important 
exercise in a generation, again. Without the 
benefit of a crash course on the Constitution, 
we are about to re-write the rule book. Many 
Belizeans have voiced that constitutional reform 
must be undertaken. I for one agree with them. 
Having said this I think it prudent to caution the 
current framers against throwing out the baby 
with the bathwater. The very fact that we can have 
a public discussion on our Constitution and the 
way we are governed without people being carted 
off to jail, means that something has worked and 
those aspects of our political culture ought to 
remain sacrosanct.  

I should also be clear that this piece is not meant 
to be an exhaustive guide to all the areas where the 
current constitution needs to be improved upon. I 
will instead concentrate on a couple of the areas, 
in no particular order of importance, that have 
been in the public discourse recently. 

As we read these paragraphs and others written 
by other Belizeans, I invite us to not look at the 
potential changes to come and measure these by 
the yard stick of other nations. By this I mean 
that what other nations in other times and places 
have constructed for themselves should not be our 
straitjacket. We should welcome these as guides, 
but not as prescriptions. Belize should construct a 
system of governance that works for Belize, fully 
conscious of our nuances, our politics, our way of 
life. We should not copy and paste from anyone 
no matter how glamourous they appear to live. 
We can be guided by what has worked for them, 
but we must build something that will work for 
us, or we shall fail.

First, with no disrespect to the current Monarch 
or its representatives in Belize, the time has come 
for Belize to have a Belizean born head of state. 
The Monarchy and the Governor General are 
vestiges of colonialism and we must move on.  As 
we explore the possibility of a post monarchial 
Belize, we need to ask ourselves what the nation 
should expect from its head of state. Given our 
experiences since 1981, we would be wise to 
have a head of state that is first the guardian 
of the constitutional order and second who is 
outwardly nonpartisan. The first is achieved in the 
system of laws; however, the second is trickier but 
imperative. Any outcome that achieves neither of 
these is merely an expensive decoration. 

The framers of our new constitution should 
not shy away from a system where the head of 
state serves for a period of no less and no more 
than a decade, or a period that goes beyond a 
specific government. I can understand how the 
direct election of the person holding this office 
is attractive to representational purists. However, 
given our Belizean experience in party politics, 
we should guard against a person elected through 
the same party politics mechanism. How to 
legitimize this office while sidestepping the basic 
tenants of representational democracy and at the 
same time vaccinating it against the malaise of 
party politics is indeed a tall order. To be clear 
though, if this office is to remain divorced from 
the everyday political back and forth, then this 
delicately balanced outcome must be our north 
star. 

Second, more Belizean voters must have a 
say in who the leader of the opposition or party 
leader and, by extension, a potential Prime 
Minister is. Party conventions where a select club, 
handpicked by an even more exclusive cabal, 
decide who the next Prime Minister or Opposition 
leader is, is anachronistic, exclusionary and non 
representative.  Although Belizeans accept this 
status quo, many don’t like it, and this reform 
process would be an opportunity missed were this 
practice not end up in its cross hairs. 

Third, we must endeavor to remove the coercive 
participation of money and influence from the 
system of governance. This is not easy, but we 
must undertake this task with urgency and with 
clear eyes. In doing so, however, we must not 
assume that the political parties are the only 
entities in governance that have powerful forces 
whispering in their ears, a platform denied to 
most Belizeans. Clearly the political parties have 
money influencers. This is not new and I will 
not expound further as there exists a mountain 
of literature in this regard.  Suffice to say we 
have an opportunity to address it without unduly 
curtailing the right of any Belizean to make 
financial contributions to the party or parties of 
their choice. 

Since the inclusion of the social partners in formal 
national discourse started with constitutional 
reforms years ago, we have not stopped to realize 
that social partners are not immune to money 
influencers or chain of command influencers and 
we must find a way to address this in this reform. 
Before I go any further, I should point out that 
the underlying assumption regarding my position 
on chain of command influencers in the Senate 
is premised on there being no change to how 
senators are appointed, or elected. However, I do 
not know if it is desirable to leave the Senate in 
its current form. The senate in its current form, 
not including the appointments by the political 
parties, is elected from exclusive groups of 
Belizean organizations and its arguable that this 
exclusivity in and of itself is not participatory and 
thereby non-democratic. 

We must examine our conscience, question 
ourselves, and ask if as a people, and in the 
maximum expression of our national persona, 
meaning our system of governance, are we 
content in providing a platform to some to 
the exclusion of many, notwithstanding the 
parliamentary eloquence and good intention of 
the some?  Further discussions need to be had on 

this topic and we should enter into this process 
guaranteeing protection to no sacred cows. 

Let me be clear, I have participated in the Senate 
as a part of the Business Sector. I support the 
principle of social partnership and I am witness 
to the positive benefit of having diversity in 
discussions of national importance. I am still 
a member of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
I support the inclusion of social partners fully. 
I merely posit that the way social partners 
participate in our democracy needs to be 
reexamined in the current exercise.  

In the case of social partners representing 
workers, their domain, their motivation and their 
command and control is Belizean, enough said.  
Social partners representing the private sector are 
made up of companies and entities that are legally 
Belizean, although there are foreign owned 
entities therein. The majority is companies who 
live and die based on what happens in Belize, 
thereby, making their impetus the progress of 
Belize’s economy as a matter of survival. In their 
majority the command and control is Belizean, 
but not always. 

Social partners representing the churches 
have their organizations, parishioners and their 
outreach grounded in Belize, but by the very 
nature of how they are set up, in several cases, 
their command and control is foreign. This is not 
a criticism of them, but it is a description of the 
reality where they are concerned. It does not make 
them bad, or less effective as participants in the 
system, but when you’re not the boss, you’re not 
the boss, period. Their command and control is 
in Europe or in North America. 

The responsibility of the state is to its citizens 
first and foremost, and while the churches have 
participated with good intent as social partners, 
the state and the organs of the state like the 
Constitution must ensure that parental influences, 
which are incongruent with our ethos as a people, 
and without curtailing people’s  rights to freedom 
of conscience, are kept in check. 

Regard ing  the  NGO communi ty,  the 
representatives, the efforts and the results 
therefrom are in Belize and focused on Belize, but 
as with other social partners, the command and 
control may not be. It is no secret that the money 
and the influence behind several of our NGO’s 
are not of this country. In fairness to their efforts 
and in the broadest of description of their work,   
the pursuits and goals of the NGO community are 
laudable, but in many cases, these are unabashedly 
global pursuits.  Unless we are naïve, it should be 
clear to any detached observer that global pursuits 
and local needs will never line up 100%. It is just 
life and we need to understand this clearly. I also 
want to be clear about one thing: I know several 
public personas in the NGO movement and those 
I know are all in for Belize and want the best for 
this country. A Constitution, though, cannot rely 
on the personalities. It must prescribe parameters 
if it wants to stem the coercion that in this case 
may come from abroad and pursue objectives that 
may not completely align to our own in Belize.  

I hope that this article, and others like it, 
stimulate conversation and lead us to facing topics 
that may be difficult to discuss.  Please discuss 
these with your family and friends, over dinner 
and after church, in school and at work. They are 
not easy, but constitutional reform is not for the 
faint of heart, toes will be stepped on and feathers 
might get ruffled. That is par for the course. So 
let us take on this generational conversation with 
zeal, honesty, patriotism, and always with respect 
for each other.  Our country, our children and 
grandchildren should expect this of us and we 
must deliver.  

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by 
our columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s stance 
on the issues touched. We believe it is critical 
that our columnists be allowed freedom to 
generate discussion through their expressions 
on any number of topics.
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consulting Services for Consulting firm to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, making use of 
the wider range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytical tools for audit)

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services for Consulting Firm to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, 
			   making use of the wider range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytical tools 
			   for audit).

Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-American 

Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax modernization project 
entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-L1031). The main beneficiaries of 
the Project are: (a) the Government, which will have more revenues to implement its public 
policies; (b) taxpayers, who will have more support and a digital environment to fulfil 
their tax obligations; and (c) the population, from the government policies implemented. 
Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has procured a Modern 
Integrated Tax Administration System (the Revenue Management System (RMS) and 
is presently in the implementation process. This new system will be used in the management 
of the Belize Tax Administration.

The BTSD management has identified the need for a modern audit approach based on 
risk analysis. The BTSD Strategic Plan states that:

“BTSD will explore the introduction of a Risk Management Plan (RMP) to properly 
respond to the risks identified on a timely basis, to minimize overall compliance burden 
for both the taxpayers and the tax administration. As an important aspect of the RMP, 
risk mitigating strategies will be proposed for application against potential and existing 
risks. The plan will highlight all areas of risks including risk- based assessments, risk-
based audits, risk-based sector and taxpayer segmentation, compliance risks (registration, 
filing, reporting and payments) and international risks. Risk mitigation reduces the 
extent of exposure and ensures that the strategic objectives are achieved.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a consulting firm 
for a period of ten (10) months to Prepare, Implement and Execute a New Audit Model, 
making use of the range examination and risk-based techniques (to include analytic tools 
for audit). The main activities of the consultancy include:

1.	 To assess the status of BTSD taxpayer audit strategies and operations for all tax
 	 type.
2.	 To review the Audit Division organization and resources, as well as the staff skills. 
3.	 To suggest the strategy for centralization/decentralization of the audit. 
4.	 To propose a new organization area (if required). 
5.	 To propose the staff composition by area and by location.
6.	 To propose the different audit programs taking into consideration taxpayer
 	 segments and different audit locations (central, districts).
7.	 To propose a system of massive audit based on IT verification of returns against 
	 risk factors and third-party information. The selected cases should be resolved
 	 very quickly (4 cases a day) as they are based on firm verification.
8. 	 To propose modern analytical tools for tax auditing suitable for Belize’s 
	 environment by conducting a SWOT analysis to support the audit work.
9.	 Once the proposal of the modern analytical tools is approved, the consulting firm 
	 will procure the Analytical tools software for auditing with 50 licenses with 
	 subscription for 3 years, implement, and train auditors in its utilization for 
	 adoption.
10. 	 To execute onsite Pilot audit (for at least one month in duration) with the audit
 	 team to plan, execute and report on randomly selected taxpayers.
11. 	 To develop training materials and manuals in hard copies and digital copies in
 	 Microsoft Word format.

The consulting firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ experience in similar 
assignment. In addition, the consulting firm should have a minimum of three (3) years 
specific experience in the following areas (* are must):

	 •	 Tax administration taxpayer audit and risk analysis. (*)
	 •	 Conducting design of modern taxpayer audit programs. (*) 
	 •	 Conducting design of risk-based audit programs. (*) 
	 •	 Training tax administration staff in audit techniques (*) 
	 •	 Using modern audit analytic tools. (*)
	 •	 Developing programs for organizational strengthening for tax
 		  administration. 
	 •	 Developing modern taxpayer audit programs. 
	 •	 Conducting design of modern information crosschecking programs. 
	 •	 Business Strategy (supporting business and organization goals).

The firm should prove ability to identify strategic issues, opportunity and risks. As well 
as have knowledge and experience working in Belize and or the Caribbean environment 
in a similar assignment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible consulting firms (“Consultants”) to indicate 
their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants must submit an 

Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that they have the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services (brochures, description of 
similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience in similar 
conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term “consultant” means a legally-
established professional consulting firm or an entity that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services
 		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of 
		  assignments. 
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (This includes letters from the respective
 		  client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract or agreement with
 		  the client including copy of the TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation, information
 		  of shareholders of company specifying the shares owned by each 
		  respective shareholder of the company and a copy of documentation of
 		  nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security Board 
	 (viii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes is 
US$ 451,328.00.

Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost-Based 
Selection (QCBS) method set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: Policies 
for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American 
Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants 
as defined in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on a 
competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the 
proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will 
be asked to submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a sub-
consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing the short list, the 
nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally incorporated or constituted 
and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours Monday 
to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered via direct 
mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday, 
April 8th, 2022.

Interested consulting firms are asked to submit their expression of interest via e-mail 
to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consulting Firm to Prepare, 
Implement and Execute a New Audit Model in the subject header, or submit on or 
before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday, April 8th, 2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) Enforcement 
Collection Model based on risk criteria

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service 
			   Department (BTSD) Enforcement Collection Model based on risk criteria
Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (BL-
L1031). Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) has 
procured a Modern Integrated Tax Administration System (the Revenue 
Management System (RMS) and is presently in the implementation process. This 
new system will be used in the management of the Belize Tax Administration.

The authorities’ concerns on the growth of the arrears balance are reflected in the 
BTSD strategic plan; “The stock of debt has been steadily increasing throughout the 
years, with the largest increase recorded between 2017 and 2018. The respective 
annual increases from 2016 to 2018 were 4%, 7% and 23%. There is a need to 
institute a mechanism to facilitate monitoring and timely enforcement actions to 
collect and recover revenues.”

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a Consultancy 
Firm for a period of five (5) months. The main activity of the consultancy includes:

1.	 To assess the current situation of BTSD enforcement collection and review
 	 the organization and resources of the collection area as well as their skills
2.	 To assess the potential sources for information on taxpayer transactions 
	 and assets that could be used as arrears payments (Customs, social security,
 	 immovable property registration department, Bank accounts, City 
	 Council’s Traffic Departments, etc.)
3.	 Propose a strategy for enforcement collections and prioritization based 
	 on risk analysis, define risk parameters and relevant mitigation measures
 	 as well as special procedures according to taxpayer segments
4.	 Establish a system of payment by instalment via Internet, with parameters 
	 defined by BTSD with payments through automatic debit in the taxpayer 
	 bank account and to freeze delinquent taxpayers’ bank accounts via Internet
5.	 Establish rules for writing off uncollectable debts and modify ITAS to 
	 incorporate them
6.	 Update the BTSD Enforcement Collection manual defining the procedures
 	 to select the debts to be enforced, the task to collect the debt, the
 	 identification, and procedures to put a lien on debtors’ properties, the rules,
 	 and procedures for agreements for payment by instalment, etc.
7.	 Propose performance indicators for monitoring the enforcement collection
8.	 Deliver workshops and train the collection staff in the new procedures
9.	 Implement the new procedures
10. 	 Conduct Pilot with the designated BTSD staff to plan, execute and report 
	 on randomly selected taxpayers.

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ 
relevant working experience in the following areas:

	
	 •	 Organizational development and design; 
	 •	 Enforced arrears collections; 
	 •	 Tax administration training

As well as minimum of five (5) years relevant assistance to tax administrations, 
particularly in the arrears collection areas. In addition, the Consultant firm should 
have at least three (3) years of previous experience specifically in conducting 
programs on arrears collection with the use of risk analysis techniques or similar 
programs and consultancies between the calendar years 2015 to 2020, as well as 
experience in Belize, and Caribbean environment.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms (“Consultants”) 
to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants 
must submit an Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that 
they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services 
(description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, 
experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term 
“consultant” means a legally established professional consulting firm or an entity 
that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 

	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services 
		  during the past five years.
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates 
		  of assignments. 
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the 
		  respective client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract 
		  or agreement with the client including copy of the TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation,
 		  information of shareholders of company specifying the shares
 		  owned by each respective shareholder of the company and a copy
 		  of documentation of nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company 
		  Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security 
		  Board 
	 (viii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes is US 
$133,555.00.

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost 
- Based Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-American 
Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants 
financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (GN-2350-15, May 2019 
edition) and is open to all eligible consultants as defined in the IDB policies. The 
selection of the successful firm will be based on a competitive process among 
short-listed firms that takes into account the quality of the proposal and the cost 
of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be notified and will be asked to 
submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a 
sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing 
the short list, the nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally 
incorporated or constituted and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the 
firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours 
Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest must be delivered 
via direct mail or e-mail at the address indicated below by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local 
time) on Friday April 8th, 2022.

Interested eligible Consultants are asked to submit their expression of interest 
via e-mail to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Consultancy 
Firm to prepare and implement the Belize Tax Service Department (BTSD) 
Enforcement Collection Model based on risk criteria in the subject header, or 
submit on or before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) Friday April 8th, 2022 to the 
following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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I admit I have never 
been a fan of the 

royals, be that the roy-
als from Buckingham 
Palace or those that re-
side in the Temple of 
the Emerald Buddha 
in Bangkok, Thailand. 
Most royals by the mere 
definition, live lives that 
are a world apart from 
ordinary people like you 
and me. They live in 
a semi-isolated state, 
physically, socially, cul-
turally, and most impor-
tantly financially. 

They don’t  have 
chores or a regular nine-
to-five job to earn a liv-
ing and live by strict 
protocols, which govern 
every part of their lives. 
They do not have to 
penny-pinch or decide 
whether to buy pigtail 
or chicken when at the 
supermarket. They do 
not have to turn off the 
lights when they leave 
the room to save on elec-
tricity or monitor water 
usage.  On the flip side, 
these are measures most 
Belizeans struggle with 
daily, to make ends meet.

However, what I do 
have for the royals is a 
sense of respect. Respect 
not so much for the title, 
monies, or the celebrity 
status that most have 
become, but rather as 
citizens of this place we 
call earth. 

Our nation has a her-
itage like most other 
places that were under 
the yolk of colonialism. 
It has affected every 
facet of our modern and 
everyday life from edu-
cation to finance, to race 
relations, to culture, the 
way we dress, how we 
talk, the language we 
use, our habits, our man-
nerism, our architecture 
to the way we eat and 
what we eat. 

Conquest, coloni-
alism, and its cousin 
exploitation have been 
the hallmarks of man-
kind since the beginning 
of time, and it has mold-
ed the modern world as 
we know it. There are 
no clean hands when it 

comes to conquest and 
exploitation - Europe did 
it, Asia did it, Africa did 
it and the New World of 
the Americans certainly 
did it among the Indian 
population to their own, 
prior to the arrival of 
the Europeans. There 
is enough blame to go 
around. 

There is not a sin-
gle modern country of 
the current 195 nations 
in existence today that 
has not experienced a 
form of conquest, colo-
nialism, or exploitation. 
Some have been brutal 
like Genghis Khan’s 
conquest of Asia while 
others have been milder 
and less expansionist 
like that of the Empire 
of Brazil; yes, Brazil was 
once an empire. 

The nation of Belize 
was and still remains 
a vestige of the empire 
on which the sun never 
sets,, the mighty Brit-
ish Empire. The British 
like any other colonial 
master was no saint, and 
in line with the way em-
pires were structured and 
governed, they adopted 
the notion of the mother 
country first. Colonial-
ism was centered upon 
the domination of one 
state over many others 
and the subjugation of a 
people by one dominant 
race.

Belizeans like any 
subjugated people were 
not at the top of the 
British totem pole and 
neither was the colony 
when compared to the 
‘jewel in the crown’, 
India. But what is sel-
dom mentioned in to-
day’s “Cancel Culture 
and Me-Too Movement 
mentalities”, are those 
intrinsic orders that co-
lonialism brought, more 
so the British influence 
on the world and even 
more so on the nation of 
Belize. 

The British brought 
a sense of efficiency in 
the way they operated 
their colonies, some-
times not by choice, but 
because that was what 
was required to main-
tain, run and govern an 
empire. They established 
institutions, laws, and a 
management system that 
today is the basis of how 
the Belizean nation and 
the economy operate. It 
afforded the concepts 
of free speech, freedom 
of religion, freedom of 
choice, and the availabil-
ity of a judicial system 

cel culture and blame 
gaming society, any-
thing is possible. If there 
is anyone that should 
cry about the ills and the 
injustices of the colonial 
system, it should not be 
the Indians in Belize. 
I believe the Garifuna 
people would have a 
better stake for that spot 
over Creoles, Mestizos, 
or any other group.

Britain adores, loves, 
and finances its royals 
and that’s their choice. 
The fact that we are a 
civilized and welcom-
ing people, would be 
the only reason to give 
the royals a welcoming 
treatment. 

I would not do so be-
cause I support them or 
admire the structures, 
systems, or organs that 
made them royals, but 
because it is the decent 
thing to do and because 
in their own way, they 
represent the state of 
the United Kingdom. In 
the same way that we 
would not appreciate our 
ambassadors scorned 
overseas, likewise, we 
should not do scorn other 
nation’s representatives. 

The royal visit also 
presented an opportu-
nity and one that we 
should have jealously 
embraced. For a nation 
that is trying to promote 
itself on the international 
stage as a premier tourist 
destination, the visit was 
free advertising and PR.  
If the argument is that 
the royals exploited us 
through colonialism then 
why not exploit them for 
free marketing? Seems 
fair to me. But most of 
us have become so em-
broiled in the idea that 
we are owed something 
for slavery, oppression, 
colonialism, and God 
knows what else under 
the sun, that we feel 
entitled. 

Let me make this cat-
egorically clear, neither 
Europe nor any of the 
nations that held empires 
throughout the world in 
the last part of this centu-
ry will EVER pay us any 
type of reparation and 
we need to stop wasting 
time and energy pursu-
ing that. We need to get 
off our butts, educate 
ourselves, work hard 
and reach for the stars. 
But as people of colour 
we especially need to 
do this because all other 
cultures are surpassing 
us, and not because they 
are given different op-

portunities. 
I will say this.  The mi-

grant Central American 
population that came to 
Belize in 1980 as a result 
of civil wars that were 
raging in Latin America, 
have in just one genera-
tion surpassed the living 
standards of most peo-
ple of colour, especially 
those in urban commu-
nities. Some came liter-
ally with just the clothes 
on their backs and now 
have homes, land, and a 
decent way to carve out 
a living. 

Coincidence? NO! 
These people came with 
a goal and saw opportu-
nities that we as a people 
failed to take and they 
ran with it. They did 
not come thinking that 
Spain owed them repara-
tion for colonizing Latin 
America, instead, they 
focused on the here and 
now. 

Look around. Who is 
hanging on the block all-
day-long drinking and 
smoking weed?

Latin Americans 
come to reap oranges, 
sell fruits, and vegeta-
bles on the side of the 
street or door to door, 
start a food cart on the 
street, or do the most 
menial jobs and they 
survive and prosper. Ask 
our people to do that 
and it’s beneath us. We 
rather remain broke and 
hanging on the block 
seeking pipe dreams 
that will never material-
ize. The problem is not 
society, colonialism, or 
lack of opportunity, the 
problem is us and until 
we take our head out 
the sand and figure that 
out, we will never make 
progress.

Julio Saqui from 
Che’il Chocolate Fac-
tory in Maya Center was 
able to see opportunity 
and common sense and 
now he can proudly say 
that he makes and serves 
chocolate that is fit for a 
king. Way to go Saqui.                

It’s all about the people!   
   

   Disclaimer: the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists are 
theirs alone, and are 
not necessarily reflec-
tive of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues 
touched. We believe 
it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate 
discussion through 
their expressions on 
any number of topics.

The Case of the Royals
All about The People

where anyone can appeal 
if they feel wronged or 
deprived of their rights. 
They formed a strong 
education, healthcare, 
military, and social sys-
tem along with a coun-
terbalance in the separa-
tion of powers and oppo-
sition to the government 
in the upper and lower 

houses of government. 
It established people’s 
representation through 
the vote and a right to 
that fundamental thing 
that millions still yearn 
for and do not have even 
today - freedom. 

I am not implying that 
colonialism was right, 
just, or fair, but I much 
prefer this legacy of co-
lonialism as opposed 
to that of the Belgians, 
Germanys, Ottomans, 
or the Russians. To this 
day as I pen this arti-
cle, the Russians are 
on a cruel expansion-
ist drive into Ukraine.  
Prior to the royal visit of 
the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge, Prince 
William, and Kather-
ine, the people of Indian 
Creek decided that it was 
in their best interest to 
stage a protest against 
the royals’ presence on 
‘their land’, due to the 
ongoing land issues they 
have been having with a 
non-profit organization, 
of whom the prince is a 
patron. The small protest 
was an alphabet soup of 
issues, including colo-
nialism and the claim 
that no permission was 
obtained to land the heli-
copter transporting the 
royals on their football 
field. 

For starters, the land 
on which Indian Creek 
sits is not their land. 
The land is a part of 
the nation of Belize, a 
fact these people in the 
indigenous movement 
somehow cannot seem 
able to grasp. The foot-
ball field was probably 
funded by tax-paying 
Belizeans, of which 
they contribute the least 
of all groups in Belize. 
For a people that were 
once governed by kings, 
high priests, and royal 

elites and whose empire 
stretched from Mexico 
to Central America, the 
protest against royals 
seems laughable. 

Indians in Belize have 
probably benefitted 
largely from the colonial 
system of which they 
now complain. When 
the British came to the 

colony of British Hon-
duras, it did away with 
the glorious Mayan em-
pire. Their temples were 
left in ruins and were 
covered by centuries of 
jungle and soil. They 
basically lived in scat-
tered villages through-
out southern Belize, not 
in majestic temples but 
in wooden homes with 
thatch roofs and mud 
floors. 

There was no sani-
tation system, and the 
nearby bushes were the 
relief areas of choice 
along with corn cobs as 
toilet paper. This was 
reality and for those of 
us who grew up in the 
south, we know this to 
be a fact. Additionally, 
there was no educational 
system in place. Nor 
were electricity, water, 
or healthcare systems 
in place. They had their 
own local ways of gov-
erning, but this was 
primitive at best. They 
did not even have a tax 
system, hence zero con-
tributions were paid to 
the settlement.

Thanks to the sys-
tem they now com-
plain  about, which 
forms the Government 
of Belize, they have de-
veloped a robust social 
network,   education-
al   (thanks to Garifuna 
teachers), sanitation and 
healthcare systems. To 
add to the insanity, the 
representative of the 
monarchy is one of their 
own. Where was the 
protest at what would 
seemingly have been the 
biggest slap in their faces 
when my distinguished 
classmate Dame Froyla 
Tzalam was appointed 
as Governor General, 
the representative of the 
monarch itself?

But in this era of can-

Neri Briceno

The problem is not society, colonial-
ism or lack of opportunity, the problem 
is us and until we take our head out the 
sand and figure that out, we will never 
make progress.
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 “Crossing-the-Floor” provision robs 
Budget Debate of its true significance
At the close of every fiscal year (and ushering in 

the start of the new FY), the people of Belize 
are treated to a spectacle of hours-long “debates” of 
the national budget. By custom, the Prime Minister 
of the day opens with his “Budget Speech,” and the 
other members of the House of Representatives (“the 
House”) proceed to make their (often pre-prepared) 
contributions. 

The whole event—despite its theoretical importance 
to the governance and democratic process— has largely 
devolved into a series theatrical displays. And, in this 
article, allow me to posit that it is forced to be that way 
due to a provision that still ambiguously sits in Belize’s 
Constitution: That is, the section 59 prohibition as it 
pertains to “crossing the floor.”

Defining the ‘Anti-Defection’ Law
Let us start with getting the definition of crossing 

the floor (or anti-defection rules) out of the way. 
“Crossing the Floor” (CTF) is defined as an “action in 
Westminster-style parliaments where a Government or 
Opposition member of parliament refuses to vote with 
his or her own party in a particular division and crosses 
the floor of the parliamentary chamber to vote with the 
opposing side.” 

This provision currently resides in section 59(2)(e) 
of the Belize Constitution. Notice 
I said “currently.” I’ll return to that 
shortly. However, for now, it is worth 
highlighting what this provision says 
in the Constitution. Section 59(2)(e) 
reads: 

“A member of the House of 
Representatives shall also vacate 
his seat in the House … if, having 
been a candidate of a political 
party and elected to the House of 
Representatives as a candidate of that 
political party, he resigns from that 
political party or crosses the floor.”

Secton 59(A) of the Constitution 
would go on to delineate the 
notification procedures. At Section 
59(A)(3), it states: 

“Upon receipt of the written notice referred to in 
subsection (1) or (2), of this section the Speaker shall, 
if satisfied that the circumstances referred to in section 
59(2)(e) exist, make a declaration at the next sitting of 
the House of Representatives next after receiving the 
notice that the member has ceased to be a member of 
the House of Representatives by reason of resignation 
or crossing the floor, as the case may be.”

The Constitution would go on to provide for an appeal 
to the Supreme Court, but that appeal is not to determine 
whether or not the member could retain his or her seat 
DESPITE having crossed the floor. The appeal is simply 
to determine if indeed the member has crossed the floor. 

In effect, this provision reduces the duly elected area 
representatives to mere political-party representatives, 
with open dissent with the party line potentially being 
punishable by his or her removal from his or her seat 
in The House. 

The gravity of this prospect ought not to be lost 
on anyone. It is imperative that one recalls that an 
Area Representative is ELECTED (or hired, so to 
speak) by the voters in a particular electoral division. 
Consequently, the Area Representative—as the title 
implies—is to speak on behalf of his constituents. 
However, the Section 59(2)(e) provision effectively 
precludes a member from disagreeing with his Party 
Whip even when the party’s position is potentially 
adverse to the constituency. To vote against could 
potentially be defined as the member having crossed the 
floor, and, thus, risk losing his or her seat in Parliament. 

The Political Reform Commission and Section 59
I had mentioned above that I would return to the 

explanation for the use of the word “currently.” The fact 
of the matter is that the concept of “crossing the floor” 

did not exist in Belize’s Constitution prior to 2001. Yes, 
we did not inherit this feature from the British. Instead, 
this is our own post-independence doing, and a change 
(however well-intended) that emanated out of the 
Political Reform Commission (“The Commission”).  

At the time, the Commission had debated four 
conditions under which it would be possible to 
determine if a member had crossed the floor: (1) the 
member resigns from a political party that has seats in 
the House; (2) the member crosses the floor and joins 
another political party in the House; (3) the member 
votes against their political party in the House without 
party permission; and (4) the member abstains from 
voting with the political party in the House without 
party permission. 

There was healthy disagreement over which of those 
four conditions should apply, although the first two 
appeared to have enjoyed the greatest support. The 
opinions, however, were split over the third and fourth 
conditions. 

In the end, the Commission gave the following 
recommendation: 

“The Commission recommends that the Government 
of Belize, after public consultation, develops and enacts 
anti-defection legislation for members of the House of 

Representatives. The Commission further recommends 
that in developing the Anti-Defection Act that: 

(a) crossing the floor to join another political party in 
the House, and resignation from a political party in the 
House are included as part of the definition of defection; 

(b) it be further debated if members voting against 
their political party’s position in the House, or abstaining 
from voting in the House should constitute defection.”

So the natural question emerges at this point: Does 
the Constitution presently define “crossing the floor” 
as being limited to a member joining another party, or 
does it extend to the member voting against his party 
on a particular Bill? On this score the Constitution is 
silent, thereby, leaving things open to (common-law) 
interpretation. 

Now, of course, one could assume that based on the 
“mischief” that the Commission was trying to prevent, 
the definition ought to be limited to the former: That 
is, the member switching parties in the House. The 
legitimate concern here is that this type of action 
could create an unstable government, especially when 
the incumbent holds only a small lead in terms of the 
number of seats in the House. 

Cult-like Budget Support
At this point, let me shift to the impact that this 

principle and law has had on the parliamentary process, 
especially with the recent budget debates. Essentially, 
the expectation that all members of a given party will 
hold the “party line” has resulted in debates that are 
void of any real deliberation and substance. 

For instance, it is expected that every member of the 
incumbent will “rise to support the budget” and every 
member of the Opposition to criticize and ultimately 
vote against. It happens every year. And every year the 

“Yes” will have it. 
In their paper “ANTI-DEFECTION LAW: A DEATH 

KNELL FOR PARLIAMENTARY DISSENT?” 
Kartik Khanna and Dhvani Shah (2012) write: 

“First, the right to vote for or against party lines is a 
genuine exercise of free speech in Parliament... We, 
therefore, conclude that the aforementioned provision 
... mistakes a legitimate avenue of dissent as an act 
constituting defection. By giving every member 
the opportunity of actually forming an opinion, 
parliamentary debate can be fostered. This would 
shift the focus of political parties from merely giving 
directions to [actually] convincing members of the 
merits of a particular vote.”

Envision a scenario wherein the Prime Minister of the 
day has to actually convince his party members of the 
merits of his budget. Imagine a situation in which—and 
for fear of an area representative dissenting due to his 
constituency not benefiting sufficiently—the Prime 
Minister has to ensure that the Area Representative’s 
genuine concerns (on behalf of his constituents) are 
adequately factored into the budget. Visualize a case 
where a member can say to his own incumbent party: 
“I do not agree with this budget on legitimate grounds.” 

This is what is missing in our 
system. Consequently, we end up 
with a virtually pointless exercise of 
grown men participating in a political 
skit for the purposes of sound bites 
and political grand standing on both 
sides of the aisle. 

The Way Forward
What is the way forward? To move 

the matter beyond any shadow of 
doubt, the Constitution should be 
amended to make it clear—without 
having to force a member to resort to 
the Supreme Court for a common-law 
defense—that “crossing the floor” 
does not extend to voting against 
one’s party on legitimate grounds. 

Fundamentally, I believe most 
persons can agree that party switching 

can be unstable for a small, developing democracy. That 
by definition is “defection.” However, there is a large 
enough difference between “defection” and “dissent.” 
As a result, the member should be free to “dissent” on 
motions, Bills, or any relevant matter without the fear 
of being deemed as having “crossed the floor.”

This is not a difficult change to make to the 
Constitution. It would be simply a matter of inserting 
a definition of “crossing the floor” as being limited to 
actual defection, and does not include the members’ 
freedom to vote his or her conscience. 

On a final point, it must be acknowledged that 
there have been discussions in other jurisdictions on 
whether the freedom to vote (or dissent) should not 
extend to certain types of matters. These include “No-
Confidence” motions and Money Bills. While I can 
see the potential value in the discussion and debate 
regarding the former, my personal view on the latter 
remains unchanged: Members should be allowed 
to vote their conscience on Money Bills, with no 
exceptions.  

Ultimately, we need to start looking at fixing the 
system. If we don’t, we will possibly have another two 
decades of Parliamentarians with good ideas that are 
superior to that of the Party Line that can never exercise 
their right to freedom of expression for fear of being 
classified as a defector.

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not necessarily 
reflective of the newspaper’s stance on the issues 
touched. We believe it is critical that our columnists 
be allowed freedom to generate discussion through 
their expressions on any number of topics.



Page 16						         Sunday, April 3rd, 2022  	 THE REPORTER

Hon. Gilroy Usher’s Contribution to 
the 2022-2023 Budget (Part I)

By Hon. Gilroy Usher

“ A budget is telling 
your money where to 
go instead of wondering 
where it went.” –Dave 
Ramsey

The new budget of 
$1.361 billion is 

the largest spending 
budget in the history 
o f  t h i s  n a t i o n .  I t 

represents an increase in spending of $144 
million for the benefit of the Belizean people 
instead of for the socks and private accounts 
of greedy and corrupt politicians as was the 
case with many members of the previous 
government.

     For the new fiscal year revenue is 
projected to be $1.122 billion. That is $86 
million more than expected earnings for the 
current fiscal year which ends on March 31, 
2022, and is $86 million more to address the 
basic needs of the people from Corozal to 
Toledo and from Benque to the Cayes. 

    Those f igures represent  expected 
revenue collection and expenditure to offer 
the Belizean people a better life as promised 
in Plan Belize. 

      To really appreciate those achievements 
we must recall the terrible mismanagement 
of the economy and the massive corruption 
by the previous government which left this 
nation on life support. 

    In his presentation of the new budget 
two weeks ago, Prime Minister John Briceño 
best described the terrible condition in which 
the previous administration left Belize when 
he said “Our administration inherited an 
economy weighted down by corruption and 
incompetence, withering from prolonged 
recession, strangled by rocking debt and 
deficits, squeezed by costly credit, beset 
with surging unemployment, and void of 
common-sense solutions.”  

   T h e  B e l i z e a n  p e o p l e  m u s t  a l s o 
remember that although COVID 19 caused 
major economic decline and increase in 
unemployment and death, under the previous 
administration the country was already 
broke when COVID hit our land. 

   The evidence was there for all to see. 
Less than a month after COVID 19, it became 
evident that the country was broke, when the 

then P.M. had to resort to barrowing a $1 
million daily in order to pay bills to keep 
the country operating. 

   Luckily under the stellar leadership of 

Prime Minister Briceño, who followed the 
steps for good governance as outlined in 
Plan Belize, the administration was able 
to guide the nation’s ship away from total 
destruction on the reef of corruption and 
mismanagement, and put it on the path to 
recovery as outlined in both this new Budget 
and the previous one for a Belize in which 
all Belizeans are winners.

    This steady recovery is only possible 
because the teachers, public officers, and 
other regular employees of the government 
accepted the 10 percent pay cut that was 
necessary  to avoid more painful measures 
to rescue the economy such as reducing the 
government’s wage bill by  firing 3,000 
public officers and increasing revenue by 
raising  the G.S.T. to 19 percent as was 
requested by the I.M.F. for Belize to access 
its bailout funds. 

   Sincere thanks is therefore in order to all 
those who endured that painful but necessary 
pay cut that is now being fully restored from 
July 1st in this new budget. 

    The economic recovery is also occurring 
quicker, because this administration was 
able to rid the country of the unbearable 
super bond in exchange for the Blue bond 
which has  more favorable payment terms 
and which will enable the country to save 
half a billion dollars in interest payments 
and other cost. 

    Due to mismanagement and massive 
corruption under the previous administration, 
12 budgets from 2008 to 2020 resulted in 
more Belizeans living in poverty and over 
25 new “Red millionaires.” 

   On the other hand with proper management 
of the country’s resources, people-centered 
policies, enhanced revenue collection, and 
a true fight against corruption, as with 
its first budget, the second budget of this 
administration will result in less Belizeans 
in poverty, more Belizeans employed, and a 
better life for all the people as the resources 
of the country are used to address the needs 
of our communities.  

   The benefits of the expenditure in this 
budget are numerous for the Belizean people. 
This writer, however, will only highlight a 
few of them. 

    The new budget provides employment 
for 15,000 public officers and teachers 
including the full restoration of the 10% 
pay cut. 

   It allocates funding for the Belize Defense 
Force, the Police Department, and the Coast 
Guard to provide security and safety across 
the country. The new budget also includes 
funds to reduce gang violence through 
employment opportunities, mediation, adult 

education, and life skills training. 
  The new budget promotes justice with 

the allocation of funds for more judges and 
magistrates in addition to funds for other 
basic things for the proper functioning of 
the judiciary. 

   The new budget funds maintenance of 
500 miles of paved roads, over 2,000 gravel 
roads, and scores of bridges. It also funds 
construction of new roads and bridges in 
Belize City and across the country including 
construction of the new Haulover Bridge. 

   The budget funds scholarships and grants 
for assistance with school fees.  It funds 
building of new classrooms, payment for 
preschool teachers, transportation for school 
children in rural areas, and free education for 
deserving students attending Sadie Vernon, 
Maud Williams, and Excelsior High Schools.

   The government is investing heavily 
in education, because it recognizes that 
enabling persons to access an education is 
the best way for them to overcome poverty 
and become law-abiding and productive 
citizens instead of gang members or persons, 
who engage in a life of crime.  

  The budget seeks to eliminate poverty 
and empower Belizeans with $1 million in 
funding for the survey and distribution of 
8,000 lots in several areas of the country 
including the portion of land from Gibson 
St on Faber’s Road to the check point on 
the George Price Highway which consists 
of 70 acres. 

With this administration land which is as 
valuable as money in the bank is being made 
available to ordinary Belizean including 
single mothers instead of only Ministers and 
their cronies. 

   With this administration, the days when 
ordinary Belizeans couldn’t get a house lot 
or a farm land, while persons with political 
connection acquired large tracks of land and 
milked the government of millions of dollars 
in corrupt land deals are over.  

   The new budget also seeks to eliminate 
poverty by providing all 31 divisions with 
a Constituency Development Fund that 
can be used to improve streets, enhance 
playgrounds, and promote sports as well as 
small businesses which create many jobs. 

    The new budget also seeks to eliminate 
poverty with the construction of concrete 
starter homes that include ceiling, partition, 
toilet facilities, and kitchen with a stove and 
other basic things. 

     Under this administration the people 
including single mothers are no longer 
given weak plycem houses without ceiling, 
electrical wiring, portion, and toilet facilities 
which rob them of their dignity. 

    As the Minister of State for Youth, Sports, 
and Transport, this writer fully supports the 
Hon. Rodwell Ferguson, Minister of Youth , 
Sports, and Transport and his entire team as 
we do everything possible with the available 
funds in the new Budget to improve the level 
of youth Services, sports, and transport in 
the country for the good of all Belizeans.

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues touched. We believe it 
is critical that our columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate discussion through 
their expressions on any number of topics.

This steady recovery is only possible because 
the teachers, public officers, and other regular 
employees of the government accepted the 10 
percent pay cut that was necessary  to avoid more 
painful measures to rescue the economy such as 
reducing the government’s wage bill by  firing 3,000 
public officers and increasing revenue by raising  
the G.S.T. to 19 percent as was requested by the 
I.M.F. for Belize to access its bailout funds. 
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VACANCY NOTICE
Position Title:		  Grant Support and External Relations Coordinator
Salary Pay Scale:	 Salary commensurate with qualification and experience
Duty Station:		  Ministry of Sustainable Development, Climate Change 
			   and Disaster Risk Management. Accountable to: the Chief 
			   Executive Officer 
Posting Period: 	 2 years

Basic purpose of position:
The Grant Support and External Relations Coordinator shall effectively assess and coordinate 

the donor landscape aligned with our sustainable development priorities with the aim of aligning, 
identifying, and facilitating the entrance into and approval by these facilities; thus, securing 
opportunities and financing for environmental/sustainable development projects with high 
biodiversity returns in Belize.

Duties and Responsibilities:
1.	 Serve as the ministry’s liaison officer between international partners such as the UN
 	 system, Multilateral Environmental Agreements, Central American Commission for
 	 Development, among others.
2.	 Assess the grant funding landscape aligned with national sustainable development targets 
	 and goals.
3.	 Document entry points, focus areas, processes, requirements, and opportunities of donor 
	 agencies aligned with our national target and goals for the environment.
4.	 Develop a funding dashboard which facilitates tracking of biodiversity targets and
 	 investment funding windows.
5.	 Develop expressions of Interests, concept notes in collaboration with relevant agencies
 	 for submission to donors and facilities.
6.	 Work closely with Results Based/Monitoring and evaluation Specialist within the
 	 MSDCC&DRM to ensure alignment of grant opportunities with investment opportunities.
7.	 Develop a donor coordination mechanism that supports the ministry’s strategic priorities. 
8.	 Submits periodic reports on the status of projects development with external stakeholders. 
9.	 Any other duties, assigned from time to time, for the MSDCC&DRM.

Minimum Qualifications – Academic/Training:
Master’s Degree in: Finance, Economics, Investment Management, or closely related field

Skills, Experience and Qualification Required:
1.	 Strong organizational skills and leadership capability. 
2.	 Ability to integrate financial knowledge with operational strategies and policy objectives. 
3.	 Knowledge of environmental finance, sustainable development issues and the interface
	 between socioeconomics and the environment at the local and international level 
4.	 Strong interpersonal and communication skills
5.	 Intermediate level Spanish proficiency 
6.	 Knowledge of national governance framework strongly desired 
7.	 Ability to prepare publications, reports, and presentations.
8.	 Proven knowledge of financial planning and diagnosis 
9.	 Ability to conduct research, data analysis. 
10. 	 Ability to work with a multidisciplinary and multicultural team. 
11. 	 Computer literacy particularly in Microsoft and Access software application 
12. 	 Strong work ethic. 
13. 	 Flexible and ability to prioritize a variety of complex evolving tasks.

Application Requirements
Interested persons shall submit an Expression of Interest/Letter of Application Letter along with 

Curriculum Vitae inclusive of two (2) references and supporting documents no later than April 
18th, 2022, to:

Ministry of Sustainable Development, Climate Change & Disaster Risk Management
Attn: National Biodiversity Office- Director

3rd Floor Green Complex Building #2557 Hummingbird Highway Belmopan 
Telephone number 828-9055 or 

Email address: BIOFIN-Belize@environment.gov.bz

*Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted

How Soaring Shipping Costs Raise Prices Around the World
By Yan Carrière-Swallow , Pragyan Deb, Davide Furceri , Daniel Jiménez and Jonathan D. Ostry

The sea carries 
more than 80 

percent of the world’s 
traded goods, most 
of which sail inside 
40-foot-long steel con-
tainers stacked by the 
thousands atop some 
of the largest vessels 
ever built.

The shock of the pan-
demic underscored just 
how crucial the mari-
time container trade is 
to the global economy. 
From Shanghai to Rot-
terdam to Los Angeles, 
the coronavirus up-
ended supply chains. 
Ports lacked workers 
who were home sick. 
Truck drivers and ship 
crews couldn’t cross 
borders because of pub-
lic health restrictions. 
Pent-up demand from 

huge stimulus programs 
during extended lock-
downs overwhelmed 
the capacity of supply 
chains. Besides causing 
delays in getting goods 
to customers, the cost 
of getting them there 
surged.

As the Chart of the 
Week shows, the result 
of those challenges was 
that the cost of ship-
ping a container on the 
world’s transoceanic 
trade routes increased 
seven-fold in the 18 
months  fo l lowing 
March 2020, while the 
cost of shipping bulk 
commodities spiked 
even more.  Our new 
research shows that the 
inflationary impact of 
those higher costs is 
poised to keep build-

ing through the end of 
this year . Our analy-
sis predates the war in 
Ukraine but isn’t isolat-
ed from it: the conflict 
will likely exacerbate 
global inflation.

Studying data from 
143 countries over the 
past 30 years, we find 
that shipping costs are 
an important driver of 
inflation around the 
world: when freight 
rates double, inflation 
picks up by about 0.7 
percentage point. Most 
importantly, the effects 
are quite persistent, 
peaking after a year and 
lasting up to 18 months. 
This implies that the 
increase in shipping 
costs observed in 2021 
could increase inflation 
by about 1.5 percentage 

points in 2022.
Whi le  the  pass -

through to inflation is 
less than that associ-
ated with fuel or food 
prices—which account 
for a larger share of 
consumer purchases—
shipping costs are much 
more volatile. As a re-
sult, the contribution in 
the variation of inflation 
due to global shipping 
price changes is quan-
titatively similar to the 
variation generated by 
shocks to global oil and 
food prices.

Our findings also re-
veal some of the mech-
anisms at work. We 
show that higher ship-
ping costs hit prices 
of imported goods at 
the dock within two 
months, and quickly 
pass through to pro-
ducer prices—many of 
whom rely on imported 
inputs to manufacture 
their goods.

But the impact on 

the prices consumers 
pay at the cash register 
builds up more gradu-
ally, hitting its peak 
after 12 months. This is 
a much slower process 
than what is seen after a 
rise in global oil prices, 
which drivers feel at the 
pump within a couple of 
months.

Rising shipping costs 
affect inflation in some 
countries more than oth-
ers. First, our research 
shows that the structural 
characteristics of an 
economy matter. Coun-
tries that import more 
of what they consume 
see larger increases in 
inflation, as do those 
who are more integrat-
ed into global supply 
chains. Similarly, coun-
tries that typically pay 
higher freight costs—
landlocked countries, 
low-income countries, 
and especially island 
states—see more infla-
tion when these rise.

Second, a strong and 
credible monetary poli-

cy framework can play 
a role in mitigating the 
second-round effects 
from import prices and 
inflation. Our analy-
sis shows that keeping 
inflation expectations 
well-anchored is key to 
containing the effect of 
soaring shipping costs 
on consumer prices, 
particularly core mea-
sures that exclude fuel 
and food.

Our results suggest 
the inflationary im-
pact of shipping costs 
will continue to build 
through the end of 
2022. This will create 
complicated trade-offs 
for many central bank-
ers facing increasing 
inflation and still am-
ple slack in economic 
activity. Moreover, 
the war in Ukraine is 
likely to cause further 
disruptions to supply 
chains, which could 
keep global shipping 
costs—and their infla-
tionary effects—higher 
for longer.
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Full Reopening 
of Schools Set 

for August
By Michelle Sutherland

Despite the lifting of the remain-
ing restrictions, which are ex-

pected to take effect on Friday, April 
1st, the Ministry of Education says that 
they are in no rush to reopen schools 
for face-to-face learning as yet, but 
intend to do so for the commencement 
of the new school year.

On Wednesday of this week Minis-
ter of Education, Hon Francis Fonseca 
told the Reporter, “As it relates to 
schools, we are still taking the hybrid 
approach so we don't expect to be 
fully back at school for face-to-face 
learning, five days a week until the 
new school year in August. Although 
some schools have already started 
along that path, it's going to be done on 
a gradual basis. So we are not requiring 
schools to do face-to-face instruction 
at this time.”

Fonseca explained that with only 
two months more to go before the 
summer break the Ministry does not 
see the need to require schools at this 
point to revert back to face-to-face 
learning. That, according to Fonseca, 
will only result in schools being open 
for a couple of weeks before it closes 
back down for two months, something 
which he says “does not make any 
sense.” The Minister, however, says 
that he is urging managing authorities, 
and teachers to use the time to prepare 
for the full reopening in August.

“But if some are ready to reopen 
for face-to-face learning, and we are 
satisfied that they are prepared there 
is absolutely nothing in place to stop 
them from doing it, so we are not going 
to stop them,” reiterated the Minister.

As it relates to the lifting of the re-
maining regulations, which are to take 
effect on April 1st and which will no 
longer require students or the public to 
wear masks indoors, Minister Fonseca 
said that he applauds the move. He, 
however, reiterated that while students 
will no longer be required to wear their 
masks at school, that decision will be 
left up to the respective schools to 
decide whether they still feel the need 
to require mask-wearing and social 
distancing inside their compound.

“The lifting of the remaining restric-
tions signals that we are moving in a 
new direction where we have to take 
personal responsibility for our actions 
and that applies to schools as well. 
They have been doing a good job at 
that. Schools know best. They know 
their students and their environment, 
their teachers, and their circumstances 
so where they want to keep in place 
certain protocols we fully support 
that and of course, we still encourage 
schools to have sanitization supplies 
so that students have access to those,” 
said the Minister.

Schools across the country are cur-
rently conducting the Belize Diagnos-
tic Assessment Test (BDAT), which 
is being administered at all levels. 
The test seeks to gauge the current 
academic needs of students, following 
the two years that schools have been 
closed due to the pandemic. The result 
of those tests will assist the Ministry as 
well as teachers with a comprehensive 
view of which subject areas are lack-
ing and to formulate plans to address 
those needs in the upcoming months.
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Taiwan helps 
Banana farmers 
fight fungus wilt

By William Ysaguirre

The Belize banana industry will 
have help in fighting the possible 

threat of banana wilt or “Panama disease”, 
which caused by the “fusarium oxyspo-
rum” fungus, with the technical support 
from the International Cooperation and 
Development Fund (ICDF) technical 
mission of the Republic of China on 
Taiwan. 

The ICDF mission is partnering with 
the International Regional Organization 
for Plant and Animal Health (OIRSA) 
and the Belize Agricultural Health Au-
thority (BAHA) to use state of the art 
technology to interpret satellite imagery, 
which can be used to detect the presence 
of the fungus in banana plantations. 
Taiwan is funding the project for it to 
be implemented throughout the entire 
Central American region and OIRSA 
member countries.

ICDF experts Kun-Mu Cheng and 
Cheng-Lung Wang are in Belize for a 
week to set up the project, which will 
detect and diagnose the presence of the 
fungus, and build the farmers’ capacity to 
respond to the fungus. They and Ambas-
sador David Kuan-Chou met with the 
OIRSA country representative Fermin 
Blanco early this week. The ICDF team 
also assessed what is needed to strengthen 
the diagnostic capacity of the BAHA 
laboratory at Central Farm during their 
visit to lab.  

Preventing the introduction of agricul-
tural diseases and pests in the region and 
their social, economic and environmental 
consequences is a top priority for OIRSA, 
which has established regional action 
plans to work with national authorities in 
member countries to minimize the threat.  

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security and Enterprise (MAFSE) will 
work with the germ-plasm materials and 
will train the farmers to monitor their 
banana groves for the disease, and in 
how the biosecurity protocols will work, 
in the event that the disease gets into the 
country. BAHA will be the lead agency to 
coordinate all phases of the project, along 
with OIRSA.

The ICDF team also met with Chief 
Executive Officer Servulo Baeza of the 
Agriculture ministry, who enthusiasti-
cally supports this initiative to safeguard 
Belize’s food security. The possible arrival 
of the fungus in Belize poses not only an 
economic threat to Belize’s banana export 
earnings, but it is also a food-security 
issue since plantains and bananas are an 
important part of Belizeans’ diet, and local 
sales are a source of the farmers’ income.

The ICDF experts will also meet with 
the Banana Growers Association to fine 
tune the monitoring technology and to 
discuss the three-year project strategy for 
a better and more efficient implementa-
tion. 

The project to prevent banana wilt will 
include the planting of experimental plots 
of banana varieties which are resistant 
or tolerant of the banana wilt fungus, to 
evaluate which varieties thrive in Belizean 
soils and environment, and which can be 
adapted to production. Introducing these 
new varieties will follow all requisite 
biosecurity protocols for movement of 
genetic materials and traceability. The 
team also met with University of Belize 
(UB) scientists to include them in the 
research and tissue culture components 
of the project.
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            STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account Model to allow for fast taxpayer centric overview

Institution: 	 The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country: 		 Belize 
Project: 		  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract: 	 Consulting Services – Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account Model to
 			   allow for fast taxpayer centric overview

Loan No.: 	 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: 	 April 8th, 2022, Belize Local Time
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” 
(BL-L1031). Through this project, the Belize Tax Service Department 
(BTSD) has procured a Modern Integrated Tax Administration System 
(the Revenue Management System (RMS) and is presently in the 
implementation process. This new system will be used in the management 
of the Belize Tax Administration.

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a 
Consultancy Firm for a period of six (6) months. The main activity of the 
consultancy includes:

1.	 To assess the current situation of BTDS taxpayer account in 
	 Integrated Tax Administration System (ITAS).
2.	 Develop a model for a new taxpayer account in ITAS. The model 
	 should specify the entities dealing with the taxpayer account, the
 	 information that flows to and from the account, and the transactions 
	 that will be allowed with the taxpayer account (e.g., debt from tax 
	 returns, debts from refunds, debts from adjustments, debts from 
	 audits, debts from payment by instalment agreements, credits from 
	 regular payment, credits for adjustments in appeals cases, credit
 	 from payments of payment by instalment agreements, etc.). The
 	 account will be organized by Taxpayer Identification Numbers (TIN),
 	 tax type and period
3.	 Define the procedures for taxpayer access to his account via Internet 
4.	 Define which transactions taxpayers would be allowed to perform
 	 through the Internet 
5.	 Define the changes to be made in ITAS for the introduction of the 
	 new model 
6.	 Prepare the taxpayer account manual 
7.	 Implement the new taxpayer centric current account 
8.	 Train BTS staff in the new taxpayer account design and operation

The Consultancy Firm should have a minimum of five (5) years’ 
relevant working experience in the following areas:

	 • 	 Designing modern taxpayer account 
	 •	 Preparing taxpayer account procedures and manuals 
	 •	 Training enforcement agents in taxpayer account;

As well as minimum of five (5) relevant working experience in 
enforcement of arrears payment and design of modern taxpayer current 
account. In addition, the Consulting firm should have at least three (3) years 
of previous experience conducting consultancies to countries implementing 
modern taxpayer accounts.

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms 
(“Consultants”) to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested 
eligible Consultants must submit an Expression of Interest providing 
information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications 
and relevant experience to perform the services (description of similar 
assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, experience 
in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.).

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence 
		  of the consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy 
		  services during the past five years. 
		  Description of similar assignments specifying start and end
 		  dates of assignments.
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the
 		  respective client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of 

		  contract or agreement with the client including copy of the 
		  TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Two references
	 (v)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation,
 		  information of shareholders of company specifying the
 		  shares owned by each respective shareholder of the company 
		  and a copy of documentation of nationality of the shareholders
 		  of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (vi) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company
 		  Registry 
	 (vii) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social
 		  Security Board 
	 (viii)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax
 		  Service 
	 (ix) 	 Copy of Current Trade License

The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes 
is US $133,555.00.

A Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and 
Cost - Based Selection (QCBS) procurement method set out in the Inter-
American Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting 
of Consultants financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (GN-
2350-15, May 2019 edition) and is open to all eligible consultants as defined 
in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on 
a competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the 
quality of the proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed 
firms will be notified and will be asked to submit a technical and price 
proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture 
or a sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of 
establishing the short list, the nationality of a firm is that of the country 
in which it is legally incorporated or constituted and in the case of Joint 
Venture, the nationality of the firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office 
hours Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Expressions of interest 
must be delivered via direct mail or e-mail at the address indicated below 
by 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday April 8th, 2022.

Interested eligible Consultants are asked to submit their expression of 
interest via e-mail to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- 
Consultancy Firm to prepare and implement a Taxpayer Account 
Model to allow for fast taxpayer centric overview in the subject header, 
or submit on or before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday April 8th, 
2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service S
trengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Officer 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Charles Bartlett Hyde Building 
Mahogany Street, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: Ian.Ramirez@mof.gov.bz
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	        Central Information Technology Office 
       Ministry of Finance

         Corner Dry Creek Mountain View Boulevard Belmopan 
          Telephones: 501 822-2406/08-20708 • Email: contact@cito.gov.bz

TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF MICROSOFT 365 LICENSES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE

1.	 The Government of Belize, acting through the Central
 	 Information Technology Office, now invites Tenders 
	 for the supply of Microsoft 365 Licenses for the
 	 Government of Belize. The subscription period required 
	 is for one (1) year.

2.	 Procurement of the goods will be conducted through 
	 Open Tendering Procedure.

3.	 Terms of Reference 
	 3a. Technical specifications
	 The scope of work includes the provision of Microsoft
 	 Licenses for the products listed in the table below:

	

	

	

	 3b. Program of Works
	 The program of work includes:
	 1.	 Technical support with license provisioning 
	 2.	 Activation of licenses and handing over to 
		  Central Information Technology Office 
	 3.	 Issue resolution for the duration of the contract 
		  period (12 months)

	 3c. Schedule
	 The licenses are to be provisioned and activated no later 
	 than 30 June 2022. 

4.	 Copies of this Tender document can be downloaded 
	 from the Ministry of Finance Procurement Portal 
	 https://procurement.gov.bz/ or from the CARICOM 
	 Public Procurement Notice Board 
	 https://cppnb.caricom.org/epps/home.do.

5.	 Currency exchange rate for regional/international bidders 
	 is USD 1.00 to BZD 2.00.

6.	 Eligibility Criteria: This invitation is open to all eligible 
	 Tenderers as per the eligibility criteria below:
	 1.	 The Tenderer has an active membership in 
		  Microsoft Partner Network for Latin America
 		  and the Caribbean region and market (MPN ID)
	 2.	 The Tenderer must be an active Cloud Service
 		  Provider (CSP) that can sell CSP offers in Latin 
		  America and the Caribbean region and market
	 3. 	 The Tenderer should provide evidence of 
		  experience deploying Microsoft 365 for
 		  business of a comparable size within the past 
		  three years.
	 4.	 Audited Financial Statements for the past 3
 		  years. 
	 5.	 Bid-Securing Declaration in the amount of 
		  BZD 10,000.00 
	 6.	 The Tenderer has availability of liquid assets
 		  through either:
	 a.	 Access to line of credit of 30% of the bid price 
	 b.	 Case in bank account of an amount at least 30%
 		  of the bid price

7.	 All Tenders shall include the following additional
 	 documentation:
	 I.	 Business certificates
		  a.	 For local Tenderers: 
	 1.       Copies of Certificates of Good Standing from:
		  a. 	 Belize Tax Service 
		  b.	 Belize Companies Registry 
		  c.	 Belize Social Security Board
	 2.	 Copy of current Trade License
		  b. 	 For regional/international

			   Tenderers: Statement of compliance 
			   from Companies' Registry
	 II.	 Evidence of past jobs including a copy of the
 		  contract or agreement with the client including 
		  a copy of the TOR.
	
	 III. 	 Two references.

8.	 The contract is subject to Income and Business Tax as 
	 per Government Policy as shown below:
	 a.	 25% - for non-Caricom states 
	 b.	 15% - for Caricom member states 
	 c.	 6% - for companies in Belize.

9.	 Price should be inclusive of General Sales Tax (GST)
 	 payment of 12.5%

10. 	 Questions and Replies
	 Questions shall be type-written in English and shall be
 	 sent via email to the following address: 
	 MS365tenders2022@cito.gov.bz. The deadline for 
	 queries is 9 May 2022. Responses from the CITO will 
	 be type-written in English and will be emailed to the 
	 requester and may also be made available to other 
	 Tenderers subject to confidentiality.

11. 	 Submission Tenders should be emailed to 
	 MS365tenders2022@cito.gov.bz with the subject
 	 TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF MICROSOFT 365 
	 LICENSES FOR GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE.
	
	 The bid response should consist of two password 
	 protected files - one technical and one financial. 
	 The Technical file will be open first and evaluated.

	 Only the top 4 bidders that meet the technical merit will 
	 have their financial file opened.

	 To ensure the confidentiality of the submission, the files
 	 should be protected via a password. This can be done on
 	 the file itself, using zip password protection, or some
 	 other means of password protecting the file. The
 	 password will be requested at the opening of the tender.

12. 	 The deadline for Tender submission is 23 May 2022. 
	 Submissions received after the deadline will be rejected.

13. 	 Evaluation Criteria 
	 Tenders will be evaluated on technical merit and price 
	 based on the following criteria:

14. 	 Opening of the Tenders will take place online on 
	 23 May 2022 at 2 pm Belize Time and in the presence
 	 of the Tenderers or their representatives who wish to
 	 attend the Tender opening.

15. 	 Evaluation of the Tenders will be conducted on 25 May 
	 2022. 

16. 	 The selection of the successful Tenderer will be based
 	 on a competitive process that considers Technical and
 	 Financial Proposals. 

17. 	 Incomplete tenders will not be accepted.

Most remaining COVID-19 
restrictions will be lifted as 

of the start of next month, includ-
ing those that applied to bars and 
nightclubs, Minister of Health Hon. 
Kevin Bernard confirmed with The 
Reporter late this evening. 

After having successfully made 
the case for the change in the regu-
lations at today's Cabinet meeting, 
Bernard told our newsroom that as 
of April 1st the relaxation of the 
rules "will include bars and night-
clubs, which will now be allowed 
to reopen." 

The minister also explained that 
the mandatory wearing of masks 
indoors and outdoors will also be 
scrapped. The wearing of masks will 
now be a personal choice because it 
will no longer be a crime. "All of 
those major public events will now 
be opened without any restrictions. 

There will no longer be any re-
strictions on those types of events," 
Bernard shared. "We felt that it is 
time that we open back the coun-
try." Bernard, however, indicated 
that while 99.9% of the remaining 
restrictions have been lifted there 
are some that will need to remain 
in place for now. For instance, he 
explained that "unvaccinated Beliz-
eans" will only be allowed to exit for 
medical purposes and must present 
a valid medical document. 

Belizeans 12 years and above 
wishing to exit Belize through air, 
land, or seaports must be fully vac-
cinated. All unvaccinated persons 5 
years and above entering Belize via 
the airport, land, or seaport, must 
show proof of a negative rapid or 
PCR test taken within the last 48 
hours or 72 hours, respectively. 

The Minister also notified that 
after careful consideration and close 
monitoring of the country's daily 
infection rate, his medical response 
team advised that it was safe for the 
Ministry of Health to proceed with 
their plans to remove the remaining 
restrictions that have been in place 
for over two years. 

The gradual return to normalcy 
commenced a month ago with the 
lifting of the nightly curfew and the 
outdoor mask mandate. When asked 
what's happening with the pandemic, 
Bernard replied, ''Well, you know 
that the WHO [World Health Orga-
nization] will at some point declare 
a pandemic [to be] endemic based on 
situations. In Belize, we have been 
having a steady decline in numbers, 
and if you notice those have been 
hovering between 10 and 20 a day. 
However, we are also keeping our 
eyes on what is happening around 
us, including the emergence of any 
new variant. 

In regards to schools, Minister 
Bernard said that the Ministry of 
Health will hold back its recom-
mendations for the full reopening 
of schools at this point. However, 
based on the present situation he will 
be recommending that it be done in 
early August. The Ministry of Health 
and Wellness will be making a for-
mal announcement in the upcoming 
days to inform the public of these 
latest changes.

Health Minister: 
99.9% of  remaining 

COVID regs lifted as of  April 1
By Michelle Sutherland
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Fuel Price 
Update 

Belmopan. March 31st, 2022. 3:10 p.m. 

The Ministry of Finance announces that 
effective April 1, 2022, the regulated 

pump price of diesel remains at $13.41 per 
gallon in Belize City with prices being 
slightly higher in the districts reflecting 
transportation costs. 

  The most recent shipment of diesel re-
ceived this week brought with it a further 
increase in acquisition costs.   However, to 
maintain the pump price at the current level, 
the government reduced all levies on diesel 
by 76 cents per gallon.  This is in additional 
to an earlier reduction in taxes of $1.17 that 
took effect on March 12, 2022. Thus, the 
total reduction in taxes on diesel this month 
now stands at $1.93 per gallon. 

 A statutory instrument reducing the taxes 
with effect from April 1, 2022 will be issued 
shortly.  

 Countries all over the world are enduring 
fuel price surges as a direct consequence of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Though future 
prices are impossible to predict, the Govern-
ment of Belize continues to examine all vi-
able policy options for minimizing the fuel 
price shock, balancing as best as possible be-
tween the twin demands of affordable pump 
prices and national budgetary requirements.  
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